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(57) Abstract: The invention is directed biopsy
site markers and methods of marking a biopsy site,
so that the location of the biopsy cavity is readily
visible by conventional imaging methods, particularly
by ultrasonic imaging. The biopsy site markers
of the invention have high ultrasound reflectivity,
presenting a substantial acoustic signature from a
small marker, so as to avoid obscuring diagnostic
tissue features in subsequent imaging studies, and
can be readily distinguished from biological features.
The several disclosed embodiments of the biopsy
site marker of the invention have a high contrast
of acoustic impedance as placed in a tissue site,
so as to efficiently reflect and scatter ultrasonic
energy, and preferably include gas-filled internal
pores. The markers may have a non-uniform surface
contour, such as a porous, irregular, frosted, faceted,
multi-planar or lobulate surface, to enhance the
acoustic signature. The markers have a characteristic
form which is recognizably artificial during medical
imaging.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-31

Claims 1-31 refer to an intracorporeal site marker with a
body shape which is recognisably artificial when the marker
is subject to ultrasound or X-ray imaging, whereby the said
marker comprises an ultrasound detectable body including
boundaries having high contrast in acoustical impedance. -

2. Claim : 32

Claim 32 refers to an intracorporeal site marker with a body
shape which is recognisably artificial when the marker is
subject to ultrasound or X-ray imaging, whereby the said
marker comprises an elongated body of gel having a metallic
band disposed at Teast partially surrounding the body of gel.
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