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1 Claim. (C. 248-49) 

This invention relates to an improved device for Sup 
porting and positioning runs of conduit incident to place 
ment of such conduit and to embedment of the conduit 
in concrete or other suitable material. 

It is conventional practice to lay electrical conduit in 
trenches dug in the earth and to fill such trenches with 
concrete to embed the conduit and hold it in position. A 
major objective of the present invention is to realize a 
device which can be utilized to support runs of conduit 
from the sides and bottom of the trench and to Support 
runs of conduit in spaced relation relative to one an 
other and on subjacent runs of conduit. 
An important object is realized by a conduit-supporting 

device that can be economically constructed completely 
from a piece of flexible sheet material such as fiber board, 
metal or the like, and that can be utilized to support runs 
of conduit in vertical and horizontal spaced relation to 
each other and in spaced relation from the subjacent 
ground surface. 

Another important object is realized by the novel as 
sembled configuration of the device which provides angu 
larly related sheet portions, and by the provision of in 
tegral means detachably interconnecting such sheet por 
tions to prevent collapse of the device while supporting 
a load. 

Other important advantages are achieved by the pro 
vision of an arm cut out from one sheet portion, and 
the disposition of the arm transversely of the angularly 
related sheet portions for connection to the other sheet 
portion to obtain the functional results mentioned previ 
ously. The arm is provided with a head formation 
adapted to interfit a compatible aperture so that the head 
formation is quickly and easily attached to the opposite 
sheet portion to assembly the device ready for use. 

Still another important object is realized in that the 
device can be constructed of precut sheet material which 
can be stored or packed in flat expanded condition, one 
on top of the other, which obviously results in a saving of 
valuable storage space, and facilitates handling since large 
numbers of the devices in flat condition can be trans 
ported in a relatively small package. Moreover, such a 
device is particularly adapted for assembly from the flat 
sheet condition to the folded and locked, angularly re 
lated, operative structure as the need for such device 
arises while on the job. 
Yet another important object is realized by the provi 

sion of a plurality of spaced recesses along the folding 
axis of the device which are adapted to seat and support 
rows of conduit, and by the provision of recesses in the 
base margins adapted to seat on runs of conduit so that 
additional runs may be supported in vertically spaced rela 
tion thereabove. 
Another important object is realized in that the device 

when in a folded, assembled angular relation, is entirely 
open at the ends and bottom, which enables the fill such 
as concrete, dirt or other suitable material in which the 
conduit is embedded, to surround completely the device 
and conduit without creating any voids or pockets. 
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2. ". 
The foregoing and numerous other objects and ad 

vantages of the invention will more clearly appear from 
the following detailed description of a preferred embodi 
ment, particularly when considered in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the conduit-supporting de 
vice showing the blank of sheet material in flat, unfolded 
condition; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the device in folded 
operative condition; 

Fig. 3 is an end elevational view of the device shown 
in Fig. 2, and 

Fig. 4 is a side elevational view, partly in cross section, 
showing conduit-supporting devices in supporting relation 
to several runs of conduit in different horizontal planes. 

Referring now by characters of reference to the draw 
ing, and first to Fig. 1, it is seen that the conduit-support 
ing device is constructed from a flat piece or blank of 
sheet material such as fiber board, metal or other suitable 
material, the sheet material being defined by opposite end 
margins 10 and opposite lateral margins 11 that consti 
tute a base for the device as will appear later. 
A pair of spaced openings 12 is formed symmetrically 

about a longitudinal axis generally indicated at 13 and 
located between opposed lateral margins 11. In the pre 
ferred construction, openings 12 are generally elliptical 
in configuration. For clarity of subsequent description, 
it will be noted that the axis 13 divides the sheet material 
into two sheet portions 14 and 15. The lateral mar 
gins 11 of sheet portions 14 and 15 are each provided 
with a pair of spaced arcuate recesses 16, the recesses 16 
On one lateral margin 11 being transversely aligned with 
the recesses 16 formed in the opposite lateral margin 11. 
The sheet portion 14 is cut away to provide an elon 

gate arm 20, one end of which is formed integrally with 
sheet portion 14 and the opposite end being free. The 
free end of arm 20 is provided with a T-shaped head 
formation 21 formed integrally with the shank. 
The other sheet portion 15 is provided with an aperture 

22 transversely aligned with arm 20 and located approxi 
mately the same distance from lateral margin 11 that the 
integral end of arm 20 is spaced from lateral margin 11 
of sheet portion 14. The aperture 22 includes an en 
larged portion 23 of a size to receive and permit passage 
of head formation 21, and includes a reduced portion 24 
of a size to receive the shank of arm 20. 
To assemble the device, the sheet material is folded 

along longitudinal axis 13 so that sheet portions 14 and 
15 are arranged in angular relation, as is shown more 
clearly in Figs. 2 and 3. The arm 20 is folded out of 
the plane of sheet portion 14 and is extended transversely 
of angularly related sheet portions 14 and 15. The en 
larged head formation 21 is moved through aperture por 
tion 23, and then arm 20 is moved upwardly so that 
its shank enters the reduced aperture portion 24, best 
shown in Fig. 2. In this position, the head formation 21 
engages the sheet portion 15 and retains the sheet por 
tions in angularly related position and prevents collapse 
of the device while supporting a load. 
When the device is in its assembled, folded condition 

as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the openings 12 provide down 
wardly convergent recesses defined by transversely aligned 
arcuate margins 25 (Fig. 2). Moreover, it will appear 
from Fig. 2 that lateral recesses 16 are transversely aligned also and provide upwardly convergent seats for 
runs of conduit as will be explained subsequently. 
To illustrate the use of this device, assume that it 

is desired to lay a plurality of runs of conduit in a 
trench 26, as is shown in Fig. 4. First, a number of 
folded and locked devices are located in the trench at 
spaced intervals with the base margins 11 seating on 
the bottom of the trench. This is illustrated by device 
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having reference numeral 27 in Fig. 4. Then, runs of 
conduit 28 are located in uppermost recesses 12, the de 
vice 27 supporting the conduit in horizontally spaced 
relation. Additional conduit-supporting devices are lo 
cated on top of conduit runs 28 at spaced intervals along 
the trench 26, as is illustrated by device 29 in Fig. 4. 
The recesses 16 in base margin 11 seat on the runs of 
conduit 28, while uppermost recesses 12 serve to seat 
and support additional runs of conduit 30. It is seen 
that the conduit-supporting devices maintain the runs 
of conduit in horizontally and vertically spaced relation 
relative to each other and maintain such runs of con 
duit in position in trench 26. 

With the conduit-supporting devices holding the runs 
of conduit in desired position, the trench is filled with 
concrete, dirt or other suitable material 31 so that the 
conduit and devices are completely covered and em 
bedded. Since the conduit-supporting devices are com 
pletely open at the bottom and ends, the filling material 
flows completely around the conduits and devices, and 
all voids or pockets are eliminated. 

Although the invention has been described by making 
detailed reference to a single preferred embodiment, such 
detail is to be understood in an instructive, rather than in 
any restrictive sense, many variants being possible with 
in the scope of the claim hereunto appended. 

I claim as my invention: 
A conduit-supporting device comprised of a piece of 

sheet material bent along an axis to provide angularly 
related sheet portions, said sheet portions being provided 
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4. 
with a plurality of recesses spaced along said axis and 
adapted to seat runs of conduit, said sheet portions in 
cluding parallel base margins on opposite sides of the 
said axis, one of said sheet portions having an arm cut 
out of said sheet material, said arm being integrally con 
nected to said portion at one end closely adjacent the 
base margin of said one sheet portion, and the opposite 
end of said arm being provided with an enlarged head, 
the other sheet portion being provided with an aperture 
substantially horizontally aligned with the integrally con 
nected end of said arm when the sheet portions are angu 
larly related and located closely adjacent the base margin 
of said other sheet portion, said aperture having one por 
tion of a size to receive the head and a smaller portion 
of a size to receive the arm, the arm extending from 
the said one sheet portion to which it is integrally at 
tached, through the aperture in the said other sheet por 
tion so that said arm head engages the said other sheet 
portion to prevent collapse of said device. 
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