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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JEHU W. JOHNSON, OTF COLUMBUS, TEXAS.

IMPROVEMENT IN PORTABLE FENCES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 138,589, dated Jannary 12, 1375; apolication filed
October 19, 1874,

To all whom it may concern: ' '

Be i known that I, JEEU W. JOHNSON, of
Columbus, county of Colorado, and State of
Texas, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Fences, of which the follow-
ing is a specification: :

My invention relates to fences made in sec-
tions or panels; and it consists in the con-
struction and arrangement of the brackets or
supports for the panels, and alsoin the means
for securing the panels to said supports, as
will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention appertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
its construction and operation, referring to the
annexed drawing, which forms a part of this
Bpceification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my fence,
and Fig. 2 is a side view of one of the sup-
ports with the fastening-link and key de-
tached. - '

Each panel is composed of a series of hori-
zontal boards, A A, of suitable dimensions,
with a batten, B, nailed securely across the
center, and a batten, O, across each end,
the end battens O O being on opposite sides
of the panel. A hole is then bored through
each end stile or batten C, and through the
second plank or board from the bottom, which
completes the panel. Kach support is con-
structed of a base-block, D, and bracket E.
The base-block consists simply of a piece of
scantling or other light timber of suitable di-
mensions; and these base-blocks are placed
at regular intervals on top of the ground to
receive the iron brackets E, which are made

“of rod-iron, bent to form an upright, a, and an
inclined brace, b, the upper part of the up-
right being double, as shown in TFig. 2. The
end of the brace b is driven into the block D,
while the end or foot of the upright a'is made
to turn up at the toe or end, thus forming an
open clamyp, d, to receive and securely hold
the lower end of the batten when the fance is

erected. Although the entire weight of the’
fence rests upon that foot-of the bracket, in
order to make it more secure it is fastened
down to the base-block by a staple, e. 1 rep-
resents the link that binds the fence to the
bracket, and is made of round rod-iron, of such
length as to pass over the double bart of the
upright @, and through the four thicknesses
of plank, and to receive at its other end the
wooden key G, that binds the wlole structure
tightly together. :

A fence of this construction has sufficient -
elasticity, strength, and durability to resist
the winds, ravages of stock, and, being linked
together, will also resist a current of water.
No gates or bars are needed, as.a panel can
be detached simply by drawing a key without
disturbing any other portion of the fence,

It will readily be seen that in the panels
wire may be substituted in a measure for the .
plank—that is to say, with upright cleats or
battens attached to two strips of plank at
bottom and top, the middle portion of the
fence might be filled up with wire, which could
be made to pass through the battens or fast-
ened to the outside, as preferred.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to'secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The bracket or support E, constructed,
as described, of rod-iron, bent to form the up-
right a, double at its upper end, the brace b,
and open clamp d, and fastened to the base-
block D, substantially as and for the purposes
herein set forth. :

-2. The combination of the panel A B (,
support D B ¢ b d, link &, and key G, as shown
and described, for the purpose herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I hereunto affix Iny signature
this 13th day of October. 1874.

JEHU W. JOHNSON.

Witnesses:
J. R. BRoOKsS,
GEO0. S. ZIEGLER.



