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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PaTrick J. HiccIxs, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Vienna, in the county of Clinton and State of
Ohio, haveinvented new and useful Improve-
ments in Checkreins, of which the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to checkreins, and
has for its object to produce a comparatively

'simple inexpensive device of this character

which will normally maintain the animal’s
head in checked position and one which in
practice will at the same time permit free
movement of the animal’s head and neck, thus
rendering the device perfectly humane in ac-
tion.

- To these ends the invention comprises the
novel features of construction and combina-
tion of parts more fully hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s-

aplan view of a checkrein embodying the in-
vention, showing the same in contracted con-
dition. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the
yieldable portion of the rein expanded. Fig.
3 is a similar view of the members or heads
and the non-expansible element. Fig. 4isan
enlarged detail view, partly in section, illus-

_trating the manner of connecting the non-ex-

pansible element and the yieldable section
with the heads.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
checkrein, which as a whole comprises a yield-
able portion or section 2 and a face-strap 3,
the latter being of the usual or any appropri-
ate construction. The section 2, which is lon-
gitudinally expansible, is preferably formed
of a normally contracted spring connected at
its ends in any suitable manner with heads 4,

having vransversely-elongated eyes 5, one of

which receives the adjacent end of the face-
strap 3 and the other of which receives a per-
forated engaging member or strap 6, adapted
for engagement with the check-hook carried,
as usual, by the harness. The heads 4, which
have shanks 7 seated in the adjacent ends of
the spring 2, are further connected by means
of a chain or other non-elastic element 8, ex-
tended through the spring and engaged with
the heads, preferably by means of pins 9, as
illustrated in Fig. 4, these pins being extended
through perforations in the shanks 7 and the
terminal links of the chain, which latter seat
inlongitudinal openings formed in'the shanks.

It is to be observed that the chain is of some-
what greater length than the spring 2 when
the latter is in its normal contracted condi-
tion, and consequently serves to permit longi-
tudinal expansion of the spring to a prede-
termined limited extent.

Adjustment of the checkrein as a whole in
the matter of length may be effected at the
point of engagement of the face-strap 8 with
the expansible section 2, the strap 3 being for
this purpose provided with a series of longi-
tudinally-spaced perforations 10 and a buckle
or other appropriate adjusting member 11.

In practice the face-strap 3 is engaged in
the usual manner with the bit and the strap
6 with the check-hook, the length of the rein
having been previously adjusted to retain the
animal’s head in checked position. It is ap-
parent that the spring 2 will normally remain
in contracted position, thereby exerting a
force for holding the animal’s head up, the
section 2 being, however, longitudinally ex-
pansible to permit free movement of the ani-
mal’s head and neck. It is, however, to be
noted that the non-yieldable element 8 will
limit the expansion of the spring 2, thus to
prevent undue strain upon the latter.

From the foregoing it is apparent that I
produce a simple device which in practice will
efficiently perform its function and the attain-
ment of the ends in view, it being understood
that minor changes in the details herein set
forth may be resorted to without departing
from the spirit of the invention,

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed is—

In a checkrein, an expansible section com-
prising a coil-spring, heads having shanks
seated in the ends of the spring and provided
with longitudinal openings intersected by
transverse openings, anon-expansible element
extended longitudinally through the spring
and having its terminals seated in the longi-
tudinal openings of the shanks, and pins en-
tered through the transverse openings in said
shanks and terminals of the elements for con-
necting the latter with the heads.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

PATRICK J. HIGGINS.

Witnesses:

Eveene EDwARrDs,
Howarp HILDEBRANT.
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