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RECONFIGURABLE OPTICAL ADD DROP 
MULTIPLEXER CORE DEVICE, 

PROCEDURE AND SYSTEMUSING SUCH 
DEVICE, OPTICAL LIGHT DISTRIBUTOR, 
AND COUPLING-RATO ASSIGNING 

PROCEDURE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a divisional of U.S. patent application 
Ser. No. 12/099,587, filed Apr. 8, 2008, issued as U.S. Pat. No. 
8,116,629 on Feb. 14, 2012, which claims the benefit under 35 
U.S.C. S 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/907, 
565 filed Apr. 9, 2007. 

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE 

The present application incorporates by reference the con 
tents of the U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/907,565 and 
appendices 1, 2, and 3 thereof in their entirety as if fully set 
forth herein. 

BACKGROUND 

1. Field 
Example embodiments disclosed herein relate in general to 

the field of wavelength division multiplexing and more par 
ticularly to a multifunctional reconfigurable network ele 
ment, and a DWDM optical node, optical network, and pro 
cedure. 

2. Related Art 
Wavelength Division Multiplexing (WDM) and Dense 

Wavelength Division Multiplexing (DWDM) are technolo 
gies that enable a multitude of optical wavelengths of differ 
ing frequencies to be transported over a single optical fiber. A 
DWDM network is constructed by interconnecting multiple 
DWDM network elements. Each network element typically 
contains elements such as optical multiplexing equipment, 
optical de-multiplexing equipment, optical amplifiers, opti 
cal power monitors, optical Supervisory channel processors, 
network element control processors, and optical converters. 

First generation DWDM network equipment provided the 
ability to transport a multitude of optical wavelengths 
between two points over a single pair of optical fibers. These 
systems are referred to as DWDM point-to-point systems. 

Second generation DWDM network equipment provided 
the ability to interconnect DWDM network elements in a 
“ring configuration. These elements contained two DWDM 
network interfaces and multiple single wavelength ports used 
to add and drop wavelengths to and from the DWDM network 
interfaces. Second generation DWDM network elements pro 
vided the ability to “pass” wavelengths directly between their 
two DWDM network interfaces. However, in order to do this, 
fiber cables had to be manually interconnected within a sys 
tem each time a “pass-through' connection is required. 

Third generation DWDM network elements included 
Reconfigurable Optical Add Drop Multiplexers, commonly 
referred to as ROADMs. ROADMs provided the ability to 
remotely reconfigure the DWDM network element. For these 
systems, wavelengths could be remotely configured to pass 
through the network element without manual intervention. 
Since these third generation DWDM network elements also 
contained only two DWDM network interfaces, they were 
commonly referred to as 2-degree network elements. But 
these third generation DWDM network elements connect 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
only a single add-on device to the ROADMs. As a result, 
while they are reconfigurable, they are not multifunctional, 
which limits their usefulness. 

SUMMARY 

One or more of the example embodiments disclosed herein 
provide a reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer core 
device that includes a light distributor, a light combiner, and 
first and second sets of add and drop ports. The light distribu 
tor is configured to receive an optical signal along a primary 
input of the reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexercore 
device and to distribute the received optical signal along a 
plurality of subtending outputs. The light combiner is config 
ured to receive optical signals along a plurality of Subtending 
inputs, to combine the received optical signals into a com 
bined signal, and to output the combined signal. The add and 
drop ports in the first set function as add and drop ports, 
respectively. The add and dropports in the second set function 
as both add and drop ports, respectively, and as express ports 
connectable to another reconfigurable optical add drop mul 
tiplexer core device. 
One or more of the example embodiments disclosed herein 

also provide a procedure for processing optical signals with a 
first reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer core device 
having a first set of add and drop ports, each connectable to a 
second reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer core 
device, and a second set of add and drop ports. The procedure 
includes at least one of a receiving operation and an output 
ting operation. The receiving operation receives an optical 
signal through one of the add ports of the first set of add ports 
from the second reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer 
core device and provides the optical signal with a path 
through the first reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer 
core device with less insertion loss than that provided to an 
optical signal received through an add port of the second set 
of add ports. The outputting operation outputs an optical 
signal through one of the drop ports of the first set of drop 
ports to the second reconfigurable optical add drop multi 
plexer core device and provides the dropped optical signal a 
path through the first reconfigurable optical add drop multi 
plexer core device with less insertion loss than that provided 
to the optical signal output through one of the dropports of the 
second set of drop ports. 
One or more of the example embodiments disclosed herein 

further provide an optical system including first and second 
reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexercore devices. The 
first reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer core device 
has a plurality of add and drop ports. The second reconfig 
urable optical add drop multiplexer core device is connected 
to the first reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer core 
device through an add port and a drop port of the first recon 
figurable optical add drop multiplexer core device. 
One or more of the example embodiments disclosed herein 

also provide an optical light distributor including a primary 
input, an express output, a plurality of Subtending outputs, 
and a light-directing device. The light directing device is 
configured to perform the following operations on a wave 
length arriving on the primary input: direct the entire optical 
power of the wavelength only to the express output; direct the 
entire optical power of the wavelength only to one of the 
Subtending outputs; and direct a portion of the optical power 
of the wavelength to only one of the Subtending outputs and a 
portion of the optical power of the wavelength to the express 
output. 

Further, one or more example embodiments disclosed 
herein provide a dense wavelength division multiplexing 
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optical add/drop optical node. The node includes first, sec 
ond, and third sets of optical couplers. The output of the first 
set of optical couplers and part of the output of the second set 
of optical couplers is input into the third set of optical cou 
plers. The coupling ratios for the first set of optical couplers is 
equal among all the inputs of each optical coupler in the first 
set. The coupling ratios for the second set of optical couplers 
is such that the power level of an optical wavelength output 
therefrom along a path directed to a drop port of a first recon 
figurable optical add drop multiplexercore device in the node 
is the minimum required power for optical wavelengths 
dropped from the first reconfigurable optical add drop multi 
plexer core device. The coupling ratios for the third set of 
optical couplers maximizes the power level of the optical 
wavelength exiting the third set of optical couplers with the 
lowest optical power. 

In addition, one or more of the example embodiments 
provide a procedure for assigning coupling ratios for first, 
second, and third sets of optical couplers within a dense 
wavelength division multiplexing optical add/drop node. The 
output of the first set of optical couplers and part of the output 
of the second set of optical couplers is input into the third set 
of optical couplers. The procedure includes choosing the 
coupling ratios for the first set of optical couplers to be equal 
among all the inputs of each optical coupler in the first set. 
The procedure also includes choosing the coupling ratios for 
the second set of optical couplers such that the power level of 
an optical wavelength output therefrom along a path directed 
to a drop port of a first reconfigurable optical add drop mul 
tiplexer core device in the node is the minimum required 
power for optical wavelengths dropped from the first recon 
figurable optical add drop multiplexer core device. The pro 
cedure further includes choosing the coupling ratios for the 
third set of optical couplers to maximize the power level of the 
optical wavelength exiting the third set of optical couplers 
with the lowest optical power. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features and advantages of the example embodiments 
presented herein will become more apparent from the 
detailed description set forth below when taken in conjunc 
tion with the drawings in which like reference numbers indi 
cate identical or functionally similar elements. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of a 
ROADM device. 

FIG. 2A is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
a type-1 light distributor and FIG. 2B is a block diagram of an 
example embodiment of a type-1 light combiner. 

FIG. 3A is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
a type-1A light distributor and FIG. 3B is a block diagram of 
an example embodiment of a type-1A light combiner. 

FIG. 4A is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
a type-2 light distributor and FIG. 4B is a block diagram of an 
example embodiment of a type-2 light combiner. 

FIG. 5A is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
a type-3 light distributor and FIG. 5B is a block diagram of an 
example embodiment of a type-3 light combiner. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of a 
type-4 light distributor. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of a 
type-1 ROADM core device. 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
two paired type-1 ROADM core devices making up a 2-de 
gree optical node. 
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4 
FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 

two paired type-1 ROADM core devices including type-1A 
light combiners making up a 2-degree optical node. 

FIG. 10A is a block diagram of one example embodiment 
of a type-1 ROADM core device in which the add and drop 
ports are all of one type. FIG. 10B is a block diagram of 
another example embodiment of a type-1 ROADM core 
device comprising ROADM example embodiment #1 having 
two different sets of add ports and two different sets of drop 
ports, the add ports in one set functioning as both add ports 
and express ports, and the drop ports in one set functioning as 
both drop ports and express ports. 

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of one example embodiment of 
optical node example embodiment #1 having two paired 
type-1 ROADM core devices making up a 2-degree optical 
node with k protected colorless add and drop ports, where k is 
an integer representing the total number of add ports and the 
total number of drop ports supported by the ROADM core 
device. 

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #1 having two 
paired type-1 ROADM core devices making up a 2-degree 
optical node with k protected colorless add and drop ports and 
input and output amplifiers, where k is an integer representing 
the total number of add ports and the total number of drop 
ports. 

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #1, which is a 
3-degree optical node having three type-1 ROADM core 
devices, each with an add port and a drop port functioning 
also as express ports and k-1 protected colorless add and drop 
ports functioning only as add and drop ports, respectively, 
where k is an integer representing the total number of add 
ports and the total number of drop ports. 

FIG. 14 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #1, which is a 
4-degree optical node having four type-1 ROADM core 
devices each with two add ports and two drop ports function 
ing also as express ports, and k-2 protected colorless add and 
drop ports functioning only as add and drop ports, respec 
tively, where k is an integer representing the total number of 
add ports and the total number of drop ports. 

FIG. 15A is a block diagram of one example embodiment 
of a type-1 ROADM core device comprising ROADM 
example embodiment #2 in which the coupling ratio of a 3:1 
optical coupler is selected to produce different insertion 
losses for the set of add ports that function only as add ports 
and the set of add ports that function as both add ports and 
express ports. 

FIG. 15B is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of the ROADM example embodiment #2 that uses two 
2:1 couplers instead of the 3:1 coupler used in the example 
embodiment shown in FIG. 15(a). 

FIGS. 16A through 16D are block diagrams of other 
example embodiments of the ROADM example embodiment 
#2 that have eight total add ports and eight total drop ports, (a 
first set of six add ports and a first set of six drop ports and a 
second set of two add ports and a second set of two drop 
ports), in which the add and drop ports in the second sets of 
add and drop ports function as both add ports and drop ports, 
respectively, and as express ports, and can be used to con 
struct a 4-degree optical node (N=4, where N is maximum 
number of optical degrees supported by ROADM, and there 
fore N is the maximum number of ROADMs in the node). The 
example embodiment shown in FIG. 16A uses a 3:1 coupler 
connected to the add ports, the example embodiment shown 
in FIG.16B uses two 2:1 couplers both receiving the output of 
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all of the add ports, the example embodiment of FIG. 16C 
uses two 2:1 couplers, each connected to a different set of add 
ports, and the example embodiment of FIG. 16D uses two 2:1 
couplers, each connected to a different set of add ports, where 
the 2:1 coupler receiving the output from the second set of add 
ports is upstream from the 2:1 coupler receiving the output 
from the first set of add ports. 

FIG. 17 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of the ROADM example embodiment #2 having eight 
total add ports and eight total drop ports, (a first set of six add 
ports and a first set of six drop ports and a second set of two 
add ports and a second set of two drop ports), in which the add 
and drop ports in the second sets of add and drop ports 
function as both add ports and drop ports, respectively, and as 
express ports, and can be used to construct a 4-degree optical 
node. This example embodiment includes two 2:1 unequal 
power optical couplers, each connected to a different set of 
add ports. 

FIG. 18 is a block diagram of optical node example 
embodiment #2, which is a 4-degree optical node having four 
type-1 ROADM core devices with k-2 protected colorless 
add and drop ports that function only as add and drop ports, 
respectively, where k is an integer representing the total num 
ber of add ports and the total number of drop ports, the 
ROADMs each including a first set of add ports and a first set 
of drop ports and a second set of add ports and a second set of 
drop ports, in which the add and drop ports in the second sets 
of add and drop ports function as both add ports and drop 
ports, respectively, and as express ports, and two 2:1 unequal 
power optical couplers, each connected to a different set of 
add ports. 

FIG. 19 is a simplified block diagram of an example 
embodiment of optical node example embodiment #2, which 
is 4-degree optical node having four type-1 ROADM core 
devices, each with eight total add ports and eight total drop 
ports including a first set of add ports and a first set of drop 
ports and a second set of add ports and a second set of drop 
ports, in which the add and dropports in the second sets of add 
and drop ports function as both add ports and drop ports, 
respectively, and as express ports. 

FIGS. 20A through 20D are block diagrams of example 
embodiments of ROADM example embodiment #3, which is 
a type-1 ROADM having at least one expansion port and first 
and second sets of add and drop ports, the second sets func 
tioning as both add ports and drop ports, respectively, and as 
express ports. FIG. 20A is an example embodiment of the 
general case usinge expansion ports, where e is an integer 
greater than 0, FIG. 20B is an example embodiment where e 
equals 1, and where a 4:1 coupler is used, FIG. 20O is an 
example embodiment where e equals 1, and where three 2:1 
couplers are used, and FIG. 20D is an example embodiment 
where e equals 1, where three 2:1 couplers are used, and 
where the number of total add ports is eight, the number of 
total drop ports is eight, the number of add ports functioning 
also as express ports is two, and the number of drop ports 
functioning also as express ports is two. 

FIG. 21 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of ROADM example embodiment #3, which includes a 
ROADM circuit pack, comprising a type-1 ROADM having 
an expansion port attached to one colorless port expansion 
circuit pack (also called an add/drop expansion module). 

FIG. 22 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of ROADM example embodiment #3, which includes a 
ROADM circuit pack, comprising a type-1 ROADM havinge 
expansion ports, attached to e colorless port expansion circuit 
packs, where e is a positive integer. 
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6 
FIG. 23 is a block diagram of another example embodi 

ment of ROADM example embodiment #3, which includes a 
ROADM circuit pack, comprising a type-1 ROADM having 
one expansion port attached to one colorless port expansion 
circuit pack and using one of its add ports and one of its drop 
ports as express ports to attach to a second colorless port 
expansion circuit pack. 

FIG. 24 is a block diagram of an optical node example 
embodiment #3, which can be a 4-degree optical node having 
four type-1 ROADM core devices, each having one expan 
sion port connected to a colorless port expansion circuit pack, 
and first and second sets of add and drop ports, the second sets 
functioning as both add ports and dropports, respectively, and 
as express ports. In this example embodiment, each ROADM 
has six colorless add ports in the first set of add ports and six 
colorless drop ports in the first set of drop ports and two add 
ports in the second set of add ports and two drop ports in the 
second set of drop ports, and each colorless port expansion 
circuit pack has eight colorless add ports and eight colorless 
drop ports to provide a total of 14 colorless add ports and 14 
colorless drop ports per degree. 

FIG. 25 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #3, which 
includes a ROADM circuit pack, comprising a type-1 
ROADM having an expansion port attached to a type-1 col 
ored port expansion circuit pack (also called a colored add/ 
drop expansion module). 

FIG. 26 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #3, which 
includes a ROADM circuit pack, comprising a type-1 
ROADM having an expansion port attached to a type-1 col 
ored port expansion circuit pack (also called an add/drop 
expansion module) having a variable optical attenuator 
(VOA). 

FIG. 27 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #3, which 
includes a four-degree, type-1 ROADM circuit pack having 
two add ports and two drop ports that function as express ports 
attached to two colorless port expansion circuit packs, six add 
ports and six drop ports that function only as add and drop 
ports, respectively, and expansion add and drop ports attached 
to one colorless port expansion circuit pack having eight add 
ports and eight drop ports, to provide a total of 30 colorless 
add ports and 30 colorless drop ports. 

FIG. 28 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
an optical network having a single homed spur. 

FIG. 29 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
an optical network having a dual homed spur. 

FIG. 30 is a block diagram of optical node example 
embodiment #4 having type-1 ROADMs and two optical 
spurs. 

FIG. 31 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
one type ofj-wavelength access spur circuit pack comprising 
type-1 and type-2 light combiners and type-1 and type-2 light 
distributors. 

FIG. 32 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
one type of j-wavelength access spur terminator circuit pack 
comprising a type-2 light combiner, a type-2 light distributor, 
and a VOA. 

FIG. 33 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #4 having two 
ROADMs and a single homed protected spur. 

FIG. 34 is a block diagram of example embodiment of an 
optical network that includes two optical nodes, one or both of 
which can be optical node example embodiment #4 and in 
which local-traffic wavelengths in one node are terminated in 
the next node. 
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FIG.35 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of a 
type-4 light combiner. 

FIG. 36 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of a 
type-4 ROADM having integrated colored add and drop 
ports. 

FIG. 37 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
an optical network that includes three optical nodes, at least 
one of which can be optical node example embodiment #4 
and in which optical signals of the same wavelength are not 
used for local traffic on Spurs of adjacent nodes. 

FIG. 38 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
optical node example embodiment #5, which is a two-degree 
node with a single homed protected spur, and where type-1 
ROADM cores are used to add and drop local traffic in the 
spur main node. 

FIG. 39 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #5, which is a 
three-degree node with a single homed protected spur. 

FIG. 40 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #5, which is a 
three-degree node with a single homed protected spur, and the 
use of a type-1 ROADM as the colorless spur terminator. 

FIG. 41 is a block diagram of another example embodi 
ment of optical node example embodiment #5, which is a 
three-degree node having a spur main node and a spur end 
node, each comprising type-1 ROADMs having expansion 
ports attached to colorless port expansion modules, and 
where input and output amplifiers are used on the spur. 

FIG. 42 is a block diagram of a type-5 light distributor. 
FIG. 43 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 

optical node embodiment #1, which is a two-degree node 
with protected colorless add and drop ports, in which each 
type-1 ROADM contains a type-5 light distributor instead of 
a type-4 light distributor. 

FIG. 44 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of 
an optical node comprising two type-1 ROADMs each having 
an expansion port connected to a colorless expansion module, 
in which the type-4 light distributor is replaced with a type-5 
light distributor. 

FIG. 45A-FIG. 45C are block diagrams of an example 
embodiment of optical couplers OCH3-OC#5, with FIG. 45A 
illustrating the inputs into each coupler, FIG. 45B showing 
the input signal levels of the last column of Table 17 applied 
to the inputs ofOCH3 and OCH5, and FIG.45Cillustrating the 
four resulting levels output from OC#4 corresponding to the 
four input signal levels. 

FIG. 46 is a flow chart of an example embodiment of a 
procedure for selecting coupling ratios for optical couplers of 
an optical node. 

FIGS. 47A and 47B are block diagrams of example 
embodiments of type-1 ROADMs, in which FIG. 47A shows 
a ROADM with the VOAS removed from the add ports and 
with a single VOA placed at the output of a k-to-1, equal-split 
coupler, while FIG. 47B shows a ROADM with the VOAS 
removed from the add ports. 

To provide a more complete understanding of the various 
example embodiments and features and advantages thereof, 
reference is made to the following description of examples 
embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
figures 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The example embodiments presented herein are directed to 
devices, procedures, systems and computer program products 
for reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer devices and 
reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer core devices, 

5 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

8 
which are described herein in terms of a DWDM environ 
ment. This description is not intended to limit the application 
of the example embodiments presented herein. In fact, after 
reading the following description, it will be apparent to one 
skilled in the relevant art(s) how to implement the following 
example embodiments in alternative embodiments. In addi 
tion, it should be understood to one ordinarily skilled in the art 
that the inventive techniques illustrated by the disclosed 
example embodiments could be used in other WDM environ 
ments, such as a Coarse Wavelength Division Multiplexing 
environment, without limitation. 
As used in this application, the term “ROADM is defined 

as a reconfigurable optical add drop multiplexer that is con 
figurable to transmit and receive optical signals of single and 
multiple wavelengths to and from other optical devices. In 
Some example embodiments, as will be discussed below, a 
ROADM is configurable to receive an optical signal or signals 
from an add port thereof and to drop an optical signal or 
signals at a drop port thereof, although it is not limited thereto. 
In other example embodiments, as will be discussed below, a 
ROADM is configurable to receive an optical signal or signals 
from an add port of a device coupled to the ROADM within 
the same optical node and to drop an optical signal or signals 
at a drop port of the coupled device, although it is not limited 
thereto. In still other example embodiments, as will be dis 
cussed below, a ROADM is configurable to transmit a mul 
tiple wavelength signal on a Subtending output thereof and to 
receive a multiple wavelength signal on a Subtending input 
thereof, although it is not limited thereto. The subtending 
inputs and outputs can be coupleable to another optical device 
in the same optical node. But it should be understood that 
ROADMs are not limited to transmitting multiple wavelength 
signals to optical devices within the same optical node and to 
receiving multiple wavelength signals from optical devices 
within the same optical node. Accordingly, in other example 
embodiments that will be discussed below, a ROADM 
receives a multiple wavelength signal from and transmits a 
multiple wavelength signal to a network node interface that 
connects to another node. 

In addition, as used in this application, the term “ROADM 
core device' or “ROADM core” is a type of ROADM that can 
be used in an optical network and/or an optical node and that 
can connect to at least two add-on devices. Such a ROADM 
core device enables the formation of a multifunctional and 
reconfigurable optical node if the add-on devices are of dif 
ferent types, thereby providing a plurality of different func 
tions to the ROADM core device. As also used in this appli 
cation, an add-on device or module, also called a ROADM 
add-on, is an optical device connectable to a ROADM, via at 
least one Subtending input and one Subtending output of the 
ROADM, and that is configured to transmit optical signals of 
multiple wavelengths to the ROADM and to receive optical 
signals of multiple wavelengths from the ROADM, such as, 
but not limited to, another ROADM, port expansion packs, 
and spur access packs. In addition, as used in this application, 
the terms “network node interface”, “network interface', 
“input line interface”, “line in”, “line out”, “line input port'. 
“line in port”, “line output port”, “line out', and “DWDM line 
interface' are used interchangeably and are used to denote the 
interface between a ROADM in one node and another node to 
permit optical communication between the two nodes. Vari 
ous example embodiments described below provide a 
ROADM and a ROADM core with additional functionality. 
For example, according the various embodiments, a ROADM 
may also be configurable and reconfigurable to 1) receive 
optical signals of single and multiple wavelengths, divide the 
received optical signals into a plurality of optical signals and 
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output the plurality of optical signals, 2) combine received 
optical signals into a single optical signal, and output the 
single optical signal, 3) receive and process signals of a single 
wavelength or multiple wavelengths at an add port thereof 
and/or drop signals of a single wavelength or multiple wave 
lengths from a drop port thereof, and/or 4) change the Sub 
tending output or drop port from which a single-wavelength 
optical signal is output or dropped and/or change the selection 
of single-wavelength optical signals originating on different 
Subtending inputs or add ports thereof that are output from 
subtending outputs or drop ports thereof. But it should be 
understood that ROADMs are not limited to these functions 
or the additional functions discussed below, and that it is 
within the scope of the example embodiments for the 
ROADMs described hereinto include additional and/or alter 
native functions. It should also be understood that ROADMs 
are not limited to performing all of the functions noted above 
and discussed below, but are configurable to perform any 
subset of the above and below discussed functions. 
The ROADMs described herein can include add and drop 

ports. These ports can be of two types: colored add and drop 
ports and colorless add and drop ports. A colored port is 
pre-assigned only one particular frequency or wavelength. 
No other wavelengths or frequencies can be used with such a 
“colored’ port. As a result, only the pre-assigned wavelength 
for aparticular add port can be added at that add port, and only 
the pre-assigned wavelength for a particular drop port can be 
dropped from that drop port. A colorless add/drop port is not 
assigned a particular frequency or wavelength so that any 
frequency or wavelength can be used with the port (e.g., any 
wavelength can be added to any of the colorless add ports and 
any wavelength can be dropped from any of the colorless drop 
ports). 

According to at least one example embodiment, a 4th gen 
eration DWDM networking element and procedure are pro 
vided that can be used by themselves or with additional ele 
ments and procedures to form a multifunctional, 
reconfigurable DWDM optical node, a DWDM optical net 
work, and a DWDM system, and to practice a DWDM pro 
cedure. One or more colorless optical ports and one or more 
colored optical ports that can extend the functionality of a 
DWDM optical node also can be provided, as will be dis 
cussed below. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an example embodiment of a ROADM 
10. The ROADM 10 includes a light distributor 12, a light 
combiner 14, a plurality of Subtending outputs 16, and a 
plurality of subtending inputs 18. However, it is within the 
scope of the example embodiment for the ROADM 10 to 
include a plurality of light distributors 12 and a plurality of 
light combiners 14. The light distributor 12 can include a 
primary input interface 20, also called a primary input 20, 
while the light combiner 14 can include a primary output 
interface 22, also called a primary output 22. The ROADM 10 
can constitute part of or an entire optical node. In these cases, 
the primary input interface 20 of the light distributors 12 can 
receive optical signals from a primary output of the ROADM 
of another optical node and the primary output interface 22 of 
the light combiners 14 can transmit optical signals to a pri 
mary input of the ROADM of another optical node. The light 
distributors 12 can be used to distribute (in some manner as 
known to those skilled in the art) the light arriving on the 
primary input 20 to the subtending outputs 16. The light 
combiners 14 can be used to combine (in some manner as 
known to those skilled in the art) the light arriving on the 
Subtending inputs 18 to the primary output 22. Any of mul 
tiple types of light combiners, and any of multiple types of 
light distributors can be used in accordance with example 
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10 
embodiments, as will be described below. ROADM10 can be 
provided with a network node interface (not shown) through 
which it transmits multiple-wavelength optical signals to and 
receives multiple-wavelength signals from another optical 
node. 
Types of Light Combiners and Light Distributors 

FIG. 2A shows an example of a type-1 light distributor 24 
in accordance with an example embodiment. The type-1 light 
distributor 24 can route a portion of the total amount of light 
entering at a primary inputy, 26 to each of Subtending out 
puts 28, which are individually denoted as X, X ... X, where 
k is a positive integer representing the total number of Sub 
tending outputs. Expressed in another way, X, represents the 
ith subtending output, where 'i' ranges from 1 to k. For the 
case of an "even distributor, an equal amount of light is 
diverted from the primary inputy, 26 to each of the subtend 
ing outputs (X, X ... x) 28. For instance, for the case of an 
“even'1-to-2 light distributor having two subtending outputs 
X and X, half of the light at the primary input y, 26 is 
diverted to Subtending output X, and half of the light is 
diverted to Subtending output X. In general, the amount of 
optical power P., at any given output X, of k total outputs can 
be determined by the formula P-b.P. (where P, is the 
amount of optical power applied to primary input y, b, 
represents the scaling coefficient of the light distributor for 
output X, and 

Therefore, for the case of an 50/50 light distributor, 50 percent 
of the light is sent to output X (b-0.5) and 50 percent of the 
light is sent to output X (b. 0.5). In reality, an actual light 
distributor is not ideal and the light from the primary inputy 
26 may not always be perfectly coupled into the subtending 
outputs 28, so that a small error term (e) may be associated 
with each output x, of the type-1 light distributor. Therefore, 
for the non-ideal light distributor, Pb,P-e. It is within the 
scope of the example embodiment for the type-1 light dis 
tributor 24 to be constructed such that an uneven proportion of 
light from the primary inputy, 26 is directed to each of the 
Subtending outputs 28 so that the amount of light output on 
each subtending output 28 is not identical. Therefore, for the 
case of an ideal 80/20 light distributor, 80 percent of the light 
is sent to output X (b–0.8) and 20 percent of the light is sent 
to output x, (b-0.2). It is also within the scope of the example 
embodiment, for the type-1 light distributor 24 to operate 
without being programmed with the knowledge of the fre 
quencies (wavelengths) associated with the light upon which 
it operates. The type-1 light distributor 24 is also called an 
optical power divider or an optical splitter. 

FIG. 2B shows an example embodiment of a type-1 light 
combiner 30. The type-1 light combiner 30 shown in FIG. 2B 
can be configured to combine the light from Subtending 
inputs 32 and direct the optical power associated with those 
Subtending inputs 32 to a primary output, y, 34. The Sub 
tending inputs 32 are individually identified as X, X ... X, k 
in this case being the total number of Subtending inputs 32. 
Expressed in another way, X, in this example represents the ith 
Subtending input, where 'i' ranges from 1 tok. In an example 
of a ROADM core device including a type-1 light combiner 
30, the total number of subtending inputs can be the same as 
the total number of subtending outputs. But it is within the 
scope of the example embodiment for the total number of 
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subtending inputs to be different than the total number of 
Subtending outputs. In addition, in one example embodiment, 
the light combiner 30 can be an “even combiner, in which the 
percentage of light sent to the primary output y 34 from 
each of the subtending inputs 32 is equal. For the case of an 5 
“even 2-to-1 light combiner 30, half of the light output from 
the primary output y 34 comes from the Subtending input 
X, and half of the light output from the primary outputy 34 
comes from the Subtending input X. In general, for the case of 
a kinput light combiner, the amount of optical power P, at 
outputy can be determined by the formula 

10 

k 

yout =Xb, P. 15 
i=1 

(where b, represents the Scaling coefficient of the light com 
biner for input 2O 

25 

and P, is the power applied to input x.). In reality, though, for 
a non-ideal light combiner, the light from the Subtending 
inputs 32 may not always be perfectly coupled into the pri 
mary output 34. So that a small error term (e) may be associ 
ated with the type-1 light combiner 30. Therefore, for the 
non-ideal light combiner 

30 

k 35 

P = X b; P - e. 

It is within the scope of the example embodiment for the 
type-1 light combiner 30 to be also constructed such that an 
uneven proportion of light is directed from each of the sub 
tending inputs 32 to the light combiner output 34. As a result, 
the primary output may receive a different percentage of light 
from each subtending input. Therefore, for the case of an ideal 
70/30 light combiner, 70 percent of the light from input x is 
coupled toy (b–0.7) and 30 percent of the light from input 
X is coupled toy (b. 0.3). It is also within the scope of the 
example embodiment for the type-1 light combiner 30 to 
operate without being programmed with the knowledge of the 
frequencies (wavelengths) associated with the light upon 
which it operates. The type-1 light combiner 30 is also called 
an optical power adder or an optical coupler. 

FIG. 3A shows an example of a type-1A light distributor 
36. The type-1A light distributor 36 can route a portion of the 
total amount of light entering at a primary inputy, 38 to each 
of subtending outputs 40, which are individually denoted as 
X, X ... X, k being the total number of Subtending outputs. 
Expressed in another way, X, in this case represents the ith 
subtending output, where 'i' ranges from 1 to k. Each sub 
tending output 40 includes a variable optical attenuator 60 
(VOA) 42. Each VOA 42 can enable the light exiting a given 
subtending output to be further attenuated by some adjustable 
amount denoted by a where “a” represents a coefficient of 
attenuation and 'i' represents a particular Subtending output 
40 and ranges from 1 to k, where k is the total number of 65 
Subtending outputs. Thus, for example, a, is the coefficient of 
attenuation applied to the 1 subtending output 40, which is 
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denoted by X. Each VOA 42 can also allow the light exiting 
a given Subtending output to be completely extinguished. In 
this case, the coefficient of attenuation takes the value of 0. 
Each VOA 42 can be adjusted independently from all other 
VOAS 42, although it is within the scope of the example 
embodiment to not provide interdependent control of the 
VOAS 42. A control signal associated with each Subtending 
output 40 of the type-1A light distributor 36 can be used to set 
the attenuation value of each VOA 42, as is known to those 
skilled in the art. It is within the scope of the example embodi 
ment for each subtending output 40 to include a VOA 42, and 
for less than all of the subtending output 40 to include a VOA 
42 and for any number of subtending outputs 40 to include a 
VOA 42. For the case of an “even light distributor, an equal 
amount of light is diverted from the primary input y 38 to 
each of the Subtending outputs X, X ... X. For instance, for 
the case of an “even 1-to-2 light distributor having two 
Subtending outputs X and X, half of the light at the primary 
inputy,38 is diverted to subtending output x, and half of the 
light is diverted to Subtending output X. In general the 
amount of optical power Pat any given output X, of k total 
outputs can be determined by the formula Plab, P (where x; "t y, \ . 
P, is the amount of optical power applied to primary input 
y, b, represents the scaling coefficient of the light distributor 
for output X, a represents the coefficient of attenuation for 
output X, Osas 1, and 

Therefore, for the case of an 50/50 light distributor (k=2) with 
the VOA of output x set to attenuate its input signal by 60% 
and with the VOA of output X set to attenuate its input signal 
by 70%, 20 percent of the light from P, is sent to output x, 
(b)=0.5, a -0.4) and 15 percent of the light from P, is sent to 
output X (b-0.5, a 0.3). In reality, an actual light distribu 
tor is not ideal and the light from the primary inputy, 38 may 
not always be perfectly coupled into the Subtending outputs 
40, so that a small error term (e) may be associated with each 
output of the type-1A light distributor 36. Therefore, for the 
non-ideal light distributor, P., a,b,P,-e. It is within the 
scope of the example embodiment for the type-1A light dis 
tributor 36 to be constructed such that an uneven proportion of 
light from the primary inputy 38 is directed to each of the 
Subtending outputs 40 So that the amount of light output on 
each Subtending output 40 is not identical (assuming the 
attenuation coefficients a, are the same). It is also within the 
Scope of the example embodiment, for the type-1A light 
distributor 36 to operate without being programmed with the 
knowledge of the frequencies (wavelengths) associated with 
the light upon which it operates. It is further within the scope 
of the example embodiment for the type-1A distributor 36 to 
be identical to its type-1 equivalent, except that the VOA 42 is 
inserted in each Subtending output. And it also within the 
scope of the example embodiment for the type-1A distributor 
36 to be different from its type-1 equivalent in ways in addi 
tion to the use of the VOA. The type-1A light distributor 36 is 
also called an optical power divider with VOA.s or an optical 
splitter with VOAS. 
FIG.3B shows an example embodiment of a type-1A light 

combiner 44. The type-1A light combiner shown in FIG. 3B 
can be configured to attenuate light from Subtending inputs 46 
using variable optical attenuators (VOAs) 48, combine the 
attenuated light from the Subtending inputs 46, and direct the 
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optical power associated with those Subtending inputs 46 to a 
primary output, y, 50. Each VOA 48 can enable the light 
entering the light combiner 44 on a given Subtending input to 
be attenuated by Some adjustable amount denoted by a 
where “a represents a coefficient of attenuation and “1” 
represents a particular subtending input 46 and ranges from 1 
to k, where k is the total number of Subtending inputs; thus, 
for example, a is the coefficient of attenuation applied to the 
1 subtending input 46, which is denoted by X, and a2 is the 
coefficient of attenuation applied to the 2" subtending input 
46, which is denoted by X. Expressed in another way, X, in 
this case represents the ith Subtending input, where 'i' ranges 
from 1 to k. Each VOA 48 can also enable the light entering 
the light combiner 44 on a given Subtending input to be 
completely extinguished. In this case, the coefficient of 
attenuation takes the value of 0. Each VOA 48 can be adjusted 
independently from all other VOAS 48, although it is within 
the scope of the example embodiment, to not provide inter 
dependent control of the VOA's 48. A control signal associ 
ated with each Subtending input 46 of the type-1A light com 
biner 44 can be used to set the attenuation value of each VOA 
48. It is within the scope of the example embodiment for each 
subtending input 46 to include a VOA 48, and it is within the 
scope of the example embodiment for less than all of the 
subtending inputs 46 to include a VOA 48 and for any number 
of subtending inputs 46 to include a VOA 48. In addition, in 
a ROADM core device including a type-1A light combiner 
44, the total number of Subtending inputs can be the same as 
the total number of subtending outputs. But it is within the 
scope of the example embodiment for the total number of 
subtending inputs in a ROADM core device to be different 
than the total number of Subtending outputs. In addition, the 
light combiner 44 can be an “even combiner, in which the 
percentage of light sent to the primary output y 50 from 
each of the Subtending inputs 46 is equal. For the case of an 
“even 2-to-1 light combiner 44, half of the light output from 
the primary outputy 50 comes from the subtending input 
X, and half of the light output from the primary outputy 50 
comes from the Subtending input X. In general, for the case of 
a kinput type-1A light combiner, the amount of optical power 
Pat outputy can be determined by the formula 

k 

P = Xbia, P., 
i=1 

(where b, represents the scaling coefficient of the light com 
biner for input X, a represents the coefficient of attenuation 
for input X, Osas 1, 

and P, is the power applied to input x.). In reality though, for 
a non-ideal light combiner, the light from the Subtending 
inputs 46 may not always be perfectly coupled into the pri 
mary output 50, so that a small error term (e) may be associ 
ated with the type-1A light combiner 44. Therefore, for the 
non-ideal type-1A light combiner 
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k 

yout X bia; Pt - 8. 
i=1 

It is within the scope of the example embodiment for the 
type-1A light combiner 44 to be also constructed Such that an 
uneven proportion of light is directed from each of the sub 
tending inputs 46 to the light combiner output 50. As a result, 
in this example embodiment, the primary output may receive 
a different percentage of light from each Subtending input. It 
is also within the scope of the example embodiment for the 
type-1A light combiner 44 to operate without being pro 
grammed with the knowledge of the frequencies (wave 
lengths) associated with the light upon which it operates. It is 
further within the scope of the example embodiment for the 
type-1A light combiner 44 to be identical to its type-1 equiva 
lent shown in FIG. 2B, except that the VOA 48 is inserted in 
each Subtending input 46 in the type-1A light combiner 44. In 
addition, it is within the scope of the example embodiment for 
the type-1A light combiner 44 to be different from its type-1 
equivalent shown in FIG. 2B in ways in addition to the use of 
the VOA. The type-1A light combiner 44 is also called an 
optical power adder with VOA.s or an optical coupler with 
VOAS. 

FIG. 4A shows an example of a type-2 light distributor 52. 
The type-2 light distributor 52 can be configured to demulti 
plex individual wavelengths from a composite wavelength 
division multiplexed light stream including m multiple wave 
lengths denoted as w, w, ... W, where m represents the total 
number of wavelengths in the stream. A wavelength division 
multiplexed (WDM) light stream or a dense wavelength divi 
sion multiplexed (DWDM) light stream can be applied to the 
primary input 54 of the type-2 light distributor 52. The type-2 
light distributor 52 is then able to divert particular wave 
lengths to particular Subtending outputs 56, depending upon 
its design. In the FIG. 4A example, a DWDM signal including 
wavelengths w to W is applied to the type-2 light distributor 
52, and the light distributor 52 directs wavelength, to sub 
tending output 1, wavelength W to Subtending output 2, and 
more generally, directs wavelength, to subtending output i 
(where i=1 to m). For the type-2 light distributor 52, a given 
wavelength is directed to a pre-defined and predetermined 
subtending output 56. There may be an inherent insertion 
power loss associated with the path each wavelength takes 
from the primary input 54 to its corresponding Subtending 
output 56. While one example embodiment employs the same 
number of wavelengths as the number of Subtending outputs 
56, it is within the scope of the example embodiment for the 
number of wavelengths to differ from the number of subtend 
ing outputs 56. 

FIG. 4B shows an example of a type-2 light combiner 58, 
which can be used to multiplex individual wavelengths. Such 
as w, w, ..., warriving on individual Subtending inputs 60 
in order to form a composite wavelength division multiplexed 
light stream on primary output 62 including light of the mul 
tiple wavelengths W. W. . . . . W., (m in this case being an 
integer representing the total number of wavelengths input 
into the light combiner 58). A single predefined wavelength is 
applied to each Subtending input 60 of the type-2 light com 
biner 58. In the FIG. 4B example, wavelength, is applied to 
Subtending input 1, wavelength w is applied to subtending 
input 2, and wavelength w, is applied to Subtending input m. 
The resulting light stream exiting from the primary output 62 
then includes a DWDM signal including wavelengths w 
through W. There may be an inherent insertion power loss 
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associated with the path each wavelength takes from its Sub 
tending input 60 to the primary output 62. An example of a 
physical component that performs wavelength multiplexing 
or wavelength demultiplexing is an Arrayed Waveguide Grat 
ing (AWG). While one example embodiment employs the 
same number of wavelengths as the number of Subtending 
inputs 60, it is within the scope of the example embodiment 
for the number of wavelengths to differ from the number of 
Subtending inputs 60. In another example embodiment, in a 
ROADM core device including a type-2 light combiner 58, 
the total number of Subtending inputs can be the same as the 
total number of subtending outputs. But it is within the scope 
of the example embodiment for the total number of subtend 
ing inputs of such a ROADM core device to be different than 
the total number of Subtending outputs. 

FIG. 5A shows an example of a type-3 light distributor 64. 
The type-3 light distributor 64 can be configured to direct the 
light arriving on the primary input 66 to only one of the k 
Subtending outputs 68 (in this instance, k is an integer denot 
ing the total number of subtending outputs 68). The type-3 
light distributor 64 can be programmed in a manner known to 
those skilled in the art to direct the lightarriving at the primary 
input 66 to any of the k subtending outputs 68. For instance, 
all the light arriving at the primary input 66 could first be 
directed to Subtending output 1, and then at Some time later, 
the distributor 64 could be programmed or reconfigured such 
that all the lightarriving at the primary input 66 could then be 
directed to Subtending output 2. To accomplish this task, a 
control signal can be associated with the type-3 light distribu 
tor 64 to program the type-3 light distributor 64 to direct the 
light arriving on the primary input 66 to a selected one of the 
subtending outputs 68. This type-3 light distributor 64 is also 
called a 1-to-k optical Switch. 

FIG. 5B shows an example of a type-3 light combiner 70 
that can be configured to direct the light from only one of its 
subtending inputs 72 to its primary output 74. The type-3 light 
combiner 70 can be programmed in ways known to those 
skilled in the art to direct the light arriving on any of its k 
subtending inputs 72 to its primary output 74 (in this example 
embodiment, k is an integer denoting the total number of 
Subtending inputs 72). For instance, all the light arriving on 
subtending input 1 could first be directed to the primary 
output 74, and then at Some time later, the light arriving on 
Subtending input 1 can be prevented from being directed to 
the primary output 74, and instead, all the light arriving on 
subtending input 2 can be directed to the primary output 74. 
To accomplish this task, a control signal can be associated 
with a type-3 light combiner, as is known to those skilled in 
the art. The control signal is used to program or reconfigure 
the combiner 70 to direct the light arriving on one of the 
subtending inputs 72 to the primary output 74. This type-3 
light combiner is also called a k-to-1 optical switch. Both the 
type-3 light distributor 64 and the type-3 light combiner 70 
may have an inherent optical insertion loss (IL) associated 
with the paths through them. In one example embodiment, in 
a ROADM core device including a type-3 light combiner 70, 
the total number of Subtending inputs is the same as the total 
number of subtending outputs. But it is within the scope of the 
example embodiment for the total number of subtending 
inputs to be different than the total number of subtending 
outputs. 
The functions provided by the type 1, 2, and 3 light dis 

tributors and by the type 1, 2, and 3 light combiners can be 
further combined to form more complex light distributors and 
light combiners. FIGS. 6, 35, and 42 illustrate examples of 
Such elements. 
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FIG. 6 shows an example of a type-4 light distributor 76. 

The type-4 light distributor 76 can include a type-2 light 
distributor 78, type-2 light combiners 80, type-3 light dis 
tributors 82, andVOAS 84 positioned between the type-2 light 
distributor 78 and the type-3 light distributors 82. The type-2 
light distributor 78, the type-2 light combiners 80, the type-3 
light distributors 82, and the VOAS 84 can be the same as, for 
example, the type-2 light distributor 52, the type-2 light com 
biner 58, the type-3 light distributor 64, and the VOAS 42, 
respectively, shown in FIGS. 4A, 4B, 5A, and 3A, although 
they are not limited thereto. In addition, a control signal 
associated with each VOA 84 can be used to set the attenua 
tion value of each VOA 84. The type-4 light distributor 76 can 
be configured and programmed to direct each wavelength 
arriving in the light stream entering the primary input 86 to 
only one of the type-2 light combiners 80 and its associated 
subtending output 81, which are individually denoted by 1 
throughk (kbeing an integer representing the total number of 
Subtending outputs in this case). This is accomplished by 1) 
receiving a multiple-wavelength signal, composed of mul 
tiple wavelengths up to m wavelengths (w, w, ... ), with 
the type-2 light distributor 78 on the primary input 86 (m 
representing the total number of wavelengths within the light 
stream entering the primary input 86), 2) separating the mul 
tiple-wavelength signal into a plurality of single-wavelength 
optical signals with the type-2 light distributor 78, 3) indi 
vidually attenuating each single-wavelength optical signal 
output from the type-2 light distributor 78 with a correspond 
ing VOA 84, 4) directing each attenuated single-wavelength 
optical signal to a different and corresponding type-3 light 
distributor 82, 5) assigning each attenuated single-wave 
length optical signal to only one of the type-2 light combiners 
80 using its corresponding type-3 light distributor 82, so that 
different sets of attenuated single-wavelength optical signals 
can be directed to different type-2 light combiners 80, 6) 
combining optical signals in each set of assigned, attenuated, 
single-wavelength optical signals output from the type-3 light 
distributors 82 into a single output signal with one of the 
type-2 light combiners 80, and 7) outputting each single 
output signal from the type-2 light combiner 80 on its asso 
ciated subtending output 81. The 1-to-k optical switches 82 
can be programmable to direct an optical signal input there 
into to any one of the type-2 light combiners 80 and their 
associated subtending outputs 81. As illustrated in FIG. 6, up 
to m wavelengths can be included within the light stream 
entering the primary input 86, and up to m wavelengths can 
exit any given Subtending output 81. The Subtending outputs 
81 are individually denoted by the phrase “subtending output 
1”, “subtending output 2, ... "subtending output k”, where 
k denotes the total number of Subtending outputs. As noted 
above, the 1-to-k optical switches 82 can direct a given wave 
length applied thereto to only one type-2 light combiner 80 
and only one subtending output 81. Therefore, for example, if 
wavelength w is directed to Subtending output 1, then it 
cannot simultaneously be directed to Subtending output 2, for 
instance, or any other Subtending output. In addition, the light 
distributor 76 can be programmed to attenuate the optical 
power of each wavelength using the VOA 84 associated with 
that wavelength before it is directed to a given Subtending 
output 81 by one of the 1-to-k optical switches 82. It is also 
within the scope of the example embodiment for the VOA 84 
associated with a given wavelength to be programmed Such 
that the wavelength is blocked from exiting any of the sub 
tending outputs. Further, it is within the scope of the example 
embodiment, for the type-4 light distributor 76 not to include 
the VOAS 84. And it is within the scope of the example 
embodiment for the light distributor 76 to include more or less 
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than the number of type-2 light distributors 78, VOAS 84. 
type-3 light distributors 82, and type-2 light combiners 80 
shown in FIG. 6. It is also within the scope of the example 
embodiment for the type-4 light distributor to include addi 
tional elements not shown in FIG. 6. It is further within the 
Scope of the example embodiment, for any of the type-2 light 
distributor 78, the VOAS 84, the type-3 light distributors 82, 
and the type-2 light combiners 80 of the type-4 light distribu 
tor 76 shown in FIG. 6 to be replaced by any other suitable 
component that performs the functions of these elements 
discussed above. As an example, a single VOA function and a 
single 1 to k optical Switch function may be implemented with 
a single mirror device (MEMs) which can both switch light 
and attenuate light simultaneously. Alternatively, both the 
VOA function and the 1 to k optical switch function may be 
implemented using liquid crystal technology in another 
example embodiment. 

In summary, the path through the type-4 light distributor 76 
is as follows. AWDM or DWDM light stream is applied to the 
primary input 86 of the distributor 78. The type-2 light dis 
tributor 78 then demultiplexes the WDM/DWDM light 
stream into its individual wavelengths. Each of the individual 
wavelengths is attenuated by Some programmable amount via 
a corresponding VOA 84. Each wavelength is then directed to 
its corresponding type-2 light combiner 80 and its corre 
sponding k Subtending output 81 via its corresponding type-3 
light distributor 82 (1-to-k optical switch). At each type-2 
light combiner 80, the combiner 80 multiplexes up to m 
wavelengths into a WDM/DWDM signal on a corresponding 
subtending output 81. 
The light distributor 76 is a 1-to-k, type-4 light distributor 

configured to operate upon m wavelengths and using mVOA 
control signals, and m 1-to-k optical Switch control signals. 
The type-4 light distributor 76 is also called a wavelength 
router or a wavelength selective switch (WSS). 

FIG.7 shows an example embodimentofa type-1 ROADM 
core device 102. It includes a type-1 light combiner 102a or a 
type-1A light combiner 102b and a type-4 light distributor 
102c. The type-1 light combiner 102a, the type-1A light 
combiner 102b, and the type-4 light distributor 102c can be 
the same as, for example, the type-1 light combiner 30, the 
type-1A light combiner 44, and the type-4 light distributor 76, 
respectively, as shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, and 6, although they 
are not limited thereto. It is within the scope of the example 
embodiment for the type-1 ROADM core device 102 to 
include more than the number of components (i.e., one type-1 
light combiner 102a, one type-1A light combiner 102b, and 
one type-4 light distributor 102c) shown in FIG. 7. It is further 
within the scope of the example embodiment for any of the 
type-1 light combiner 102a or the type-1A light combiner 
102b, and the type-4 light distributor 102c shown in FIG.7 to 
be replaced by any other Suitable component (or components) 
that performs (or perform) the functions thereof, as discussed 
above. 

FIG. 8 shows example embodiments of how two type-1 
ROADM core devices can be configured to build the multi 
plexing and demultiplexing functions associated with a 2-de 
gree ROADM based optical node including two DWDM line 
interfaces. 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an example of a DWDM 
network element 104 including an optical node that is used to 
add and drop wavelengths to and from a DWDM network ring 
or other type of network. The network element 104 includes 
two type-1 ROADM core devices, including an east ROADM 
core device 108 and a west ROADM core device 110, each 
including a bidirectional DWDM line interface 108a, 110a, 
respectively. The bidirectional DWDM line interface is also 
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called a line interface, a network node interface, or a network 
interface. The type-1 ROADM core devices 108, 110 can be 
the same as, for example, the type-1 ROADM core device 102 
shown in FIG. 7, although they are not limited thereto. It is 
within the scope of the example embodiment for the network 
element 104 to include more than the number of type-1 
ROADM core devices shown in FIG. 8. It is further within the 
scope of the example embodiment for any of the type-1 
ROADM core devices 108, 110 to be replaced by any other 
Suitable component (or components) that performs (or per 
form) the functions thereof discussed below. It is also within 
the scope of the example embodiment to connect to each 
primary input 108b. 110b of each ROADM core device 108, 
110 an input optical amplifier (not shown). The input optical 
amplifier can be used to compensate for any loss associated 
with the length of fiber connected to the primary input 108b. 
110b of the ROADM core device 108, 110. Similarly, it is 
within the scope of the example embodiment to connect to the 
primary output 108c, 110c of the each ROADM core device 
108, 110 an output optical amplifier (not shown). The output 
optical amplifier could be used to compensate for any inser 
tion loss of the two ROADMs 108, 110 located between a 
primary input (for example, the primary input 110b on the 
west ROADM core device 110) and a primary output (for 
example, the primary output 108c on the east ROADM core 
device 108 for instance). The input optical amplifier (not 
shown) could have the ability to adjust its optical gain, based 
upon the length of fiber connected to it. The output optical 
amplifier, however, may be of the fixed-gain type, since inser 
tion loss of the two ROADMs 108 and 110 is normally a fixed 
non-changing value. Alternatively, however, the output opti 
cal amplifier can be of the varying gain type, in order to 
accommodate different types of ROADMs of differing inser 
tion losses. It is within the scope of the any of the other 
example embodiments disclosed herein to include Such opti 
cal amplifiers. It is also within the scope of the example 
embodiment for network element 104 to include more than 
the number of type-1 ROADM core devices shown in FIG.8. 
It is further within the scope of the example embodiment, for 
any of the type-1 ROADM core devices 108, 110 shown in 
FIG. 8 to be replaced by any other suitable component (or 
components) that performs (or perform) the functions 
thereof. 
The processing of a signal entering the network element 

104 will now be described. A DWDM signal can enter a 
DWDM line interface 108a, 11.0a of the network element 104 
at the primary input 110b on the west side of the network 
element, for example, at the west ROADM 110, as shown in 
FIG.8. At the DWDM line interface 110a, the optical super 
visory channel of the DWDM signal is filtered out from the 
other optical wavelengths and forwarded to an associated 
optical Supervisory channel processor (not shown) for further 
processing. It is within the scope of the any of the other 
example embodiments discussed herein to include Such fil 
tering and Supervisory channel processing. In the example 
embodiment in which the network element includes an opti 
cal input amplifier (not shown), the remaining optical wave 
lengths can be forwarded to the associated optical input 
amplifier (not shown), which simultaneously amplifies all the 
wavelengths as they pass through it. Following amplification, 
the amplified wavelengths can be sent to the type-4 light 
distributor unit 112 within the west ROADM 110 (or, in 
example embodiments in which there is no amplification, 
after the optical supervisory channel is filtered out, the 
DWDM signal is forwarded directly to the type-4 light dis 
tributor unit 112 within the west ROADM 110). The light 
distributor unit 112 can be used to isolate individual wave 
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lengths in order to allow them to be “dropped to individual 
optical converters (not shown) at drop outputs 110d, also 
called drop output ports, of the west ROADM 110 (the east 
ROADM 108 has corresponding drop outputs 108d, to which 
individual wavelengths can be dropped when a signal is input 
on the primary input 108b). A wavelength dropped to an 
optical converter is converted by the converter to either a 
non-colored optical signal (e.g., a 1310 or 850 nm signal) or 
an electrical signal. The converted signal is then passed out a 
client interface of the converter. In FIG. 8, the receivers of the 
optical converters would be connected to the drop outputs 
110d of the ROADM core device 110. Any optical wave 
lengths from the input amplifier (not shown) that are not 
dropped to an optical converter (in west ROADM 110, for 
example) can be passed though to the light combiner unit 114 
(in the east ROADM 108, for example). In FIG. 8, these 
wavelengths that are “passed through’’ in the west to east 
direction follow the path from the light distributor 112 of the 
west ROADM 110 to the light combiner 114 in the east 
ROADM 108. The light combiner unit 114 in the east 
ROADM can be used to multiplex signals from the west 
ROADM 110 with the input signals from the optical line 
converters (not shown) connected to the east ROADM 108 at 
add inputs thereof 108e (the west ROADM 110 includes 
corresponding addinputs or ports 110e which can add wave 
lengths to light combiner 118 that can be combined with a 
signal from light distributor 116 in the east ROADM 108 
when a signal is input on primary input 108b of the east 
ROADM 108). In one example embodiment, once these sig 
nals are combined into a single DWDM signal by the light 
combiner unit 114, a single DWDM signal is output from the 
primary output 108c to the network node interface 108a of the 
east ROADM 108. In another example embodiment, after 
leaving the light combiner unit 114 and before being output 
on the primary output, the single DWDM signal is forwarded 
to an associated output optical amplifier (not shown) in order 
to be amplified by Some predetermined amount, and prior to 
exiting the network element 104, an OSC filter (not shown) is 
used to combine an output optical Supervisory channel signal 
with the wavelengths of the DWDM signal from the output 
amplifier. It is within the scope of the other embodiments 
disclosed herein to include such an output amplifier and OSC 
filter. 
The transmitters of the optical converters (not shown) con 

nected to the add inputs 108e, 110e of the ROADM core 
devices 108, 110 convert client signals (either electrical or 
optical) to “colored optical signals of Some predetermined 
frequency and wavelength. For instance, a client signal could 
be converted to the wavelength associated with wavelength 1 
of them wavelengths supported by the ROADMs 108,110, or 
alternatively a client signal could be converted to any of the 
wavelengths associated with any of the m wavelengths Sup 
ported by the ROADMs 108, 110. 
DWDM signals arriving at the primary input 108b of the 

east ROADM 108 can be forwarded to the light distributor 
unit 116 of the east ROADM 108, which separates the 
DWDM signals into single-wavelength signals and transmits 
certain single-wavelength signals to the drop outputs 108d of 
the east ROADM 108 and transmits other single-wavelength 
signals to the light combiner unit 118 in the west ROADM 
110, in the same manner that is described for those signals 
arriving at the primary input 110b of the west ROADM 110. 
The FIG. 8 network element 104 can be considered to be a 

“two degree network element or node, since it is capable of 
connecting to two DWDM line interfaces, which can connect 
to two other optical nodes. Since the light distributors 112 and 
116 can direct any received wavelength to any Subtending 
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output thereof, and since the addinputs 108e, 110e, which are 
connected to the Subtending inputs of the light combiners 
114, 118, can receive any wavelength directed thereto, the 
ROADMs 108 and 110 in FIG. 8 are said to have “colorless’ 
add/drop ports. A colorless add/drop port is not assigned a 
particular frequency or wavelength so that any frequency or 
wavelength can be used with the port (e.g., any wavelength 
can be added to any of the colorless add ports and any wave 
length can be dropped from any of the colorless drop ports). 
Thus, drop outputs 108d. 110d, and addinputs 108e and 110e 
are colorless ports. In the FIG.8 network element 104, each of 
the outputs of the optical converters (not shown) connected to 
the add inputs 108e, 110e, could have VOAS (not shown). 
These VOAS could be used to adjust the power levels of each 
added wavelength to match the power levels of the “pass 
through’' wavelengths, before all the combined wavelengths 
exit the ROADMs via the primary outputs 108c, 110c. The 
optical power of the pass-through wavelengths can be 
adjusted via the VOAS within the type-4 light distributors 
112, 116, although it is not required to do so. 
FIG.9 shows an example embodiment of a ROADM based 

network element 120 including two type-1 ROADM core 
devices 122 and 124 having two DWDM line interfaces 122a, 
124a, respectively, and using type-1A light combiners 122b. 
124b. The type-1A light combiners 122b, 124b can be the 
same as, for example, the type-1A light combiner 44 shown in 
FIG.3B, although they are not limited thereto. Except for the 
replacement of type-1 light combiners 114 and 118 with 
type-1A light combiners 122b, 124b, the ROADM core 
devices 122 and 124 can be the same as, for example, the 
ROADM core devices 108, 110 shown in FIG. 8, although 
they are not limited thereto. It is within the scope of the 
example embodiment for network element 120 to include 
more than the number of type-1 ROADM core devices shown 
in FIG.9. It is further within the scope of the example embodi 
ment for any of the type-1 ROADM core devices 122, 124 to 
be replaced by any other Suitable component (or components) 
that performs (or perform) the functions of thereof. The type 
1A light combiners 122b, 124b allow wavelengths applied to 
the add inputs 122c, 124c of the ROADM core devices 122, 
124 to have their optical power levels adjusted by the VOAS 
122d, 124d included within the type-1A light combiners 
122b, 124b, thus eliminating the need to have VOAS on the 
outputs of the optical converters (not shown) connected to the 
add inputs 122c, 124c of the ROADM core devices 122, 124. 
With the type-1 ROADM core devices 122, 124, the type-4 
light distributors 122e, 124e provide the ability to “block” 
wavelengths from propagating from the primary inputs 122f. 
124f of the ROADMs 122, 124 to subtending outputs 122g, 
124g connected to the paired ROADM core device, since the 
type-4 light distributors 122e, 124e contain VOAS (not 
shown) whose attenuation coefficient can be set to 0 for those 
wavelengths. Therefore, when a given wavelength entering a 
type-1 ROADM core device 122, 124 (in a node having paired 
type-1 ROADM core devices) is diverted to a drop port 122h, 
124h thereof, that wavelength can be prevented from being 
passed to its companion ROADM core device, and therefore 
an optical signal of the same wavelength can be added to the 
primary output 122i, 124i of the companion ROADM core 
device without any interference from an optical signal of the 
same wavelength arriving at the light combiner 122b, 124b of 
the companion ROADM core device. 

FIG. 10A shows an example embodiment of a type-1 
ROADM 130 core device, which can be a variation on, but is 
not limited to being a variation on, one of the ROADM core 
devices of FIG. 9. As such, the ROADM core device 130 
shown in FIG. 10(a) can be the same as, but is not limited to, 
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for example, either of the type-1 ROADM core devices 122 
and 124 shown in FIG.9 (with the exception of the differences 
noted below). The ROADM core device 130 can comprise a 
type-4 light distributor 132 receiving optical signals input 
from line interface 134 (also called a line in or line input port), 
outputting optical signals on express output port 136, and 
locally dropping optical signals via kdrop ports 138, where k 
is a positive integer representing the total number of add ports 
and the total number of drop ports, which are the same (al 
though the example embodiment may have an unequal num 
ber of add and drop ports). The ROADM core device 130 can 
further comprise a type-1A light combiner 140 comprising a 
2:1, type-1 light combiner 142 receiving optical signals from 
an express input port 144 and outputting optical signals from 
a line output interface 146 (also called a line out or line output 
port). The type-1 light combiner 142 can also receive optical 
signals from a type-1A light combiner 148. Thus, the type-1A 
light combiner 140 can comprise the light combiners 142 and 
148. The light combiner 148 receives optical signals from k 
VOAS 150, each of which is connected to one of the k add 
ports 152. The type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A light 
combiner 148, the type-4 light distributor 132, and the VOAS 
150 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 light com 
biner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 light 
distributor 76, and the VOAS 48, respectively, as shown in 
FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited 
thereto. The type-1 ROADM core device 130 can include 
more than the number of components shown in FIG. 10(a), 
and it is within the scope of this example embodiment for any 
of the type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A light combiner 
148, the type-4 light distributor 132, and the VOAS 150 shown 
in FIG. 10(a) to be replaced by any other suitable component 
(or components) that performs (or perform) the functions 
thereof, as discussed above. 

In the ROADM core device 130, the light combiner func 
tion is performed in two stages. First the type-1A light com 
biner 148 can be used to combine the light associated with k 
add ports 152. The output of the type-1A light combiner 148 
is then directed to the first input of the 2:1 type-1 light com 
biner 142. Thus, the first input of the type-1 light combiner 
142 can receive the light output from the type-1A light com 
biner 148. The second input of the type-1 light combiner 142 
can receive optical signals inputted into the ROADM core 
device 130 on the express in port 144. The combined light 
from the express in port 144 and from the kadd ports 152 can 
then be directed to the line out port 146 of the ROADM core 
device 130. 
The wavelength router 132 in FIG. 10(a) can have one 

primary input connected to the line in port or interface 134 of 
the ROADM core device 130 and k+1 subtending outputs, 
one of which can be connected to the express out port 136, and 
the remaining k outputs can be connected to the k drop ports 
138. 

ROADM Example Embodiment #1 

FIG. 10(b) shows a first example embodiment of a type-1 
ROADM core device. The optical structure of the FIG.10(b) 
ROADM can be, but is not limited to being, identical to the 
structure of the FIG. 10(a) ROADM, except that the subtend 
ing outputs of the wavelength router and the inputs to the 
VOAS are reconfigured in order to support novel node level 
functionality, as will be discussed in detail below. However, it 
should be understood that it is within the scope of the example 
embodiment for the ROADM core shown in FIG. 10b to be 
the same as the ROADM shown in FIG. 10(a), except for the 
reconfigured Subtending inputs and outputs, as noted below. 
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More specifically, the ROADM core device 160 can com 

prise a type-4 light distributor 162 receiving optical signals 
input from line interface or line in port 164, outputting optical 
signals on express output port 166, and locally dropping 
optical signals via two sets of drop ports. The first set of 
k-(N-2) drop ports 167 (where k is the total number of drop 
ports and the total number of add ports, which are the same 
although the example embodiment is not limited to having 
equal number of add and drop ports, and N is the number of 
optical degrees supported by the ROADM 160) can function 
only as drop ports to locally drop optical signals from the 
distributor 162. The second set of N-2 drop ports 168 can 
function as both drop ports and express ports that are con 
nectable to another ROADM or similar optical device in the 
node containing the ROADM 160. The k-(N-2) drop ports 
167 can emit a signal containing a single wavelength. The 
N-2 “drop ports or express ports' 168 can emit a signal 
containing a single wavelength when operating as drop ports, 
and can emit a signal containing more than one wavelength 
when operating as express ports. 
The ROADM core device 160 can further comprise a type 

1 A light combiner 170 comprising a 2:1, type-1 light com 
biner 172 receiving optical signals from an express input port 
174 and outputting optical signals from a line output interface 
176. The type-1 light combiner 172 can also receive optical 
signals from a type-1A light combiner 178. Thus, the type-1A 
light combiner 170 can comprise the light combiners 172 and 
178. The light combiner 178 can receive optical signals from 
VOAS 180, each connected to one of two sets of add ports. 
The first set of k-(N-2) add ports 181 can function only as 
add ports to locally add optical signals to the ROADM 160. 
The second set of N-2 add ports 182 can function as both add 
ports and express ports that are connectable to another 
ROADM or similar optical device in the node containing the 
ROADM 160 to receive optical signals therefrom. The k-(N- 
2) add ports 181 can receive a signal containing a single 
wavelength. The N-2 “add ports or express ports' 182 can 
receive a signal containing a single wavelength when operat 
ing as add ports, and can receive a signal containing more than 
one wavelength when operating as express ports. 
The type-1 light combiner 172, the type-1A light combiner 

178, the type-4 light distributor 162, and VOAS 180 can be the 
same as, for example, the type-1 light combiner 30, the type 
1A light combiner 44, the type-4 light distributor 76, and the 
VOAS 48, respectively, as shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, 
although they are not limited thereto. In addition, the type-1 
light combiner 172, the type-1A light combiner 178, and the 
type-4 light distributor 162 can be the same as, or different 
from, the type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A light com 
biner 148, and the type-4 light distributor 132 shown in FIG. 
10(a). Also, the type-1 ROADM core device 160 can include 
more than the number of components shown in FIG. 10(b), 
and it is within the scope of this example embodiment for any 
of the type-1 light combiner 172, the type-1A light combiner 
178, the type-4 light distributor 162, and the VOAS 180 shown 
in FIG.10(b) to be replaced by any other suitable component 
(or components) that performs (or perform) the same or simi 
lar functions thereof, as discussed above. 

Optical Node Example Embodiment #1 

FIGS. 11 through 14 represent example embodiments of a 
first optical node. These diagrams illustrate how the FIG. 
10(a) ROADM core device can be used in one of three dif 
ferent example modes of operation. The first mode is a two 
degree ROADM mode in which each ROADM has kadd/drop 
ports. The second mode is a three-degree ROADM mode. In 
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this mode the add and drop ports comprise a first set of add 
ports and a first set of drop ports in which the add and drop 
ports function only as add and drop ports, and a second set of 
add ports and a second set of drop ports in which the add and 
drop ports function as both add and drop ports, respectively, 
and as express ports that are connectable to another ROADM 
core device. In the second mode, each ROADM has k-1 add 
ports in the first set and k-1 drop ports in the first set, where 
k represents the total number of add ports when the add ports 
in both sets of add ports are combined and k also represents 
the total number of drop ports when the drop ports in both sets 
of drop ports are combined. The third mode is a four-degree 
ROADM mode. In this mode the add and drop ports also 
comprise a first set of add ports and a first set of drop ports in 
which the add and drop ports function only as add and drop 
ports, and a second set of add ports and a second set of drop 
ports in which the add and drop ports function as both add and 
drop ports, respectively, and as express ports that are connect 
able to another ROADM core device. In the third mode, each 
ROADM has k-2 add ports in the first set and k-2 drop ports 
in the first set, where k represents the total number of add 
ports when the add ports in both sets of add ports are com 
bined and k also represents the total number of drop ports 
when the drop ports in both sets of drop ports are combined. 
In general, the FIG.10(b) ROADM core device can be used to 
construct an N-degree node using N-2 add ports and N-2 
drop ports as express ports to connect to another ROADM. 
with each ROADM having a total of k+2-N add/drop ports, 
where N is the number of ROADMs in the node. (AnN degree 
node is a node having N ROADMs, each with one network 
node interface, also called a DWDW line interface). 

FIG. 11 shows an example embodiment of an optical node 
200 including two ROADM core devices 202 and 204 inter 
connected in order to form a two-degree optical node in which 
each ROADM core device 202, 204 has k colorless add/drop 
ports. Each ROADM core shown in FIG. 11 can be the same 
as, for example, one of the ROADM cores shown in FIG. 
10(a), although it is not limited thereto. It is within the scope 
of the example embodiment for the optical node shown in 
FIG. 11 to include additional elements. It is also within the 
scope of this example embodiment to replace each of the 
ROADM core devices shown in FIG. 11 and each of the 
components of each ROADM core with any other suitable 
component (or components) that performs (or perform) the 
functions thereof. In the two-degree configuration shown in 
FIG. 11, since all of the kadd ports are considered equal, the 
type-1A light combiner used on each ROADM can be 
designed such that an equal amount of light from each add 
port appears at the output of the light combiner, although it is 
not required to do so. Such a light combiner is referred to as 
an “equal-split' optical coupler. 
More specifically, the ROADM 202 can comprise a type-4 

light distributor 210 receiving optical signals input from line 
interface 212, outputting optical signals on express output 
port 214 (which is connected to the express input port 240 of 
the ROADM 204), and locally dropping optical signals viak 
drop ports 216, where k is a positive integer representing the 
total number of add ports and the total number of drop ports, 
which are the same (although the example embodiment may 
have an unequal number of add and dropports). The ROADM 
core device 202 can further comprise a 2:1, type-1 light com 
biner 218 receiving optical signals from an express input port 
220 (which, in turn, receives optical signals from an express 
output port 234 of the ROADM 204) and outputting optical 
signals from a line output interface 222. The type-1 light 
combiner 218 can also receive optical signals from a k:1. 
type-1A light combiner 224. The light combiner 224 receives 
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optical signals from kVOAS 226, each of which is connected 
to one of the kadd ports 228. The type-1 light combiner 218, 
the type-1A light combiner 224, the type-4 light distributor 
210, and the VOA's 226 can be the same as, for example, the 
type-1 light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the 
type-4 light distributor 76, and VOAS 48, respectively, as 
shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not 
limited thereto. The type-1 ROADM core device 202 can 
include more than the number of components shown in FIG. 
11, and it is within the scope of this example embodiment for 
any of the type-1 light combiner 218, the type-1A light com 
biner 224, the type-4 light distributor 210, and the VOAS 228 
shown in FIG. 11 to be replaced by any other suitable com 
ponent (or components) that performs (or perform) the func 
tions thereof, as discussed above. 
The ROADM 204 can comprise a type-4 light distributor 

230 receiving optical signals input from line interface 232. 
outputting optical signals on the express output port 234 
(which is connected to the express input port 220 of the 
ROADM202), and locally dropping optical signals via kdrop 
ports 236, where k is a positive integer representing the total 
number of add ports and the total number of dropports, which 
are the same (although the example embodiment may have an 
unequal number of add and drop ports). The ROADM core 
device 204 can further comprise a 2:1, type-1 light combiner 
238 receiving optical signals from an express input port 240 
(which, in turn, receives optical signals from an express out 
put port 214 of the ROADM 202) and outputting optical 
signals from a line output interface 242. The type-1 light 
combiner 238 can also receive optical signals from a k:1. 
type-1A light combiner 244. The light combiner 244 receives 
optical signals from kVOAS 246, each of which is connected 
to one of the kadd ports 248. The type-1 light combiner 238, 
the type-1A light combiner 244, the type-4 light distributor 
230, and VOA.s 246 can be the same as, for example, the 
type-1 light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the 
type-4 light distributor 76, and VOAS 48, respectively, as 
shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not 
limited thereto. The type-1 ROADM core device 204 can 
include more than the number of components shown in FIG. 
11, and it is within the scope of this example embodiment for 
any of the type-1 light combiner 238, the type-1A light com 
biner 244, the type-4 light distributor 230, and the VOAS 246 
shown in FIG. 11 to be replaced by any other suitable com 
ponent (or components) that performs (or perform) the func 
tions thereof, as discussed above. 

There is typically an optical insertion loss associated with 
every path through a type-1 (or 1A) light combiner (or optical 
coupler). For an ideal kinput equal-split optical coupler, the 
insertion loss associated with all k paths through the optical 
coupler are exactly the same. In general the insertion loss (in 
dB) associated with each input of a k-input equal-split optical 
coupler is equal to 10 log(1/k)+e, where "e" is the excess loss 
associated with the coupler. The excess loss associated with a 
coupler is any additional loss that may occur over and above 
the insertion loss due to the light splitting function. The table 
below illustrates some typical specifications for different 
example embodiments of equal-split optical couplers. 

TABLE 1. 

Configuration Coupling Ratio Insertion Loss Excess Loss 

1x2 50.00% 3.4 dB 0.39 dB 
1x3 33.33% 5.7 dB 0.93 dB 
1x4 25.00% 7.0 dB 0.98 dB 
1x5 20.00% 8.0 dB 1.01 dB 
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TABLE 1-continued 

Configuration Coupling Ratio Insertion Loss Excess LOSS 

1x6 16.67% 9.0 dB 1.22 dB 
1x7 14.29% 9.8 dB 1.35 dB 
1x8 12.50% 10.6 dB 1.57 dB 
1x9 11.11% 11.2 dB 1.66 dB 
1x1O 10.00% 11.7 dB 1.70 dB 
1x16 6.25% 14.0 dB 1.96 dB 

It should be noted that the same type of physical device can 
be used as both a type-1 light combiner and a type-1 light 
distributor, although in other example embodiments they may 
be different types of devices. 

In the above table, the coupling ratio is the ratio of one 
output to the sum of all outputs. The above table illustrates 
example specifications for single window broadband cou 
plers (SWBBC). SWBBC couplers have only a small amount 
of insertion loss variation over a single wavelength window 
(such as the C-band window). 
The table below shows examples of insertion loss specifi 

cations for the components within the ROADM core device 
130 shown in FIG. 10(a). 

TABLE 2 

Component Insertion Loss 

1x2 coupler 142 (equal-split) 3.4 dB 
1x8 coupler 148 (equal-split) 10.6 dB 
1x16 coupler 148 (equal-split) 14.0 dB 
Type-4 Light Distributor 132 (k= 8) 6.0 dB 
Type 4 Light Distributor 132 (k= 16) 10.0 dB 
VOA 150 (with no attenuation) 10 dB 

Based upon the insertion losses contained within the above 
table, the below table shows the total insertion losses associ 
ated with the three distinct paths through the two degree 
ROADM of FIG. 11. 

TABLE 3 

West Line. In Add Port In 
212 to East West Line. In 248 to 

Configuration (1x2 coupling Line Out 242 212 to Drop East Line 
ratio = 50/50%) IL Port 216 IL Out 242 IL 

Configuration 1 (k= 8) 9.4 dB 6.0 dB 15.0 dB 
Configuration 2 (k= 16) 13.4 dB 10.0 dB 18.4 dB 

FIG. 12 shows an example embodiment of a DWDM node 
250 containing two ROADM core devices 252 and 254 and 
input and output amplifiers, as will be described in more 
detail below. The two ROADM core devices 252 and 254 
shown in FIG. 12 can be the same as the ROADM core 
devices shown in FIGS. 10(a), 10(b), and 11, and can be 
interconnected in the same manner as the ROADM core 
devices shown in FIG. 11, although they are not limited 
thereto. It is within the scope of the example embodiment for 
the optical node shown in FIG. 12 to include additional ele 
ments not shown therein. It is also within the scope of this 
example embodiment to replace each of the ROADM core 
devices shown in FIG. 12 and each of the components of each 
ROADM core with any other suitable component (or compo 
nents) that performs (or perform) the same or similar func 
tions thereof. The input amplifiers may be used to compensate 
for the insertion loss associated with their corresponding 
input fiber spans, while the output amplifiers may be used to 
compensate for the insertion losses associated with the 
ROADM cores. 
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The ROADM 252 can comprise a type-4 light distributor 

260 receiving optical signals input from line interface 262 and 
passing through an input amplifier 263, outputting optical 
signals on express output port 264 (which is connected to the 
express input port 290 of the ROADM 254), and locally 
dropping optical signals via k drop ports 266, where k is a 
positive integer representing the total number of add ports and 
the total number of drop ports, which are the same (although 
the example embodiment may have an unequal number of add 
and drop ports). The ROADM core device 252 can further 
comprise a 2:1, type-1 light combiner 268 receiving optical 
signals from an express input port 270 (which, in turn, 
receives optical signals from an express output port 284 of the 
ROADM 254) and outputting optical signals from a line 
output interface 272 after being amplified by output amplifier 
273. The type-1 light combiner 268 can also receive optical 
signals from a k:1, type-1A light combiner 274. The light 
combiner 274 receives optical signals from kVOAS 276, each 
of which is connected to one of the k add ports 278. The 
type-1 light combiner 268, the type-1A light combiner 274, 
the type-4 light distributor 260, and VOAS 276 can be the 
same as, for example, the type-1 light combiner 30, the type 
1A light combiner 44, the type-4 light distributor 76, and 
VOAS 48, respectively, as shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B 
although they are not limited thereto. The type-1 ROADM 
core device 252 can include more than the number of com 
ponents shown in FIG. 12, and it is within the scope of this 
example embodiment for any of the type-1 light combiner 
268, the type-1 Alight combiner 274, the type-4 light distribu 
tor 260, and the VOAS 278 shown in FIG. 12 to be replaced by 
any other Suitable component (or components) that performs 
(or perform) the functions thereof, as discussed above. 
The ROADM 254 can comprise a type-4 light distributor 

280 receiving optical signals input from line interface 282 and 
amplified by input amplifier 283, outputting optical signals 
on the express output port 284 (which is connected to the 
express input port 270 of the ROADM 252), and locally 
dropping optical signals via k drop ports 286, where k is a 
positive integer representing the total number of add ports and 
the total number of drop ports, which are the same (although 
the example embodiment may have an unequal number of add 
and drop ports). The ROADM core device 254 can further 
comprise a 2:1, type-1 light combiner 288 receiving optical 
signals from an express input port 290 (which, in turn, 
receives optical signals from an express output port 264 of the 
ROADM 252) and outputting optical signals from a line 
output interface 292 after being amplified by output amplifier 
293. The type-1 light combiner 288 can also receive optical 
signals from a k:1, type-1A light combiner 294. The light 
combiner 294 receives optical signals from kVOAS 296, each 
of which is connected to one of the k add ports 298. The 
type-1 light combiner 288, the type-1A light combiner 294, 
the type-4 light distributor 280, and VOAS 296 can be the 
same as, for example, the type-1 light combiner 30, the type 
1A light combiner 44, the type-4 light distributor 76, and 
VOAS 48, respectively, as shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, 
although they are not limited thereto. The type-1 ROADM 
core device 254 can include more than the number of com 
ponents shown in FIG. 12, and it is within the scope of this 
example embodiment for any of the type-1 light combiner 
288, the type-1 Alight combiner 294, the type-4 light distribu 
tor 280, and the VOAS 296 shown in FIG. 12 to be replaced by 
any other Suitable component (or components) that performs 
(or perform) the functions thereof, as discussed above. 

In one example embodiment, the input amplifiers 263 and 
283 can amplify each incoming wavelength to an optical 
power level equal to 0 dBm, and the output amplifiers 273 and 
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293 can amplify each outgoing wavelength to an optical 
power level equal to 0 dBm, although in other example 
embodiments, the amplifiers can be used to amplify incoming 
and outgoing wavelengths to different power levels. Also, in 
an example embodiment, the optical power level of each 
signal applied to the system at the add ports (via transponders) 
can be equal to 0 dBm, although in other example embodi 
ments the optical power level of the signals applied at the add 
ports can be different from 0 dBm. In an example indicated in 
Table 3 above, it can be useful that the path from one of the 
add ports 278, 298 to the line out port 272,292 includes an 
output amplifier 273,293 with again of 15 dB (assuming k=8, 
where k is the number of add ports, the number of drop ports, 
and the number of Subtending outputs of the type-4 light 
distributor), and for the VOAS within the wavelength router 
260, 280 to attenuate each wavelength passing through it by 
5.6 dB (15.0-9.4=5.6) in order to launch all wavelengths 
leaving the system via the line interfaces of the ROADMs 
252, 254 at a power level of 0 dBm. 

It is within the scope of the example embodiment to modify 
the coupling ratio of the 2-to-1 optical coupler 268, 288 in 
FIG. 12 to utilize an output amplifier with a lower optical 
gain. An amplifier operating with a lower optical gain can 
provide an improved optical signal to noise ratio (OSNR). 
thus providing improved network performance. Table 4 
shows examples of insertion losses associated with the two 
paths through various 2-to-1 optical couplers 268,288 having 
various coupling ratios. 

TABLE 4 

Coupling Ratio of Insertion Loss Insertion Loss 
Configuration couplers 268, 288 (path 1) (path 2) 

1x2 50.50% 3.4 dB 3.4 dB 
1x2 45.55% 3.9 dB 2.9 dB 
1x2 40.60% 4.4 dB 2.5 dB 
1x2 35,659, 5.1 dB 2.2 dB 
1x2 30.70% 5.8 dB 1.8 dB 
1x2 25,759, 6.7 dB 1.6 dB 
1x2 20.80% 7.6 dB 1.1 dB 
1x2 15,859 9.0 dB 1.0 dB 
1x2 10.90% 11.0 dB 0.6 dB 
1x2 5.95% 14.6 dB 0.4 dB 

From Table 4 it can be determined that the optimum 2-to-1 
coupler 268, 288 for the FIG. 12 system can be, for example, 
the 25/75% coupler, as this coupler allows the output ampli 
fier 273,293 to operate at the lowest possible gain. The 2-to-1 
coupler can be oriented such that 75% of the light emitted 
from the output of the 2-to-1 coupler originates from the k: 1 
light combiner in FIG. 11, and 25% of the light emitted from 
the output of the 2-to-1 coupler originates from the “Express 
In Port. Therefore, on a given ROADM, the light path from 
the “Express' In port to the “Line Out' port experiences 6.7 
dB of attenuation. When the 25/75% coupler is used, the 
resulting example insertion losses for the FIG. 11 system are 
shown in the table below. 

TABLE 5 

Configuration West Line. In West Line. In Add Port In to 
(1x2 coupling to East Line to Drop Port East Line Out 
ratio = 25/75%) Out IL IL IL 

Configuration 1 (k= 8) 12.7 dB 6.0 dB 13.2 dB 
Configuration 2 (k= 16) 16.7 dB 10.0 dB 17.0 dB 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

28 
From the above table it can be seen that an output amplifier 

with again of only 13.2 dB (instead of again of 15 dB) can be 
useful for the case where k=8. 

This procedure for determining the optimal coupling ratio 
and the corresponding required gain of the output amplifier 
will now be discussed in more detail. 
The goal is to select the optimized standard 2:1 optical 

coupler for the ROADM, i.e., to select the 2:1 optical coupler 
such that an output amplifier with the lowest possible optical 
gain can be used. 

There are two paths through a given output amplifier 
(shown in FIG. 12). One path (path 1) starts at the line in port 
262 of ROADM 252, enters the express in port 290 of 
ROADM 254, passes through one input of the 2:1 coupler 
288, and exits out of the line out port 292 of ROADM 254. 
The second path (path 2) starts at the add ports 298 of 
ROADM 254, passes through the second input of the 2:1 
coupler 288, and exits out of the line out port 292 of ROADM 
254. Inevitably, one path will have a higher insertion loss (IL) 
than the other path (or they will have equal insertion losses). 
The goal is to choose the 2:1 coupler such that the path with 
the higher IL is as low as possible. 
Operation 1 

Set k-8 in FIG. 12. Based upon the Table 2 values, we see 
that the IL (insertion loss) of the 8:1 coupler is 10.6 dB and the 
IL of the VOA is 1 dB. Therefore, the IL of path 2 is equal to 
10.6 dB+1 dB+the IL through path 2 of the 2:1 coupler. Also 
from Table 2, the IL through path 1 is equal to the IL of the 
type 4 light distributor (6 dB)+the IL through path 1 of the 2:1 
coupler. 
Operation 2: 
Not including the IL of the 2:1 coupler, the IL of the two 

paths are: 11.6 dB (path 2) and 6 dB (path 1). Determine the 
difference between the insertion losses between the two paths 
by subtracting the IL of one path from the insertion loss of the 
other path, or 11.6-6.0–5.6 dB. 
Operation 3: 
Add an additional column to the Table 4 table of standard 

2:1 coupler values. This new column calculates the IL of path 
x-pathy, as shown below in Table 4A. 

TABLE 4A 

Coupling Insertion Loss Insertion LOSS path X 
Configuration Ratio (path X) (pathy) pathy 

1x2 50.50% 3.4 dB 3.4 dB O B 
1x2 45.55% 3.9 dB 2.9 dB 1 dB 
1x2 40.60% 4.4 dB 2.5 dB 1.9 dB 
1x2 35,659, 5.1 dB 2.2 dB 2.9 dB 
1x2 30.70% 5.8 dB 1.8 dB 4.0 dB 
1x2 25,759, 6.7 dB 1.6 dB 5.1 dB 
1x2 20.80% 7.6 dB 1.1 dB 6.5 dB 
1x2 15,859 9.0 dB 1.0 dB 8.0 dB 
1x2 10.90% 11.0 dB 0.6 dB 10.4 dB 
1x2 5.95% 14.6 dB 0.4 dB 14.2 dB 

Operation 4: 
From Table 4A, choose the coupler with the path x-pathy 

value closest to the value computed in operation 2 (5.6 dB). 
The closest value is the 25/75% coupler with a path x-pathy 
value of 5.1 dB. 
Operation 5: 

Calculate the insertion losses of the two paths based upon 
the chosen 2:1 coupler. The higher IL value of the coupler 
corresponds to the lower % value of the coupling ratio 
because the 96 value corresponds to the percentage of light 
that gets through the coupler for a given path. Therefore, the 
25% path of a 25/75% coupler can allow 25% of the light 
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through path X (the higher IL path or the 6.7 dB path), and the 
75% path of a 25/75% coupler can allow 75% light through 
pathy (the lower IL path or the 1.6 dB path). Therefore for 
path 2 the IL is 10.6 dB+1 dB+(the lower IL path through the 
coupler)=10.6+1+1.6—13.2 dB, as shown in Table 5. And path 
1 is 6+6.7=12.7 dB. This result can be confirmed by using 
values for all the couplers in Table 4A in the two equations: 

Path 2=11.6+IL of pathy 

Path 1=6.0+IL of path x 

From Such an operation, it is clear that no other coupler gives 
a lower IL value for the higher IL path than 13.2 dB. 
The FIG. 10A ROADM core device can also be used to 

implement a DWDM node of greater than two degrees. This 
can be done by designating a Subset of the add and drop ports 
as additional express ports. FIG. 13 illustrates an example 
embodiment of a three degree node 310 using three ROADM 
cores devices 312,314, and 316. Each ROADM core shown 
in FIG. 13 can be the same as, for example, one of the 
ROADM core devices shown in FIG. 10A, although it is not 
limited thereto. It is within the scope of the example embodi 
ment for the optical node shown in FIG. 13 to include addi 
tional elements, and to replace each of the ROADM cores 
shown in FIG. 13 and each of the components of each 
ROADM core with any other suitable component (or compo 
nents) that performs (or perform) the functions thereof. 
More specifically, the ROADM 312 can comprise a type-4 

light distributor 320 receiving optical signals input from line 
interface 322, outputting optical signals on express output 
port 324 (which is connected to the express input port 350 of 
the ROADM 314), and locally dropping optical signals viak 
drop ports 326 and 327, where k is a positive integer repre 
senting the total number of add ports and the total number of 
drop ports, which are the same (although the example 
embodiment may have an unequal number of add and drop 
ports). The drop ports 326 can function exclusively as drop 
ports, while the drop port 327 can function as both a drop port 
and an express port. The ROADM core device 312 can further 
comprise a 2:1, type-1 light combiner 328 receiving optical 
signals from an express input port 330 (which, in turn, 
receives optical signals from an express output port 344 of the 
ROADM 314) and outputting optical signals from a line 
output interface 332. The type-1 light combiner 328 can also 
receive optical signals from a k:1, type-1A light combiner 
334. The light combiner 334 receives optical signals from k 
VOAS 336, each of which is connected to one of the k add 
ports in a first set of add ports 338 that can function exclu 
sively as add ports and a second add port set comprising a 
single add port 339 that can function as both an add port and 
an express port. The type-1 light combiner 328, the type-1A 
light combiner 334, the type-4 light distributor 320, and the 
VOAs 336 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 light 
combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 light 
distributor 76, and VOAS 48, respectively, as shown in FIGS. 
2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited thereto. The 
type-1 ROADM core device 312 can include more than the 
number of components shown in FIG. 13, and it is within the 
Scope of this example embodiment for any of the type-1 light 
combiner 328, the type-1A light combiner 334, the type-4 
light distributor 320, and the VOAS338 shown in FIG. 13 to 
be replaced by any other Suitable component (or components) 
that performs (or perform) the functions thereof, as discussed 
above. 
The ROADM 314 can comprise a type-4 light distributor 

340 receiving optical signals input from line interface 342, 
outputting optical signals on the express output port 344 
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(which is connected to the express input port 330 of the 
ROADM 312), and locally dropping optical signals via kdrop 
ports 346 and 347, where k is a positive integer representing 
the total number of add ports and the total number of drop 
ports, which are the same (although the example embodiment 
may have an unequal number of add and dropports). The drop 
ports 346 can function exclusively as drop ports. The drop 
port 347 can function as both a drop port and an express port. 
The ROADM core device 314 can further comprise a 2:1, 
type-1 light combiner 348 receiving optical signals from an 
express input port 350 (which, in turn, receives optical signals 
from an express output port 324 of the ROADM 312) and 
outputting optical signals from a line output interface 352. 
The type-1 light combiner 348 can also receive optical signals 
from a k:1, type-1A light combiner 354. The light combiner 
354 receives optical signals from kVOAS 356, each of which 
is connected to one of the kadd ports in a first set of add ports 
358 (that can function exclusively as add ports) or in a second 
add port set comprising a single add port 359 (that can func 
tion as an add port and an express port). The type-1 light 
combiner 348, the type-1A light combiner 354, the type-4 
light distributor 340, and VOAS 356 can be the same as, for 
example, the type-1 light combiner 30, the type-1A light 
combiner 44, the type-4 light distributor 76, and VOAS 48, 
respectively, as shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although 
they are not limited thereto. The type-1 ROADM core device 
314 can include more than the number of components shown 
in FIG. 13, and it is within the scope of this example embodi 
ment for any of the type-1 light combiner 348, the type-1A 
light combiner 354, the type-4 light distributor 340, and 
VOAS 356 shown in FIG. 13 to be replaced by any other 
suitable component (or components) that performs (or per 
form) the functions thereof, as discussed above. 
The ROADM 316 can comprise a type-4 light distributor 

360 receiving optical signals input from line interface 362, 
outputting optical signals on the express output port 364 
(which is connected to the add port 339 of the ROADM 312), 
and locally dropping optical signals viak drop ports 366 and 
367, where k is a positive integer representing the total num 
ber of add ports and the total number of drop ports, which are 
the same (although the example embodiment may have an 
unequal number of add and drop ports). The drop ports 366 
can function exclusively as drop ports, while the drop port 
367 can function as both a drop port and an express port. The 
ROADM core device 316 can further comprise a 2:1, type-1 
light combiner 368 receiving optical signals from an express 
input port 370 (which, in turn, receives optical signals from 
the drop port 327 of the ROADM 312) and outputting optical 
signals from a line output interface 372. The type-1 light 
combiner 368 can also receive optical signals from a k:1, 
type-1A light combiner 374. The light combiner 374 receives 
optical signals from kVOAS 376, each of which is connected 
to one of the kadd ports in a first set of add ports 378 or in a 
second add port set comprising a single add port 379. The add 
ports 378 can function exclusively as add ports, while the add 
port 379 can function as both a drop port and an express port. 
In addition, the add port 379 can be connected to the drop port 
347 of the ROADM 314 to receive optical signals dropped 
from drop port 347. The type-1 light combiner 368, the type 
1A light combiner 374, the type-4 light distributor 360, and 
VOAS 376 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 light 
combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 light 
distributor 76, and VOAS 48, respectively, as shown in FIGS. 
2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited thereto. The 
type-1 ROADM core device 316 can include more than the 
number of components shown in FIG. 13, and it is within the 
Scope of this example embodiment for any of the type-1 light 
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combiner 368, the type-1A light combiner 374, the type-4 
light distributor 360, and VOAS 376 shown in FIG. 13 to be 
replaced by any other Suitable component (or components) 
that performs (or perform) the functions thereof, as discussed 
above. 

Thus, in the node 310, on each ROADM core device 312, 
314, and 316, there can be two ports used as express ports: the 
original express port receiving the output of one of the type-4 
light distributors 320, 340, and 360 (now referred to as 
express port 1, e.g., express out 1 and express in 1) and a 
secondary express port (express port 2) made up of the add 
port and drop port that double as express ports, i.e., (327.339), 
(359, 347), (367, 379), although each ROADM core is not 
limited thereto. As shown in FIG. 13, the West ROADM core 
device 312 is interconnected to the South ROADM core 
device 316 by connecting Express out Port 2 (327) on the 
West ROADM core device to Express port 1 (370) on the 
South ROADM core device and connecting the express out 
port 1 (364), on the South ROADM core device 316 to the 
express in port 2, denoted by reference numeral 339 in the 
West ROADM core device 312, although these ROADM core 
devices are not limited to being connected in this way. The 
East ROADM core device 314 is interconnected to the South 
ROADM core device 316 by connecting express out port 2 
(347) on the East ROADM core device 314 to Express in port 
2 (379) on the South ROADM core device 316 and by con 
necting the Express out port 2 (367) of the South ROADM 
core device 316 to the Express in port 2 (359) of the East 
ROADM core device 314, although these ROADM cores are 
not limited to being connected in this way. Wavelengths arriv 
ing on the West line in port 322 of the West ROADM core 
device 312 can be routed to the South line out port 372 of the 
South ROADM core device 316 by using the wavelength 
router 320 on the West ROADM core device 312 to direct 
wavelengths to its Drop k/Express Out 2 port 327, although 
routing of wavelengths from the West line in port of the West 
ROADM core device 312 is not limited to this specific routing 
regimen. Similarly, wavelengths arriving on the West line in 
port 322 of the West ROADM core device 312 can be routed 
to the East line out port 352 of the East ROADM core device 
314 by using the wavelength router 320 on the West ROADM 
core device 312 to direct wavelengths to its Express Out 1 port 
324, although routing of wavelengths from the West line in 
port 322 of the West ROADM core device 312 is not limited 
to this specific routing regimen. 

It should be noted that when the FIG. 10B ROADM core 
device is used in a three degree configuration (as shown in 
FIG. 13), each ROADM core device can lose an add/drop 
port, and therefore when this occurs, each ROADM only has 
k-1 add/drop ports (instead ofkadd/drop ports) that function 
only as add/drop ports. 

It should also be noted that in one example embodiment the 
insertion loss through the express in 2 port is higher than the 
insertion loss through the express in 1 port. For instance, in an 
example embodiment using a 25/75% 2-to-1 coupler on each 
ROADM (where the lower insertion loss path through the 
2-to-1 coupler is the path from add ports to the line out port), 
where k=8, the insertion loss through the express in 2 port is 
6.5 dB higher than through the express in 1 port. This is 
illustrated in Table 6. 
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TABLE 6 

FIG. 13 Configuration West Line. In 322 South Line. In 362 
(1x2 coupling ratio of 2:1 light to EastLine to West Line 
combiner 328 and 348 = 25/75%) Out IL 352 Out IL 332 

Configuration 1 (k= 8) 12.7 dB 19.2 dB 
Configuration 2 (k = 16) 16.7 dB 26.6 dB 

Examination of the couplers shown in Table 4 shows that a 
2-to-1 coupler with a 10/90% ratio can result in a lowest 
possible overall insertion losses for the FIG. 13 system with 
k=8 (where the lower insertion loss path through the 2-to-1 
coupler is the path from add ports to the line out port). This is 
illustrated in the table below. 

TABLE 7 

FIG. 13 Configuration West Line. In 322 South Line. In 362 
(1x2 coupling ratio of 2:1 light to EastLine to West Line 
combiner 328 and 348 = 10/90%) Out IL 352 Out IL 332 

Configuration 1 (k= 8) 17.0 dB 18.2 dB 

FIG. 14 illustrates an example of a four degree node 400 
using four ROADM cores devices 402, 404, 406, and 408. 
Each ROADM core device shown in FIG. 14 can be the same 
as, for example, one of the ROADM cores shown in FIG.10B, 
although it is not limited thereto. It is within the scope of the 
example embodiment for the optical node 400 shown in FIG. 
14 to include additional elements and to replace each of the 
ROADM cores devices shown in FIG. 14 and each of the 
components of each ROADM core device with any other 
Suitable component (or components) that performs (or per 
form) the functions thereof. In the node 400, on each module 
there are three ports used as express ports, and each ROADM 
core only has k-2 add/dropports that function only as add and 
drop ports. 
More specifically, the ROADM 402 can comprise a type-4 

light distributor 420 receiving optical signals input from line 
interface 422, outputting optical signals on express output 
port 424 (which is connected to the express input port 450 of 
the ROADM 404), and dropping optical signals via k drop 
ports comprising two sets of drop ports, where k is a positive 
integer representing the total number of add ports and the total 
number of drop ports, which are the same (although the 
example embodiment may have an unequal number of add 
and drop ports). One set of drop ports includes (k-2) drop 
ports 426 that function only as drop ports and the other set 
includes two drop ports 427 that also function as express 
ports. The two drop/express ports 427 are denoted as drop/ 
express out port 2 and drop/express out port 3. One of the 
drop/express ports 427 is connected to one of the add/express 
ports 479 of the ROADM core device 406 and the other 
drop/express port 427 is connected to one of the add/express 
ports 499 of the ROADM core device 408. The ROADM core 
device 402 can further comprise a 2:1, type-1 light combiner 
428 receiving optical signals from an express input port 430 
(which, in turn, receives optical signals from an express out 
put port 444 of the ROADM 404) and outputting optical 
signals from a line output interface 432. The type-1 light 
combiner 428 can also receive optical signals from a k:1, 
type-1A light combiner 434. The light combiner 434 receives 
optical signals from kVOAS 436, each of which is connected 
to one of the k add ports comprising a first set of (k-2) add 
ports 438 that function only as add ports, and a second add 
port set comprising two add ports 439 that function as both 
add ports and express ports, denoted as add/express in port 2 
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and add/express in port 3 (one of the add/express ports 439 is 
connected to one of the drop/express ports 467 of the 
ROADM core device 406 and the other add/express port 439 
is connected to one of the drop/express ports 487 of the 
ROADM core device 408). The type-1 light combiner 428, 
the type-1A light combiner 434, the type-4 light distributor 
420, and the VOAS 436 can be the same as, for example, the 
type-1 light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the 
type-4 light distributor 76, and VOAS 48, respectively, as 
shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not 
limited thereto. The type-1 ROADM core device 312 can 
include more than the number of components shown in FIG. 
14, and it is within the scope of this example embodiment for 
any of the type-1 light combiner 428, the type-1A light com 
biner 434, the type-4 light distributor 420, and the VOAS 436 
shown in FIG. 14 to be replaced by any other suitable com 
ponent (or components) that performs (or perform) the func 
tions thereof, as discussed above. 

The ROADM core device 404 can comprise a type-4 light 
distributor 440 receiving optical signals input from line inter 
face 442, outputting optical signals on the express output port 
444 (which is connected to the express input port 430 of the 
ROADM 402), and dropping optical signals via k drop ports 
comprising a first set of (k-2) drop ports and two drop ports 
447 in a second set of drop ports, where k is a positive integer 
representing the total number of add ports and the total num 
ber of drop ports, which are the same (although the example 
embodiment may have an unequal number of add and drop 
ports). The first set of (k-2) drop ports 446 function only as 
drop ports and the second set of two drop ports 447 also 
function as express ports. The two drop/express ports 447 are 
denoted as drop/express out port 2 and drop/express out port 
3. One of the drop/express out ports 447 is connected to one 
of the add/express ports 479 of the ROADM core device 406 
and the other drop/express out port 447 is connected to one of 
the add/express ports 499 of the ROADM core device 408. 

The ROADM core device 404 can further comprise a 2:1, 
type-1 light combiner 448 receiving optical signals from an 
express input port 450 (which, in turn, receives optical signals 
from an express output port 424 of the ROADM 402) and 
outputting optical signals from a line output interface 452. 
The type-1 light combiner 448 can also receive optical signals 
from a k: 1, type-1A light combiner 454. The light combiner 
454 receives optical signals from kVOAS 456, each of which 
is connected to one of the kadd ports comprising a first set of 
(k-2) add ports 458 that function only as add ports, and a 
second add port set comprising two add ports 459 that func 
tion as both add ports and express ports, denoted as add/ 
express in port 2 and add/express in port 3 (one of the add/ 
express ports 459 is connected to one of the drop/express 
ports 467 of the ROADM core device 406 and the other 
add/express port 459 is connected to one of the drop/express 
ports 487 of the ROADM core device 408). The type-1 light 
combiner 448, the type-1A light combiner 454, the type-4 
light distributor 440, and VOAS 456 can be the same as, for 
example, the type-1 light combiner 30, the type-1A light 
combiner 44, the type-4 light distributor 76, and VOAS 48, 
respectively, as shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although 
they are not limited thereto. The type-1 ROADM core device 
404 can include more than the number of components shown 
in FIG. 14, and it is within the scope of this example embodi 
ment for any of the type-1 light combiner 448, the type-1A 
light combiner 454, the type-4 light distributor 440, and 
VOAS 456 shown in FIG. 14 to be replaced by any other 
Suitable component (or components) that performs (or per 
form) the functions thereof, as discussed above. 
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The ROADM core device 406 can comprise a type-4 light 

distributor 460 receiving optical signals input from line inter 
face 462, outputting optical signals on the express output port 
464 (which is connected to the express in port 490 of the 
ROADM 408), and dropping optical signals via k drop ports 
that comprise (k-2) drop ports 466 in a first set of drop ports 
and two drop ports 467 in a second set of drop ports, respec 
tively, where k is a positive integer representing the total 
number of add ports and the total number of drop ports, which 
are the same (although the example embodiment may have an 
unequal number of add and drop ports). The first set of drop 
ports includes (k-2) drop ports 466 that function only as drop 
ports and the second set of drop ports includes two drop ports 
467 that also function as express ports. The two drop/express 
ports 467 are denoted as drop/express out port 2 and drop/ 
express out port 3. One of the drop/express out ports 467 is 
connected to one of the add/express ports 459 of the ROADM 
core device 404 and the other drop/express out port 467 is 
connected to one of the add/express ports 439 of the ROADM 
core device 402. 
The ROADM core device 406 can further comprise a 2:1, 

type-1 light combiner 468 receiving optical signals from an 
express input port 470 (which, in turn, receives optical signals 
from the express out port 484 of the ROADM 408) and 
outputting optical signals from a line output interface 472. 
The type-1 light combiner 468 can also receive optical signals 
from a k:1, type-1A light combiner 474. The light combiner 
474 receives optical signals from kVOA's 476, each of which 
is connected to one of the kadd ports comprising a first set of 
(k-2) add ports 478 that function only as add ports and a 
second add port set comprising two add ports 479 that func 
tion as both as both add ports and express ports. One of the 
add/express ports 479 can be connected to the drop port 427 
of the ROADM 402 to receive optical signals dropped from 
drop port 427. The other of the add/express ports 479 is 
connected to one of the drop/express ports 447 of the 
ROADM core device 404. The type-1 light combiner 468, the 
type-1A light combiner 474, the type-4 light distributor 460, 
and VOA's 476 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 
light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 
light distributor 76, and VOAS 48, respectively, as shown in 
FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited 
thereto. The type-1 ROADM core device 406 can include 
more than the number of components shown in FIG. 14, and 
it is within the scope of this example embodiment for any of 
the type-1 light combiner 468, the type-1A light combiner 
474, the type-4 light distributor 460, and VOAS 476 shown in 
FIG. 14 to be replaced by any other suitable component (or 
components) that performs (or perform) the functions 
thereof, as discussed above. 
The ROADM core device 408 can comprise a type-4 light 

distributor 480 receiving optical signals input from line inter 
face 482, outputting optical signals on the express output port 
484 (which is connected to the express in port 470 of the 
ROADM 406), and dropping optical signals via k drop ports 
comprising a first set of (k-2) drop ports 486 and a second set 
of two drop ports 487, where k is a positive integer represent 
ing the total number of add ports and the total number of drop 
ports, which are the same (although the example embodiment 
may have an unequal number of add and drop ports). The first 
set of drop ports includes (k-2) drop ports 486 that function 
only as drop ports and the second set of drop ports includes 
two drop ports 487 that also function as express ports. The 
two drop/express ports 487 are denoted as drop/express out 
port 2 and drop/express out port 3. One of the drop/express 
out ports 487 is connected to one of the add/express ports 459 
of the ROADM core device 404 and the other drop/express 
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out port 487 is connected to one of the add/express ports 439 
of the ROADM core device 402. 
The ROADM core device 408 can further comprise a 2:1, 

type-1 light combiner 488 receiving optical signals from an 
express input port 490 (which, in turn, receives optical signals 
from the express out port 464 of the ROADM 406) and 
outputting optical signals from a line output interface 492. 
The type-1 light combiner 488 can also receive optical signals 
from a k:1, type-1A light combiner 494. The light combiner 
494 receives optical signals from kVOAS 496, each of which 
is connected to one of the kadd ports comprising a first set of 
(k-2) add ports 498 that function only as add ports and a 
second add port set comprising two add ports 499 that func 
tion as both as both add ports and express ports. One of the 
add/express ports 499 can be connected to one of the drop 
ports 427 of the ROADM 402 to receive optical signals 
dropped from drop port 427. The other of the add/express 
ports 499 can be connected to one of the drop/express ports 
447 of the ROADM core device 404. The type-1 light com 
biner 488, the type-1A light combiner 494, the type-4 light 
distributor 480, and VOAS 496 can be the same as, for 
example, the type-1 light combiner 30, the type-1A light 
combiner 44, the type-4 light distributor 76, and VOAS 48, 
respectively, as shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although 
they are not limited thereto. The type-1 ROADM core device 
408 can include more than the number of components shown 
in FIG. 14, and it is within the scope of this example embodi 
ment for any of the type-1 light combiner 488, the type-1A 
light combiner 494, the type-4 light distributor 480, and 
VOAS 496 shown in FIG. 14 to be replaced by any other 
Suitable component (or components) that performs (or per 
form) the functions thereof, as discussed above. 

In order to lower the gain of the output amplifier (not 
shown) needed to overcome the higher express insertion 
losses that can be encountered in three and four degree nodes, 
the insertion losses associated with the express in 2 and 
express in 3 ports can be lowered, while increasing the inser 
tion losses of add ports 1 to k-2 and while increasing the 
insertion loss associated with the express in 1 port. 

ROADM Example Embodiment #2 

FIG. 15A shows example embodiment #2 of a ROADM 
core device 500. In this example embodiment of the ROADM 
core device 500, there are two types of add ports: those that 
are used as add and drop ports only, and those that can be used 
as add and drop ports and as express ports, although the 
embodiment is not limited to only these two types of add and 
drop ports. 

This example embodiment can differ from the FIG. 10B 
example embodiment in that the two sets of add ports can be 
each connected to separate equal-split couplers (instead of a 
single equal-split coupler as shown in FIG. 10B). The outputs 
of the two equal-split couplers (518 and 520) and the express 
in 1 signal (from express in port 514) can be then fed into a 
three-to-one unequal-split coupler (512). 
By using this configuration, the insertion loss of the add 

only ports, the insertion loss of the combination add/express 
ports, and the insertion loss of the express in 1 port can be 
adjusted with respect to one another by adjusting the coupling 
ratios of the 3-to-1 coupler. FIG. 15A shows an example 
embodiment of a ROADM500 used to construct an N-degree 
node with k-(N-2) colorless add/drop ports that function 
only as add and drop ports, respectively. The ROADM core 
device shown in FIG. 15A can be the same as, for example, 
the ROADM core device shown in FIG. 10A, except for the 
use of two different kinds of add ports and the couplers 
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associated therewith, although it is not limited thereto. It is 
within the scope of the example embodiment for the ROADM 
core device shown in FIG.15A to include additional elements 
and to replace each of the components of the ROADM core 
device shown in FIG. 15A with any other suitable component 
(or components) that performs (or perform) the functions 
thereof. FIG. 15B also shows an example embodiment of a 
ROADM used to construct an N-degree node (having N 
ROADMs each with one network node interface, so that the 
N-degree node has N network node interfaces) with k-(N-2) 
colorless add/drop ports that function only as add and drop 
ports, respectively, but FIG.15B uses two 2-to-1 couplers 542 
and 544 to create the 3-to-1 coupler function shown in FIG. 
15A. The ROADM core device 530 shown in FIG.15B can be 
the same as, for example, the ROADM core device shown in 
FIG. 15A, except for the use of two 2-to-1 couplers to create 
the 3-to-1 coupler function shown in FIG. 15A, although it is 
not limited thereto. 
More specifically, in FIG. 15A, the ROADM core device 

500 can comprise a type-4 light distributor 502 receiving 
optical signals input from line interface or line in port 504, 
outputting optical signals on express output port 506, and 
dropping optical signals via two sets of drop ports. The first 
set of k-(N-2) drop ports 508 can function only as drop ports 
to locally drop optical signals from the distributor 502. In this 
example embodiment, k is the total number of drop ports in 
the two sets and the total number of add ports in the two sets, 
which are the same (although the example embodiment is not 
limited to having equal number of add and drop ports), and N 
is the number of optical degrees supported by the ROADM 
500. The second set of N-2 drop ports 510 can function as 
both drop ports and express ports and are connectable to 
another ROADM or similar optical device in the node con 
taining the ROADM 500. 
The ROADM core device 500 can further comprise a 3:1, 

type-1 light combiner 512 receiving optical signals from an 
express input port 514 and outputting optical signals from a 
line output interface 516. The type-1 light combiner 512 can 
also receive optical signals from two type-1A light combiners 
518 and 520. The light combiner 518 is a k-(N-2):1 light 
combiner that receives optical signals from k-(N-2) VOAS 
522, which each receive optical signals from one of k-(N-2) 
add ports 526. Add ports 526 constitute a first set of add ports 
that function only as add ports. The light combiner 520 is a 
(N-2): 1 light combiner that receives optical signals from 
(N-2)VOAS 524, which each receive optical signals from one 
of (N-2) add ports 528. Add ports 528 constitute a second set 
of add ports that function as both add ports and as express 
ports that are connectable to another ROADM or similar 
optical device in the node containing the ROADM 500 to 
receive optical signals therefrom. 
The type-1 light combiner 512, the type-1A light combin 

ers 518 and 520, the type-4 light distributor 502, and VOAS 
522 and 524 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 light 
combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 light 
distributor 76, and the VOAS 48, respectively, as shown in 
FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited 
thereto. In addition, the type-1 light combiner 512, the type 
1A light combiners 518 and 520, the type-4 light distributor 
502, and VOAS 522 and 524 can be the same as, or different 
from, the type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A light com 
biner 148, and the type-4 light distributor 132 shown in FIG. 
10A. Also, the type-1 ROADM core device 500 can include 
more than the number of components shown in FIG.15A, and 
it is within the scope of this example embodiment for any of 
the type-1 light combiner 512, the type-1A light combiners 
518 and 520, the type-4 light distributor 502, and VOAS 522 
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and 524 shown in FIG. 15A to be replaced by any other 
Suitable component (or components) that performs (or per 
form) the same or similar functions thereof, as discussed 
above. 

FIG. 15B shows an example embodiment of a ROADM 
core device 530 comprising a type-4 light distributor 532 
receiving optical signals input from line interface or line in 
port 534, outputting optical signals on express output port 
536, and dropping optical signals via two sets of drop ports. 
The first set of k-(N-2) drop ports 538 can function only as 
drop ports to locally drop optical signals from the distributor 
532. In this example embodiment, k is the total number of 
drop ports in the two sets and the total number of add ports in 
the two sets, which are the same (although the example 
embodiment is not limited to having equal number of add and 
drop ports), and N is the number of optical degrees Supported 
by the ROADM 530. The second set of N-2 drop ports 540 
can function as both drop ports and express ports and are 
connectable to another ROADM or similar optical device in 
the node containing the ROADM 530. 

The ROADM core device 530 can further comprise two 
2:1, type-1 light combiners 542 and 544. The light combiner 
542 receives optical signals from the light combiner 544 and 
outputs optical signals to a line output interface 548. The light 
combiner 544 receives optical signals from an express input 
port 546. The light combiner 542 can also receive optical 
signals from a k-(N-2):1 light combiner 550, which in turn 
receives optical signals from k-(N-2) VOAS 554, each con 
nected to a different one of k-(N-2) add ports 558 in a first set 
of add ports that function only as add ports. The light com 
biner 544 can also receive optical signals from a (N-2): 1 light 
combiner 552, which in turn receives optical signals from 
(N-2) VOAS 556, each connected to a different one of (N-2) 
add ports 560 in a second set of add ports that function as both 
add ports and express ports. 
The type-1 light combiners 542 and 544, the type-1A light 

combiners 550 and 552, the type-4 light distributor 532, and 
VOAS 554 and 556 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 
light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 
light distributor 76, and the VOAS 48, respectively, as shown 
in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited 
thereto. In addition, the type-1 light combiners 542 and 544, 
the type-1A light combiners 550 and 552, the type-4 light 
distributor 532, and VOAS 554 and 556 can be the same as, or 
different from, the type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A 
light combiner 148, the type-4 light distributor 132, and the 
VOAS 150 shown in FIG. 10A. Also, the type-1 ROADM core 
device 530 can include more than the number of components 
shown in FIG. 15B, and it is within the scope of this example 
embodiment for any of the type-1 light combiners 542 and 
544, the type-1A light combiners 550 and 552, the type-4 
light distributor 532, and VOAS 554 and 556 shown in FIG. 
15B to be replaced by any other suitable component (or 
components) that performs (or perform) the same or similar 
functions thereof, as discussed above. 

FIGS. 16A-16D show other example embodiments of the 
ROADM example embodiment #2 for the case where N=4 
and k=8, although the example embodiments shown in these 
figures are not limited to implementing ROADM example 
embodiment #2 and they can implement other suitable 
ROADM example embodiments. FIG. 16A shows an 
example embodiment using a single unequal-split 3-to-1 cou 
pler, as will also be described in more detail below. FIG. 16B 
shows an example embodiment using two unequal-split 
2-to-1 couplers, where the outputs of one of the two equal 
split couplers can be fed into the input of the other 2-to-1 
unequal-split coupler, as will also be described in more detail 
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below. FIGS. 16C and 16D show example embodiments 
using two unequal-split 2-to-1 couplers, a 6:1 equal-split 
coupler, and a 2-to-1 equal-split coupler, which differ in 
which 2:1 coupler receives the output of the 6:1 coupler. 

Based upon the standard coupling ratios available for 
2-to-1 couplers (shown in Table 4), one of the configurations 
shown in FIGS. 16B, 16C, and 16D can provide a solution in 
a case where the overall lowest output amplifier gain is 
desired. The ROADM core devices shown in FIGS. 16A-16D 
can be the same as, for example, the ROADM core devices 
shown in FIGS. 15A and 15BB, except for the use of the 
specific combination of couplers associated with the add 
ports functioning as both add ports and express ports, 
although they are not limited thereto. It is within the scope of 
the example embodiment for the ROADM core devices 
shown in FIG.16A-16D to include additional elements and to 
replace each of the components of the ROADM core devices 
shown in FIG. 16A-16D with any other suitable component 
(or components) that performs (or perform) the functions 
thereof. 
More specifically, in FIG. 16A, the ROADM core device 

570 can comprise a type-4 light distributor 572 receiving 
optical signals input from line interface or line in port 574, 
outputting optical signals to express output port 576, and 
dropping optical signals via two sets of drop ports. The first 
set of six drop ports 578 can function only as drop ports to 
locally drop optical signals from the distributor 572. The 
second set of two drop ports 580 can function as both drop 
ports and express ports and are connectable to another 
ROADM or similar optical device in the node containing the 
ROADM 570. 
The ROADM core device 570 can further comprise a 3:1, 

type-1 light combiner 582 receiving optical signals from an 
express input port 584 and outputting optical signals from a 
line output interface 586. The type-1 light combiner 582 can 
also receive optical signals from two type-1A light combiners 
588 and 590. The light combiner 588 is a 6:1 light combiner 
that receives optical signals from six VOAS 592, which each 
receive optical signals from one of two add ports 596. Add 
ports 596 constitute a first set of add ports that function only 
as add ports. The light combiner 590 is a 2:1 light combiner 
that receives optical signals from two VOAS 594, which each 
receive optical signals from one of two add ports 598. Add 
ports 598 constitute a second set of add ports that function as 
both add ports and as express ports that are connectable to 
another ROADM or similar optical device in the node con 
taining the ROADM 570 to receive optical signals therefrom. 

In FIG. 16A, the type-1 light combiner 582, the type-1A 
light combiners 588 and 590, the type-4 light distributor 572, 
and VOAS 592 and 594 can be the same as, for example, the 
type-1 light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the 
type-4 light distributor 76, and the VOAS 48, respectively, as 
shown in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not 
limited thereto. In addition, the type-1 light combiner 582, the 
type-1A light combiners 588 and 590, the type-4 light dis 
tributor 572, and VOAS 592 and 594 can be the same as, or 
different from, the type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A 
light combiner 148, the type-4 light distributor 132, and the 
VOAS 150 shown in FIG. 10A. Also, the type-1 ROADM core 
device 570 can include more than the number of components 
shown in FIG.16A, and it is within the scope of this example 
embodiment for any of the type-1 light combiner 582, the 
type-1A light combiners 588 and 590, the type-4 light dis 
tributor 572, and VOAS 592 and 594 shown in FIG. 16A to be 
replaced by any other Suitable component (or components) 
that performs (or perform) the same or similar functions 
thereof, as discussed above. 
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In FIG. 16B, the ROADM core device 600 can comprise a 
type-4 light distributor 602 receiving optical signals input 
from line interface or line in port 604, outputting optical 
signals to express output port 606, and dropping optical sig 
nals via two sets of drop ports 608 and 610. The first set of six 
drop ports 608 can function only as drop ports to locally drop 
optical signals from the distributor 602. The second set of two 
drop ports 610 can function as both drop ports and express 
ports and are connectable to another ROADM or similar 
optical device in the node containing the ROADM 600. 

The ROADM core device 600 can further comprise two 
2:1, type-1 light combiners 612 and 618. The light combiner 
612 receives optical signals from an express in 1 port 614 and 
from the light combiner 618, and outputs optical signals to a 
line output interface 616. The light combiner 618 receives 
optical signals from a 6:1 light combiner 620 and a 2:1 light 
combiner 622. The light combiner 620 receives optical sig 
nals from six VOAS 624, each connected to a different one of 
six add ports 628 in a first set of add ports that function only 
as add ports. The light combiner 622 can receive optical 
signals from two VOAS 626, each connected to a different one 
of two add ports 630 in a second set of add ports that function 
as both add ports and express ports. 
The type-1 light combiners 612 and 618, the type-1A light 

combiners 620 and 622, the type-4 light distributor 602, and 
VOAS 624 and 626 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 
light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 
light distributor 76, and the VOAS 48, respectively, as shown 
in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited 
thereto. In addition, the type-1 light combiners 612 and 618, 
the type-1A light combiners 620 and 622, the type-4 light 
distributor 602, and VOAS 624 and 626 can be the same as, or 
different from, the type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A 
light combiner 148, the type-4 light distributor 132, and the 
VOAS 150 shown in FIG. 10A. Also, the type-1 ROADM core 
device 602 can include more than the number of components 
shown in FIG. 16B, and it is within the scope of this example 
embodiment for any of the type-1 light combiners 612 and 
618, the type-1A light combiners 620 and 622, the type-4 
light distributor 602, and VOAS 624 and 626 shown in FIG. 
16B to be replaced by any other suitable component (or 
components) that performs (or perform) the same or similar 
functions thereof, as discussed above. 

FIG. 16C shown an example embodiment of a ROADM 
core device 640 that can comprise a type-4 light distributor 
642 receiving optical signals input from line interface or line 
in port 644, outputting optical signals to express output port 
646, and dropping optical signals via two sets of drop ports 
648 and 650. The first set of six drop ports 648 can function 
only as drop ports to locally drop optical signals from the 
distributor 642. The second set of two drop ports 650 can 
function as both drop ports and express ports and are connect 
able to another ROADM or similar optical device in the node 
containing the ROADM 640. 
The ROADM core device 640 can further comprise two 

2:1, type-1 light combiners 652 and 654. The light combiner 
652 receives optical signals from the light combiner 654 and 
outputs optical signals to a line output interface 658. The light 
combiner 654 receives optical signals from an express input 
port 656. The light combiner 654 also receives optical signals 
from a 6:1 light combiner 662, which receives optical signals 
from six VOAS 666, each of which receive optical signals 
from a different one of six add ports 670 in a first set of add 
ports that function only as add ports. The light combiner 652 
can also receive optical signals from a 2:1 light combiner 660, 
which in turn receives optical signals from two VOAS 664, 
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each connected to a different one of two add ports 668 in a 
second set of add ports that function as add ports and as 
express ports. 
The type-1 light combiners 652 and 654, the type-1A light 

combiners 660 and 662, the type-4 light distributor 642, and 
VOAS 664 and 666 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 
light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 
light distributor 76, and the VOAS 48, respectively, as shown 
in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited 
thereto. In addition, the type-1 light combiners 652 and 654, 
the type-1A light combiners 660 and 662, the type-4 light 
distributor 642, and VOAS 664 and 666 can be the same as, or 
different from, the type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A 
light combiner 148, the type-4 light distributor 132, and the 
VOAS 150 shown in FIG. 10A. Also, the type-1 ROADM core 
device 640 can include more than the number of components 
shown in FIG.16C, and it is within the scope of this example 
embodiment for any of the type-1 light combiners 652 and 
654, the type-1A light combiners 660 and 662, the type-4 
light distributor 642, and VOA’s 664 and 666 shown in FIG. 
16C to be replaced by any other suitable component (or 
components) that performs (or perform) the same or similar 
functions thereof, as discussed above. 

FIG. 16D shown an example embodiment of a ROADM 
core device 680 that can comprise a type-4 light distributor 
682 receiving optical signals input from line interface or line 
in port 684, outputting optical signals on express output port 
686, and dropping optical signals via two sets of drop ports 
688 and 690. The first set of six drop ports 688 can function 
only as drop ports to locally drop optical signals from the 
distributor 682. The second set of two drop ports 690 can 
function as both drop ports and express ports and are connect 
able to another ROADM or similar optical device in the node 
containing the ROADM 680. 
The ROADM core device 680 can further comprise two 

2:1, type-1 light combiners 692 and 694. The light combiner 
692 receives optical signals from the light combiner 694 and 
outputs optical signals to a line output interface 698. The light 
combiner 694 receives optical signals from an express input 
port 696. The light combiner 692 can also receive optical 
signals from a 6:1 light combiner 700, which in turn receives 
optical signals from six VOAS 704, each connected to a dif 
ferent one of six add ports 708 in a first set of add ports that 
function only as add ports. The light combiner 694 can also 
receive optical signals from a 2:1 light combiner 702, which 
receives optical signals from two VOAS 706, each of which 
receive optical signals from a different one of two add ports 
710 in a second set of add ports that function as add ports and 
express ports. 
The type-1 light combiners 692 and 694, the type-1A light 

combiners 700 and 702, the type-4 light distributor 692, and 
VOAS 704 and 706 can be the same as, for example, the type-1 
light combiner 30, the type-1A light combiner 44, the type-4 
light distributor 76, and the VOAS 48, respectively, as shown 
in FIGS. 2B, 3B, 6, and 3B, although they are not limited 
thereto. In addition, the type-1 light combiners 692 and 694, 
the type-1A light combiners 700 and 702, the type-4 light 
distributor 692, and VOAS 704 and 706 can be the same as, or 
different from, the type-1 light combiner 142, the type-1A 
light combiner 148, the type-4 light distributor 132, and the 
VOAS 150 shown in FIG. 10A. Also, the type-1 ROADM core 
device 680 can include more than the number of components 
shown in FIG. 16D, and it is within the scope of this example 
embodiment for any of the type-1 light combiners 692 and 
694, the type-1A light combiners 700 and 702, the type-4 
light distributor 692, and VOAS 704 and 706 shown in FIG. 
16D to be replaced by any other suitable component (or 


























































































