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Claims. 

The invention relates to containers, and more 
particularly to an ornamental guest box.for use 
upon a table, or similar article, so constructed 
that when opened, cigarettes and other smokers' 
articles may be conveniently removed therefrom. 

Cigarettes are commonly packaged in cello 
phane covered paper and metal foil wrappers. 
In handling such packages, the wrappers, after 
removal of a few cigarettes therefrom, collapse, 
and the remaining cigarettes are liable to become 
Soft from bending and pressing in handling the 
package. The appearance of a partially empty 
package is not attractive, and while this may 
be a matter of indifference to the individual 
Smoker, a host or hostess prefers to offer an 
attractive package from which cigarettes may 
be removed without handling of packages, or 
of cigarettes other than the one being removed. 
Most cigarette Smokers have a favorite brand 

or make of cigarettes, and when entertaining 
guests, a selection of several of the more popu 
lar brands is provided in an attempt to furnish 
each guest . With the brand which he or She 
prefers. . . 
With the above conditions in mind, I have pro 

vided a container consisting of a plurality of 
separate compartments, each adapted to receive 
a package of cigarettes, these compartments be 
ing Of a height to expose a considerable part of 
the package beyond the top of the compartment. 
The body of the container is made in two sec 
tions, hinged together in a manner to cause the 
top of each package, when the container is open, 
to project well above the container so as to 
permit ready access to any package when re 
moving a cigarette therefron. 
The containers is so constructed that when it 

is closed, no part of the contained cigarette 
packages can be bent or subjected to a deform 
ing pressure. The container, when closed, has 
the appearance of an ordinary oblong box hav 
ing a hinged cover protecting the contained 
packages from dust and dirt, a construction 
capable of receiving an attractive or decorative 
finish permitting its use as a table ornament. 
"When opening the container, the two hinged. 
body sections have relative movement, and the 
cover has movement in relation to one of said Fig. 4. 
Sections, bringing all three parts of the con 
tainer into positions in which the long wall of 
each section and the cover provide an extended 
base preventing possibility of toppling of the 
container. While cigarettes are being removed 
from the package in any compartment. 
The construction and arrangement of the two 

compartment 

(CI. 131-5) 
bOX body sections and their contained compart 
mentS or pockets, and the cover therefor, is such 
that when the box is closed, or being closed, the 
movement of any of these parts is So limited as 
to preclude the application of any pressure to 
any part of the packages of cigarettes in said 
compartments. 
The form of the box body Sections and the 

compartments or pockets is such that space is 
afforded adjacent each compartment for a clip 
adapted to hold a package of paper matches in 
a position conveniently accessible when the con 
tainer is open, and prevent the escape of the 
matches when opening or closing the container. 
The invention consists primarily in a container 

embodying therein a body portion consisting of 
two Sections, each having two end walls, one. 
side wall and a bottom, a hinge connection be 
tween the bottoms of said sections, a plurality of 

casings permanently secured 
within one of said body Sections and of a width 
leSS: than that of the two Sections, whereby a 
Space is afforded in the other section for arti 
cles projecting from said casing, a flanged cover 
adapted to close the tops of both of Said sec 
tions, and a hinge connection between one edge 
flange of said cover and the top of the side wall. 
of one of said sections, whereby with the raising 
of said cover, said Sections will have pivotal 
movement in relation to each other so as to form 
an extended base consisting of the side wall of 
one of said sections and said cover; and in such 
other novel features of construction and com 
bination of parts as are hereinafter set forth 
and described, and more particularly pointed out 
in the claims hereto appended. . . - 

Referring to the drawing, 
Fig. 1 is a perSpective view of a container emi 

bodying the invention; : 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the container With the 

cover open, but with the container not in the 
fully open position; 

Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a front view of the container in the 

fully open position; and 
Fig. 5 is a transverse section of the container 

in the fully open position, on the line 5-5 of 

Like numerals refer to like parts throughout 
the Several ViewS. 
As shown in the accompanying drawing, the 

container embodies therein a body composed of 
two sections 0 and . The front section - O 
has a side wall f2, end walls 3 and a bottom 
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2 
walls 6 and a bottom 7. The two sections are 
united by hinges 8 connecting the free edges 
of the section bottoms 4 and T and permit 
ting a free pivotal movement of the two sec 
tions when opening the box. 
Within the box body, in the form of the in 

vention shown in the dra Wing, are three con 
partment casings 9, each of which is identical 
with the others and is secured within the Con 
tainer body in the same manner, so that a de 
scription of but one of these casings, and the 
manner of aSSenbling Sane Within the COn 
tainer, is necessary. 
Each compartment forming casing comprises 

a strip of material having a front Wall 20, side 
walls 2 and rear flanges 22, by means of which 
it may be attached to the body of the container. 
The casing is secured in a position. So that the 
bottom thereof is closed by a side wall of the 
container which is parallel. With the hinges COn 
necting the two sections. 
In the form of the invention shown, the con 

tainer is made of sheet metal throughout, and 
each casing 9 is secured to the bottom of the 
body section with which it is associated by being 
Soldiered, brazed or Welded thereto So as to pre 
sent a smooth finish exteriorly of the body. 

Each casing 9 is of a height to extend beyond 
the edge of the bottom f4 or 7 of the body, 
So that when the container is closed, these cas 
ings, by engagement With the bottom of the 
other body Section, Will stop all pivotal movement 
of the container Sections, thus preventing any 
possibility of these two sections turning in rela 
tion to each other to an extent to bend or crum 
ple the projecting end of packages or other ar 
ticles Stored Within the compartments formed 
by Said CasingS. 
While the abutting end walls of the two Sec 

tions Would, if not displaced in relation to each 
other, have the same effect in limiting the piv 
otal movement of the two body sections, there 
is always the possibility that such end Walls 
night become deformed, or might flex in a man 
ner to make their action as stops unreliable. 
By positioning the flanges 22 so that they will 
Overlay and engage the bottom of the Section 
other than that carrying the casing, positive 
Stops are afforded, and at the same time the 
bottom of both casings is reinforced to an extent 
to prevent possible injury to packages contained 
within the various compartments. 

In the form of the invention shown, the con 
tainer is an oblong container and there are three 
compartment casings, two carried by the front 
Section adjacent the opposite end walls thereof, 
and one carried by the rear section substantially 
centrally thereof so as to be positioned inter 
mediate the end casings carried by the other 
Section. 

It Will be noted that each casing, while of a 
height to project beyond the edge of the bottom 
of the Section carrying same and engage the bot 
tom of the other section, is nevertheless much 
shorter than the distance between the side Wall 
of one section and the side wall of the other 
Section, thus affording ample Space for the re 
ception of the projecting ends of packages de 
posited in each of these Sections. - 
When the container is closed, the effect is the 

provision of a compartment casing carried by 
One Section and a pocket formed in the other 
Section in a linement therewith, and this condi 
tion is true whether the arrangement of the cas. 
ing is as shown in the drawing, or whether all 

2,054,959 
of the casings are carried by the one section and 
project into the other section when the container 
is closed. 
By this construction, when the container is 

closed, the package in each compartment is pro 
tected, as to every part thereof, from dust, dirt 
and bending stresses, and when the container 
is Open, the upper end of each package projects 
well above any part of the container So as to 
be readily accessible for the purpose of removing 
articles from contained packages without un 
necessary handling of the package or of individ 
ual articles not being removed. 

Hence, it is possible, when packages of ciga 
rettes are placed within the container compart 
ments, to remove not only the top of the cello 
phane, paper and foil wrapping, but, if desired, 
to tear away a part of the sides of this Wrapping 
without likelihood of the cigarettes being injured 
while within the container. At the same time, 
the container, when closed, acts as effectively 
to prevent drying out of the cigarettes as an 
ordinary metal carton. 
The compartment casings are Spaced apart 

in relation to each other in order to facilitate 
assembly of the container by convenient manu 
facturing methods, and at the same time avoid 
possible interference in the operation of the de 
vice by the compartment ca. SingS. 
The bottom of each casing is provided with a 

Wide central tongue 23 projecting outwardly of 
the casing Wall and then parallel therewith, SO 
as to provide a clip for the retention of a pack 
age of paper matches adjacent each compart 
ment, the height of the side walls being rela 
tively greater than the thickness of the casings 
9. 
The side wall 5 has hinged thereto, at 24, 

a flanged cover 25, the dimensions of which are 
such as to inclose the open tops of both Sec 
tions 0 and when the container is closed. 
This cover, in addition to protecting the contents 
of the container when closed, also serves as a 
handle for opening the container and a part of 
an extended base for preventing possibility of 
overturning of the container while it is open. 
While not specifically designed as an ash re 

ceiver, the position and construction of the cover 
is . Such that it may, and undoubtedly Will, be 
used for this purpose. 
The bottoms f4 and IT of the sections 0 

f have outwardly formed spherical nubs 26 
forming rests for supporting the container from 
any Surface to an extent to prevent engagement 
of the hinges 8 with that surface. These nubs 
are differentially located adjacent the angle at 
each end of the side walls 2 and 5 and the 
adjacent end Walls 3 and 6, thus affording di 
vergent supports for the container when it is 
closed. 
Three compartment casings are used merely 

because, at the present time, there are three of 
the more popular brands of cigarettes. 
When the container is closed, the two body sec 

tions 0 and f l are folded together and the 
Cover is closed upon both sections, the flange of 
the cover inclosing the top of the side and end 
Walls of both sections since, in forming the 
Sockets of the hinges 24, the material of the side 
Wall 5 and of the adjacent flange of the cover is 
used, thus locating the axis of these hinges 
slightly below the top of Said side wall. Hence, 
the flange of the cover adjacent the wall 5 laps 
upon the exterior of this wall. . . 
As heretofore stated, cigarettes preferably are 
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2,054,959 
placed in the compartment casings while in the 
original packages, the tops and a portion of the 
sides of the material of the packages being torn 
away to expose a short length of the cigarettes 
beyond the wrapper. The wrapper of the pack 
age projects beyond the top of the compartment 
casing, thus identifying the brand of the ciga 
rettes in that compartment by the exposed por 
tion of the wrapper. A folder of paper matches 
may be inserted in the clip adjacent each casing. 

After filling the various compartments and 
clips, the container may be closed, and when 
closed, except for its decorative or ornamental 
character, does not differ materially from the 
ordinary tin carton for one hundred cigarettes. 
When it is desired to tender a cigarette to a 

guest, it is merely necessary to grasp the cover 
25 in one hand, swing the cover about the hinges 
24, raise the container until the side wall 2 
rests upon the table and then allow the cover to 
drop, the weight of the cover turning the section 

25 

30 

about the hinges 8 and completely opening 
the container, so that the parts assume the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 5 of the drawing. 
When the container is thus opened, the ends 

of the packages of cigarettes project for substan 
tially one-half of their length above the end walls 
f3 and f6 and above the abutting edges of the 
bottoms 4 and 7, thus avoiding any obstruction 
Which can interfere with the grasping of a ciga 
rette with the nails of the thumb and the fore 
finger in removing same from the package, 

It will be noted that when the container is fully 
... opened, the side wall. 5 and the cover 25 engage 
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the same flat surface, thus avoiding any possi 
bility of the toppling of the container while in 
use. While the side Wall 5 has an angular posi 
tion in relation to the surface upon which the 
container rests, the portion of the side wall at the 
juncture with the bottom 7 also rests upon said 
surface. Notwithstanding that the relation of 
the container sections e and f f may be disturbed 
when removing a cigarette therefrom, neverthe 
less when the container is released, it will immedi 
ately reassume the position shown in Fig. 5. 
When it is desired to close the container, it is 

merely necessary to grasp a flange of the cover 
25, raise it and the section f, and turn said sec 
tion about the hinges 8, thus bringing the two 
sections 0 and f into perfectalinement, so that 
when both sections topple towards the cover, it 
may befitted to both sections as shown in Fig. 1. 
In the form of the invention shown in the 

drawing, the space in the section O, between the 
compartment casings 19, receives the projecting 
end of the package of cigarettes contained in the 
casing 9 Secured to the section f, and the space 
upon each side of the casing 9 Secured to the sec 
tion receives the projecting end of the pack 
ages of cigarettes contained in the compartments 
9 Secured to the section 0. 
AS the two sections 9 and f come into regis 

ter. With each other, the portion of the flanges 
22 of the casings of each section overlap and en 
gage the bottom of the other section, thus pre 
Venting any movement of these two Sections ex 
Cepting about the hinges 8 in a direction to move 
the projecting ends of the cigarettes carried in 
the compartment of one section away from the 
bottom of the other section. With this condi 
tion, there can be no bending and resulting mu 
tilation of cigarettes because of the movement of 
the two sections 0 and f f. 
While the construction of container herein de 

Scribed lends itself particularly to the use of sheet 

metal in its production, it is obvious that other 
materials may be used. 

I have also described the invention in connec 
tion with the convenient presentation of ciga 
rettes to a guest. It is obvious, however, that the 
articles stored in the various compartments form 
no part of the invention. 
The container of the invention is designed pri 

marily, as an ornamental household novelty, the 
limited capacity of the container making its use 
as a display box undesirable. The box itself is 
an article of manufacture to be sold as such and 
not as a carton to promote the sales of other 
articles. - - 

It is not my intention to limit the invention to 
the precise details of construction shown in the 
accompanying drawing, it being apparent that 
Such may be modified with the use of different 
materials or different manufacturing methods 
Without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention. 
Having described the invention, what I claim 

as new and desire to have protected by Letters 
Patent, is:- 

1. A container embodying therein a body por 
tion consisting of two sections, each having two 
end walls, one side wall and a bottom, a hinge 
connection between the bottons of said sections, 
a plurality of compartment casings permanently 
Secured within one of said body sections and of 
a width less than that of the two sections, where 
by a Space is afforded in the other section for 
articles projecting from said casing, a flanged 
cover adapted to close the tops of both of said 
Sections, and a hinge connection between one 
edge flange of Said cover and the top of the side 
wall of one of said sections, whereby with the 
raising of said cover, said sections will have piv 
otal movement in relation to each other so as to 
form an extended base consisting of the side wall 
of One of Said Sections and said cover. 

2. A container embodying therein a body por 
tion consisting of two sections, each having 
two end walls, one side wall and a bottom, a 
hinge connection between the bottoms of said 
Sections, a plurality of compartment casings per 
manently secured to the bottom of one of said 
body Sections and of a width greater than that 
Of the section to which it is secured but less 
than that of the two sections, whereby a space 
is afforded in the other section for articles pro 
jecting from Said casing, and relative movement 
of Said sections when closing the container is 
limited, a cover adapted to close the tops of 
both of said sections, and a hinge connection 5 
between one edge of said cover and the top of 
the side Wall of one of said sections, whereby 
with the raising of said cover, said sections will 
have pivotal movement in relation to each other 
So as to form an extended base consisting of the 
Side wall of one of said sections and said cover. 

3. A container embodying therein a body por 
tion consisting of two sections, each having two 
end walls, one side wall and a bottom, a hinge 
connection between the bottoms of said sections, 
a plurality of compartment casings, each com 
prising a strip of material bent to form a front 
Wall, Side Walls and rear flanges, whereby said 
casing may be permanently secured to the bot 
tOn of One of Said body Sections and of a width 
less than that of the two sections, whereby a 
Space is afforded in the other Section for articles 
projecting from Said casing, one end of said 
casing being closed by the Side wall of the Sec 
tion With Which it is connected, a cover adapted 
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4. 
to close the tops of both of said sections, and a 
hinge connection between one edge of said cover 
and the top of the side wall of one of said Sec 
tions, whereby with the raising of said cover, 
said sections will have pivotal movement in re 
lation to each other so as to form an extended 
base consisting of the side wall of one of said 
Sections and said cover. 

4. A container embodying therein a body por 
tion consisting of two sections, each having tWO 
end walls, one side wall and a bottom, a hinge 
connection between the bottoms of Said Sections, 
a plurality of compartment casings, each com 
prising a strip of material bent to form a front 
wall, side walls and rear flanges, whereby Said 
casing may be permanently secured to the bot 
tom of one of said body sections and of a width 
greater than that of the section to which it is 
secured but less than that of the two sections, 
whereby a space is afforded in the other Section 
for articles projecting from Said casing, and rel 
ative movement of said sections when closing 
the container is limited, one end of Said casing 
being closed by the side wall of the Section With 
which it is connected, a cover adapted to close 
the tops of both of said sections, and a hinge 
connection between one edge of Said cover and 
the top of the side wall of one of said sections, 
whereby with the raising of Said cover, said Sec 
tions will have pivotal movement in relation to 
each other so as to form an extended base con 
sisting of the side wall of one of said Sections 
and Said cover. 

5. A container embodying therein a body por 
tion consisting of two sections, each having tWO 
end walls, one side. Wall and a botton, a hinge 
connection between the bottoms of Said Sections, 
a plurality of compartment casings, each com 
prising a strip of material bent to form a front 
wall, side walls and rear flanges, Whereby Said 
casing may be permanently secured to the bot 
tom of one of said body sections and of a width. 
less than that of the two sections, Whereby a 
space is afforded in the other section for articles 
projecting from said casing, one end of Said caS 
ing being closed by the side wall of the Section 
with which it is connected, a tongue formed 
outwardly and upwardly of the end of Said Cas 
ing adjacent the bottom of the section to which 
it is secured, a cover adapted to close the tops 
of both of said sections, and a hinge connection 
between one edge of said cover and the top of 
the side wall of one of said sections, whereby 
with the raising of said cover, said sections will 
have pivotal movement in relation to each other 
so as to form an extended base consisting of the 
side wall of one of said sections and said cover. 

2,054,959 
6. A container embodying therein a body por 

tion consisting of two sections, each having two 
end walls, one side Wall and a bottom, a hinge 
connection between the bottoms of said sec 
tions, a plurality of compartment casings, each 
comprising a strip of material bent to form a 
front wall, side walls and rear flanges, whereby 
said casing may be permanently secured to the 
bottom of one of Said body Sections and of a 
width greater than that of the section to which 
it is secured but less than that of the two sec 
tions, whereby a space is afforded in the other 
section for articles projecting from Said casing, 
and relative movement of said sections when 
closing the container is limited, one end of Said 
casing being closed by the side wall of the sec 
tion with which it is connected, a tongue formed 
outwardly and upwardly of the end of said cas 
ing adjacent the bottom of the Section to which 
it is secured, a cover adapted to close the tops 
of both of said sections, and a hinge connection 
between one edge of said cover and the top of 
the side. Wall of one of Said Sections, Whereby 
with the raising of said cover, said sections will 
have pivotal movement in relation to each other 
So as to form an extended base consisting of the 
side Wall of one of said sections and said cover. 

7. A container embodying therein a body por 
tion consisting of two sections, each having two 
end walls, one side wall and a bottom, a hinge 
connection between the bottoms of said sections, 
two compartment casings secured one adjacent 
each end wall of one of said sections, a third 
compartment casing secured to the other section 
intermediate said two casings, each of Said com 
partment casings comprising a strip of material 
bent to form a front wall, side walls and rear 
flanges, whereby said casing may be permanently 
secured to the bottom of one of said body sec 
tions and of a width less than that of the two 
sections, whereby a space is afforded in the other 
Section for articles projecting from Said. CaS 
ing, one end of said casing being closed by the 
side wall of the section with Which it is con 
nected, a cover adapted to close the tops of 
both of said sections, and a hinge connection 
between one edge of said cover and the top of 
the side wall of One of said Sections, Whereby 
with the raising of said cover, said sections will 
have pivotal movement in relation to each other 
so as to form an extended base consisting of 
the side wall of one of said sections and said 
COWer. 
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