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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CULLIN W. REED, OF CHAGRIN FALLS, OEIO. 

IMPROVEMENT IN COVERS FOR SEWING-MACHINES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 130,072, dated July 30, 1872. 

Specification describing an Improved Fold 
ing Cover and Extension Table Combined, in 
vented by CULLINW. REED, of Chagrin Falls, 
in the county of Cuyahoga, State of Ohio. 
The object of my invention is to so construct 

and unite together the sides and ends of the 
cover of a sewing-machine as to enable them 
to be folded upon the top of the cover in a 
close, rigid, and compact body, so that the 
said sides and ends when so folded will pre 
sent a smooth, unbroken surface, whereby the 
said cover is specially adapted for forming an 
extension table for the sewing-machine table, 
the parts being so constructed as to permit of 
the same being connected to the sewing-ma 
chine table with ease and facility. My inven 
tion consists in connecting the sides and ends 
of the cover of a sewing-machine with the top 
of the cover by a hinged joint in such a man 
ner as to enable the said sides and ends to be 
folded upon the inside of the top of the cover, 
so that, when the several parts are properly ad 
justed in respect to each other, a smooth, un 
broken top surface is presented, whereby an 
article is produced readily adapted for con 
necting with a sewing-machine table to form 
an extension thereof. The invention further 
consists in connecting or hinging the sides and 
ends of the cover with the top of the same in 
such a manner as to permit of the said sides 
being moved toward or from each other upon 
the said top to enable them to be changed from 
a vertical to a horizontal position, and vice 
versa, to form either the sides of the cover or 
an extended table for the sewing-machine ta 
ble, the parts being arranged and adjusted in 
respect to the end pieces as to form a smooth 
top surface, a tight or close fitting joint, and 
at the same time enabling the hinge or joint 
to be secured and concealed upon the inside 
in such a manner as to dispense with hinge 
joints projecting above the top surface of the 
cover when the parts are horizontally folded 
upon the inside of the cover to form an exten 
sion table for the sewing-machine table. The 
invention further consists of an extension ta 
ble formed by folding the sides and ends of a 
sewing-machine cover parallel with its top, es 
sentially as hereinafter set forth, and adapted 
to be connected with a sewing-machine table 
by means of a detachable connection and bev 
eled edges, as more fully set forth hereinafter. 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is 
an inside view of the sewing-machine cover, 
showing the side pieces in a horizontal posi 
tion and the end pieces in a vertical position. 
Fig. 2 is a section on the line acac of Fig. 1 of 
one of the end pieces connected by a hinge 
joint with the top of the cover. Fig. 3 is a view 
of the cover when folded to form an extension 
table, the same being shown as connected with 
the table of a sewing-machine. Fig. 4 is a side 
view, showing the end pieces, the sides being 
removed. Fig. 5 is a horizontal section of Fig. 
4, part of one of the end pieces being removed. 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the improved 
folding cover arranged upon the table of a 
sewing-machine. 
Like letters of reference indicate correspond 

ing parts. 
The letter A may designate the top of the 

cover, which, in outline, may represent any 
desired form. To the under side of this top, 
preferably at a suitable distance from the sides 
and ends, are connected, by a hinge or other 
suitable joint, the side pieces B B and the end 
pieces C C, the same being so arranged in re 
spect to each other and to the top of the cover 
as to be converted by folding with ease and 
facility from a vertical to a horizontal position, 
and vice versa, for the purpose of forming either 
a cover for a sewing-machine or an extension 
table for the bed of the same. The side pieces 
B B and end pieces CC are, in the presentin 
stance, connected with the top of the cover by 
a hinge or other suitable joint, D, one leaf of 
which is rigidly attached to the side or end 
pieces, while the other leaf or an attachment 
to it slides or moves within a guide or slotted 
plate, E, in such a manner as to admit of the 
side and the end pieces being advanced to 
ward or moved from each other, whereby the 
said sides and ends can be folded upon the in 
side of the top of the cover in a close and com 
pact body, the joints fitting closely and tightly 
together, and their top surfaces rendered flush 
with each other, whereby a smooth, uninter 
rupted top surface is produced, the same be 
ing free from all projections. This smooth, un 
broken surface in a folding sewing-machine 
cover and extension table combined is one of 
the special features of my invention, and is due 
to the fact that the hinged joints are concealed, 
being placed inside of the folding parts, and 
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therefore do not project above the top surface. 
The edges did of the side and end pieces of 
the cover are beveled or otherwise formed to 
correspond or coincide with the beveled or 
other formed edges of the sewing-machine 
table H, so that when the cover is converted 
into an extension table the same can be read 
ily attached to the said sewing-machine table 
in a firm and substantial manner, the parts 
being preferably flush on their top plane, 
whereby a smooth, unbroken surface is pro 
duced. By forming the edges of the side and 
end pieces with beveled edges not only can 
a tight joint be effected, but a neat and at 
tractive appearance is imparted to the several 
parts when the same are brought together to 
form a cover for a sewing-machine. This 
folding cover, when converted into an exten 
sion table, is secured to the sewing-machine 
table by any suitable connection, preferably 
by a hinge or slide, as designated by the let 
ter F in the several figures, all of which, it 
will be noticed, are so constructed and con 
nected together as to render them detachable. 
When the slide is used for securing the ex 
tension table in place, I sometimes arrange a 
spring, G, upon the inside of the top of the 
cover so as to retain the slide in position when 
the same is drawn out and inserted in a sock 
et, bracket, or bearing upon the sewing-ma 
chine table. When it is desired to employ 
this cover as an extension for the sewing-ma 
chine table the same can, with ease and facil 
ity, be converted into such by simply turning 
down the side pieces B B parallel with the 
top of the cover, as in Fig. 1, and then mov 
ing the end pieces C C toward each end of 
the top A, by means of the sliding hinge or 
joint, as in Fig. 2, and folding or turning the 
same upon the inside parallel with the top of 
the cover, as in Figs. 4 and 5, when the side 
pieces are forced toward each other until the 
edges at a come in contact with the side edges 
bb of the end pieces, whereby tight-fitting 
joints are secured, and the parts being per 
fectly flush with each other a smooth top sur. 
face will be produced. The parts thus arranged 
or adjusted will, by preference, belocked down 
by dowel-pins c c, or their equivalents, as 
shown in Fig. 3, by which means the several 
parts are firmly and substantially united to 
gether, forming an extension table which will 
always retain and present a smooth top sur 
face, the parts not being liable to separate 
from each other. When it is desired to con 
vert the extension table into a cover the sides 
BB are withdrawn from contact with the end 
pieces, the latter raised to a vertical position 

as in Fig. 1, and each pressed inwardly or 
toward each other, as in Fig. 4; the side 
pieces B B are then raised to a vertical posi 
tion and brought in contact with the side 
edges of the end pieces and firmly connected 
with the same by the dowel-pins c e or equiva 
lent fastenings. The dowel-pins serve for 
both locking or fastening together the several 
parts, both when used as an extension table 
or as a sewing-machine cover, 'and are not 
compelled to be removed from their original 
position for such purpose. It is evident that 
the sliding leaf or plate of the hinge or joint 
may be arranged upon and guided in the end 
pieces, instead of being arranged upon the 
inside of the top of the cover, without depart 
ure from the spirit of my invention. 
I claim as my invention 
1. The top of a sewing-machine cover hav 

ing pivoted or hinged side and end pieces B 
B and C C, the former folding outwardly and 
the latter inwardly, to form an extension table 
for sewing-machine tables, substantially as 
described. 

2. The end pieces C C of a sewing-machine 
cover hinged or pivoted upon the inside of its 
top, and adapted to be adjusted toward or 
from each other and be folded upon the inside 
of the cover, for the purpose specified. 

3. The side pieces B B hinged or pivoted 
upon the inside of the table of the cover, and 
adapted to be folded outwardly parallel with 
the top A, and capable of being moved toward 
or from each other in respect to the end pieces, 
substantially as described. 

4. The end pieces C C, provided with sta 
tionary dowel-pins c c, or equivalents, for lock 
ing down the side and end pieces when brought 
to a horizontal position, to form an extension 
table, and for securing the said parts together 
when brought to a vertical position, to form 
the sides and ends of the sewing machine 
cover, substantially as specified. 

5. An extension table formed by folding the 
sides and ends of a sewing-machine cover 
parallel with its top, essentially such as set 
forth, and adapted to be connected with a 
sewing-machine table by means of a detach 
able connection, F, and beveled edges, dd, 
substantially as described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 

I have hereunto set my hand this 22d day of 
July, 1872. 

C. W. REED. 
Witnesses: 

ALBERT H. NoRRIs, 
JAMES II. NORRIS. 

  


