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3 Claims.

My invention relates to improvements in decoy
anchors. It is particularly well adapted for use
in anchoring live water fowls, such as ducks,
which are used as decoys.

One of the objects of my invention is to pro-
vide a decoy anchor, which is simple, cheap, dur-
able, not likely to get out of order, which can be
readily applied to a fowl so-as to securely hold it
while permitting it to have freedom of movement
on the water.

In the accompanying drawing, which illus-
trates the preferred embodiment of my inven-
tion,

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of my improved an-

chor, shown applied to a duck.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged plan view of my improved
anchor looking at one side of the breast plate,
showing the body embracing cord attached in its
operative position to the breast plate.

Fig. 3 ig a view similar to Fig. 2, looking at
the opposite side of the breast plate, broken away,
and the anchoring cord omitted.

Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

1 designates a flat pliable breast plate of alu-
minum, brass or other suitable pliable material,
having at one end two transverse holes 2 in which
are respectively fastened two clips 3 provided at
the ends respectively of a flexible member, such
as a cord 4, which forms a loop adapted to en-
circle the neck of a live water fowl, such as a
duck 5, to be used as a decoy.

The breast plate 1 is provided adjacent to its
other end with a transverse hole 6 in which is
fastened a clip 7 provided at one end of a flexible
member, such as a cord 8.

The cord 8 is adapted to be passed around the
body, over the back and under the wings of the
decoy 5, as shown in Fig. 1, and its free end is
adapted to be passed through a hole 9 in the
plate 1, adjacent to the smaller end of a longi-
tudinal tapering slot 10 located in approximately
the middle of the plate 1. From the hole 9, the
cord 8 is passed through the slot 10 and thence
around one side edge of the plate 1 to the op-
posite side thereof, after which it is passed under
that portion of the cord 8 which extends between
the hole 6 and the slot 10.- The cord 8 is then
drawn tightly against the plate 1, thereby releas-
ably securely fastening the free end of the cord.

The relative diameter of the cord 8 and the
width of the smaller end of the slot 10 are such
that, when the cord 8 is drawn tightly toward
the smaller end of the slot, the cord will become
tightly wedged in the slot, thus assisting in the
secure fastening of the cord 8 to the plate 1.

(Cl. 119—118)

Swiveled in the plate 1, preferably adjacent to
the end thereof adjacent to the hole 6, is a pin 11
having in one end an eye 12 to which is adapted
to be fastened a flexible leading or anchoring
member comprising a cord 13, the other end of
which may be attached to a rock, stake or other
anchoring device, not shown, which may be pro-
vided in the ground under the water in which the
decoyis placed.

This pivotal connection between the anchor-
ing cord 13 and the plate 1 permits the decoy to
swim freely about in a natural manner without
its movements being hampered by the anchoring
device.

By passing the cord 8 under the wings of the
decoy and the loop cord 4 around the neck, the
decoy can not release itself from the anchor by
pulling in any direction.

The cords 4 and 8 constitute flexible means
comprising two loops which respectively encircle
the neck and the body of the decoy. Each of the
loops 4 and 8 serves the double function of fas-
tening the plate to the decoy and of holding the
other loop from being withdrawn from its opera-
tive position by the pulling thereon by the decoy.
By having the loop 8 adjustable as to length, the
loops may loosely engage the decoy to permit of
its free movement without discomfort while se-
curely holding it, which function could not be

effected with a single loop.

It will be obvious that the plate 1 may be dis-
posed on the back of the decoy or other animal
to which the anchor may be attached, instead
of against the breast, as shown, and the cord 13
may he used as a leading string, the parts being
otherwise, as shown in Fig. 1.

Modifications of my invention, within the scope
of the appended claims, may be made without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention.

What I claim is:—

1. An anchoring device for a live decoy com-
prising a plate applicable to the breast or back
of the decoy and having a tapering slot, a flex-
ible member adapted to embrace the decoy’s body
and attached at one end to said plate, insertible
through said slot and of a diameter such that it
can be wedged in said slot when drawn toward
the smaller end thereof, for releasably fasten-
ing the free end portion of said flexible member,
a second flexible member having its ends attached
to said plate and adapted to encircle the decoy’s
neck, and an anchoring member pivotally at-
tached to said plate.

2. An anchoring device for a live decoy com-
prising a plate applicable to the breast or back
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of the decoy and having a tapering slot and a hole
adjacent to said slot, a flexible member adapted
to embrace the decoy’s body and attached at one
end to said plate, insertible through said hole and
through said slot and under that portion of said
member which extends between said hole and
said slot, and of a diameter larger than the width
of the smaller end portion of said slot so as to be
wedged therein, a second flexible member at-
tached to said plate and forming a loop adapted
to encircle the decoy’s neck, and an anchoring
means attached to said plate.

3. An anchoring device for a live decoy com-
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prising a plate having a tapering slot and appli-
cable to the breast or back of the decoy, a flexible
member attached at one end to said plate
and adapted to encircle the decoy’s body
and insertible through said slot and having a
diameter greater than the smaller end portion of
said slot so as to be removably wedged therein, a
second flexible member attached to said plate
and forming a loop adapted to encircle the decoy’s
neck, and means on said plate adapted for at-
taching it to an anchoring means.

CHARLES E. FREEMAN.
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