April 6, 1948. J. A. BOUFFARD ET AL 2,438,895

CRAYON CONTAINER

Filed May 26, 1945

74
29, N7 9 /é
= 7/ Co
Jo--} ~_H p p/r
P 5
V] A
A 4 F . P
5. [ AN 9 2
] _/t/'/é 2 \ ﬂ . . ~
SO—Rp / ‘ / N < s
(;/“/7 AN - 9. ' A7
/ JIN 0 SN
' 1 R -' : ] Zﬂ \Za
‘ o4 ; \\\ I .
P o —e2 AN | ¥
23 AN ,
AN e N4
l ; N
| AN
' %
i\ AN
MR\’ ’
‘ /
| {4 71N
F\Y 4' j; —< AN - : " INVENTOR.
4 g | —<6 - ~Nown S. Gecemen ano
\ 4 d BY Yos£Py A, Bovrrrep

My pw W




Patented Apr. 6, 1948 |

2,438,895

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

Joseph A. Bouffard, Garden City, and John G.
Greemen, Detroit, Mich., assignors to Cecil B.

Gates, Detroit, Mich.

. Application May 26, 1945, Serial No. 596,022
(CL. 120—23)

5 Claims..
1

Our invention relates to a new and useful im-
provement. in a crayon container adapted for
holding crayons, pencils or similar elongated
bodies. :

At the present time i is customary to mer-
chandise crayons in. a box or similar container
in which the various colored crayons: are po-
sitioned. The user of the crayons is accorded
. access to all of the crayons at any time when
the container' or box is opened, with the result
that frequently. many  different colored erayons
are removed from the box at the same time so
that: they become lost or broken.  Alse, it is the
experience that when a: person has aceess to-a
number of crayons at one time a disorderly ar-

rangement results.becatse of the removal of many -

crayons from: the container at the same time:

It is an object of the invention to provide a
container of this class so arranged and con-
structed that a plurality of similar elongated bod-
ies may be positioned within the container and
individually removable from the container, but
in such a manner vhat when one of the crayons
or similar articles.is removed from the container;
no further removal of the articles may be effect-
ed until the one removed has been returned to
its proper position.in the contairer: ‘

It is: another .object of the present invention

to provide a container of this class having an

outer portion provided with compartments or

spaced in which crayons; pencils, or the like may
be individually positioned and from which they

may be'individually selected.

It is another object of the invention to-pro-
vide in a container: of this class an innér and
outer part relatively’ movable: so' that the indi-
vidual crayon or article: positioned in the con-
tainer may be selectively. and individually re-
moved.

It is another object of the invention to pro-
vide in a container of this class a; construection
having a relatively removable inner and outer
part.and provided with: means for preventing rel-
ative movement of this part when a crgyon or
article has been removed from the container,

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

It is. recognized that various modifications and
changes may be made in the details of structure
illustrated without departing from the invention
and it is intended- that such - variations and
changes may be encompassed:-within the scope

. of the claims which make a part hereof:

Forming. a. part of this specification are draw-
ings in which

Fig. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view -taken
on line {—I of Fig. 2.

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the invention.

Fig. 3-is a sectional view: taken on line . 3—3
of Fig, 2.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view: similar to Fig. 3
showing the parts in locked position.
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The invention comprises an outer shell or part
9 which may be made of any ‘suitable material,
but preferably from some transparent material;
such as plastic or the like. - This shell ‘or outer
housing 9 is provided with a- plurality of com-
partments 8 which open at one side into-the
interior It of the housing or shell 9. Inserted
into the bore i1 of the housing 9 is & core or
selector 12 which ig closed at one end by the cap
13 having the ribs 14 formed thereon... This cap
is- also provided with an outwardly projecting
flange 15 which overlies the compartments 19
and serves as a cover or. closure therefor. The
core 12 is bulged inwardly on one:side as at 16
to-provide the space or -housing 1T closed at its
upper end by the. partition 18 -and at its lower
end by the end wall 19.  Positioned in this hous-
ing is a locking rib or finger 20 having the spheri-
cal portion 21 formed at its lower end and pro-
vided with a transversely extended rib 22 inter-
mediate its ends. -Projected into a finger 23 is
the annularly turned end 24 of a spring 25 which
bears against the inner face of the bottom. of
the housing 1T. This finger rests on- its lower
end on the wall 18 so that the finger is free to
rock.  The spring normally tends to. rock:the
finger 20 radially outwardly at its upper end. .

Formed on the inner face of the outer hous-
ing 8 adjustment, the lower end thereof is an
annular shoulder 26 against which bears a split
finger ring 27 which engages in a- peripheral
groove 28 formed in the core or inner member
12, This spring serves to retain the flange 15
in engagement with the upper edge of the outer
heusing 8 while permitting rotation of the:core

t 12 relatively to the outer housing 8. :

Formed in the flange 15 is an inwardly direct-
ed recess or notch 28 which, when the member
12 is rotated relatively to the member 9, may be
brought suecessively into registration with - the

- compartments 10.
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In the use of the device; the members 9.and. 12
would be rotated and each time the -recess 28
registers with one of the compartments (8; the
crayon 30 or pencil or the like could be deposited
in.the compartment 10. As this crayon:or pencil
or the like is moved downwardly in-the coms=
partment 10 it will engage and rock radially in-
wardly the finger 28 so that.the finger 20 will
clear the inner face:.of the bore {I. When-all

“of the compartments have been filled with g

crayon or the like, the user may by rotating the
member. 12 relatively to the outer housing 9 bring-
the noteh- 29 into - registration with: the desired
compartment 10 whereupon the crayon may be
dropped or shaken out ¢f compartment (8.
Before the crayon. 38 is moved out of the com-:
partment 10 the locking finger 28 would be in
the position shown'in: Fig. 3. When the crayon’
or member 30. is removed from theé compartment
10 the:locking finger 28 would move radiglly:out=:
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wardly into the position shown in Fig. 4 so as
to serve as an abutment for preventing relative
rotation of the housing 9 and the core i2. Con-
sequently, in order to obtain access to an article
30 in any of the other compartments 10 it would
be necessary to restore the removed article so

that the finger 20 may be moved, to unlockmg po-

sition.

gageable with an article placed in the compart-
ment and moved by said article into non-locking
position.

4. A device of the class described, comprising:
a pair of members concentrically arranged and
one positioned within the other and relatively
rotatable to each other one of said members hav-

" “ing a plurality of axially directed circumferen-

In this way we have prov1ded a simple, economi- ‘

cal and compact structure which will serve as a
container and be productive of the results and
advantages referred to herein, as well as others
which may presently not be apparent.

What we claim as new is:

1. A device of the class described for recep-
tion of elongated bodies comprising: an outer
shell having a central bore and provided with a
plurality of circumferentially spaced apart com-
partments, opening at one side into the bore;
a core rotatably mounted in said bore and pro-
jecting at one end beyond the end of said bore;
a peripheral flange upon the projecting end of
sald core, overlying and covering the ends of said
compartments, said core being rotatable rela-
tively to said shell and having a notch formed
in said flange adapted for successive registra~
tion with said compartments upon relative rota-
tion of said shell and said bore.

2. A device of the class described for recep-
tion of elongated bodies comprising: an outer
shell having g central bore and provided with
a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart com-
partments, opening at one side into the bore and
each adapted for reception of an elongated body
such as a pencil, crayon or the like; a core ro-
tatably mounted in said bore and projecting at
one end beyond the end of said bore; a periph-
eral flange upon the projecting end of said core,
overlying and covering the ends of said compart-
ments, said core being rotatable relatively to said
shell and having a notch formed in said flange
adapted for successive registration with said
compartments upon relative rotation of said shell
and said core for passage of a body into and out
of the compartment registered with; and radially
movable means carried by said core projectable
into an empty compartment for preventing rela-
tive rotation of said shell and said bore and mov-

able out of preventing position upon insertion of -

a body into the compartment.

3. A device of the class described, comprising
an outer shell having a top and a bottom end
and provided with an axially directed central
bore; a plurality of circumferentially spaced
apart, axially directed compartments on said shell
open at the top ends thereof and opening lat-
erally into said bore and each adapted for re-
ception of an elongated article; a core rotatably
mounted in said bore and projecting beyond the
top end of said shell; a flange on said core over-
lying the top end of said shell and forming a clo-
sure for the open ends of said compartments, said
flange having a notch formed therein adapted,
upon relative rotation of said shell and said core,
for successive registration with said compart-
ments for passage of an article into and out of
the compartment registered with a locking mem-
ber carried by said core and movable into regis-
tration, successively, with a lateral opening in
sald compartments and projectable into the com-
partment, upon removal of the article therefrom,
for preventing relative rotation of said core and
the said-shell; and spring means for normally
urging said locking member outwardly into g
compartment, -said locking member being en-
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tially spaced apart compartments formed there-
in opening at one side and the other of said mem-
bers serving as a closure for said open side, said
compartments extending to the end of the mem-
ber In which formed and open at said end; and
a closure for said open end carried by the other
of said members and _having a notch formed
therein adapted for successively registering with
the compartment upon relative rotation of said
members, each of said compartments being adapt-
ed for reception of an elongated article; and
spring actuated means carried by said other mem-
ber and movable into one of said compartments,
upon removal of the article therefrom, for pre-

-venting relative rotation of said members and

.. retaining such compartment in registration with
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said notch, said preventing member being mov-
able, through engagement with an article placed
in the compartment, out of position in said com-
partment and leaving said members free for rela-
tive rotation.

5. A device of the class described, compris-=
ing: a. pair of members concentrically arranged
and one positioned within the other and rela-
tively rotatable to each other one of said mem-
bers having & plurality of axially directed cir-
cumferentially spaced apart compartments
formed therein opening at one side and the other
of said members serving as a closure for said open
side, said compartments extending to the end of
the member in which formed and open at said
end; and a closure for said open end carried by
the other of said members and having a notch
formed therein adapted for successively register-
ing with the compartment upon relative rotation
of said members, each of said compartments be-
ing adapted for reception of an elongated ar-
ticle; and spring actuated means carried by said
other member and movable into one of said com-
partments, upon removal of the article therefrom,
for preventing relative rotation of said members
and retaining such compartment in registration
with said notch, said preventing member being
movable, through engagement Wwith an article
placed in the compartment, out of position in
said compartment and leaving said members free
for relative rotation; and means for preventing
relative gxial movement of said members.

JOSEPH A. BOUFFARD.
JOHN G. GREEMEN.
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