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To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, FRANCIS.M. SHAFER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Moab, in the county of Grand and State of 
Utah, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Dating-Stamps, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to hand stamps, 

particularly to the ordinary type of dating 
stamp in which are provided rubber belts 
disposed upon rollers, and has for its object 
the provision of a device which may be 
built into a stamp of this character or 
formed as an attachment thereto and where 
by the rollers upon which the rubber belts 
are disposed may be urged into such fric 
tional engagement with one another as to 
prevent any accidental movement of the 
rollers and consequently the rubber belts 
even though the belts become loose from use. 
An important object is the provision of a 

device of this character which will be ex 
tremely simple and inexpensive in manu 
facture, highly efficient and positive in ac 
tion, durable in service, and a distinct im 
provement in the art. 
With the above and other objects and ad 

vantages in view, the invention consists in 
the details of construction to be hereinafter 
more fully described and claimed, and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing in 
which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a dating 
stamp having my device applied thereto or 
incorporated therein, 

Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the device, the 
side plate of the frame being removed, and 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of my attach 
ment detached. 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, the letter. A designates an ordinary 
dating stamp of the type which includes a 
frame B from which extends a handle Cand 
within which is journaled a plurality of 
rollers D about which are trained rubber 
belts E having dating indicia thereon. It is 
well known that in the use of a stamp of this 
character it frequently occurs that the belts 
shift their positions and consequently cause 
the printing of an erroneous date owing to 
the free revolubility of the rollers upon their 
supporting shaft. It is with this objection 
in mind that the present invention has been 
designed. 
In carrying out my invention I provide a 

member 10 formed from a single piece of 

spring sheet steel which is cut and bent to 
provide a handle portion 11, an offset body 
portion 12, and a flange 13 formed on the 
body portion at its edge opposite the handle 
portion. This flange is triangular in shape, 
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that is its free edge is inclined with respect 
to the flat Surface of the body 12 so as to 
form in effect a wedge. The body portion 12 
is provided with a hole 14 for the passage of 
the shaft F upon which the rollers D are 
mounted, and is concaved, as shown. 

It is preferable that my device be installed 
upon the stamp during the assembly there 
of in its manufacture, and it will be ob 
Served that my device is disposed at one 
side of the frame B with the shaft pass 
ing through the hole 14. This holds my 
device firmly in position so that it cannot 
be separated from the stamp. Under ordi 
nary conditions, that is when it is desired 
to shift the rollers to change the date, my 
device is moved by grasping the handlepor 
tion 11 and moving it so that the flange 13 
will be out of engagement with the frame. 
The rollers D may then be moved freely 
upon the shaft F to change the date. After 
the date has been set it is merely necessary 
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that my device be SWung into the position . 
clearly shown in Fig. 2, whereupon the in 
clined edge of the flange 13 will engage 
against the adjacent side of the frame 
which will cause the body portion 12 to en 
gage the adjacent roller which will result 
in forcing all of the rollers into close en 
gagement with one another. The friction 
between the rollers will then prevent move 
ment thereof so that any accidental change 
in the date will be prevented. 
From the foregoing description and a 

study of the drawings it will be apparent 
that I have thus provided a device which 
will be highly efficient in use, which is 
readily operable, which is not likely to get 
out of order and which may be manufac 
tured and installed at very slight cost, upon 
any line dating stamp. 
While I have shown and described the 

preferred embodiment of my invention, it 
is of course to be understood that I reserve 
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the right to make such changes in form, con 
struction, and arrangement of parts as will 
not depart from the spirit of the invention 
or the scope of the subjoined claims. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim:- 
1. In combination with a dating stamp in 
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cluding a frame, a shaft extending through 
Said frame, a plurality of rollers independ 
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ently movable upon said shaft, and flexible 
belts trained about said rollers and a por 
tion of Said frame; a lock member disposed 
within said frame and pivoted upon said 
shaft, one end of said locking member being 
formed to project beyond one edge of the 
frame to serve as a handle, and the other 
end being formed as a wedge member en 
gageable with the adjacent side of the frame 
whereby to force said member into firm en 
gagement with the adjacent roller whereby 
to urge all of said rollers into frictional 
engagement. - 

2. In a dating stamp including a frame, 
a shaft extending transversely therethrough, 
a plurality of rollers revoluble upon said 
shaft, and flexible belts trained about said 
rollers; a lock device comprising a member 
formed from a single piece of resilient metal 
cut and bent to provide a body portion, an 
offset handle portion at one end of said body 
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portion, and a flange at the offset end of Said 
body portion, the free edge of said flange 
being inclined with respect to the flat Sur 
face of the body portion whereby to con 
stitute in effect a wedge, said member being 
disposed within said frame adjacent one 
side thereof, and said body portion being 
provided with a hole engaged upon Said 
shaft, movement of said member in one di 
rection resulting in engagement of said 
flange with the adjacent side of the frame, 
whereby said body portion will engage the 
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adjacent rollers and hold all of said rollers firmly together. 
3. In a dating stamp including a frame 

and a plurality of independently revoluble 
rollers therein, an attachment connected 
with the frame and movable whereby to 
gagement to 
thereof. - 

In testimony whereof I affix m signature. 
FRANCIS MARION SHAFER. 
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