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(57) Abstract: A charging apparatus comprises an estimat-
or unit for estimating the habitual usage start time of a sec-
ondary cell on the basis of the usage history of the second-
ary cell, an allowable charging time calculator unit for cal-
culating the period of time from the charging start time of
the secondary cell to the imminent usage start time as al-
lowable charging time, a necessary charge time calculator
unit for calculating the charging time necessary to fully
charge the secondary cell as necessary charging time, and a
charger unit for charging the secondary cell under degrada-
tion-suppression charging conditions when the allowable
charging time exceeds the necessary charge time. Under the
degradation-suppression charging conditions, the charging
apparatus performs temporary charging suspension during
charging, and charges the secondary cell so that full charge
is reached within the allowable charging time.
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