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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Groree Frank E.
PEARSALL, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at the borough of Brooklyn, in the city
of New York, county of Kings, and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Borders for Pic-
tures, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

My invention has relation to borders for
pictures, especially photographs, lithographs

and prints, but it 1s applicable in connection

with other pictures of artistic value.

Heretofore borders for pictures have been
employed in flat or other forms and in vari-
ous single tones but with no proper relation
to the tones in the picture, forming only a
line of demarcation between the picture and
its mat, but not otherwise serving to alter the
general appearance or effect.

The object of my invention is to produce a
border for the picture which shall be simple
and easy to make and apply and which shall
enhance the appearance of the picture, not
only as an artistic whole but in reference to
the details or features, making the latter and
the whole to appear prominent by reason of
abrupt but pleasing contrasts, and to “stand
out’”, as it Is said.

To accomplish all of the above named ob-
jects and to secure other and further advan-
tages in the matters of construction, appli-
cation and purpose or effect, my invention
involves the formation of the border from a
portion of the picture itself and of the mate-
rial on which the latter is produced and the
application of the border so formed in a re-
versed position with respect to the lights and
shades, as will be hereinafter more fully ex-
plained and then pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a front
view of a picture mounted upon a mat and
supplied with a border constructed and ar-
ranged after the manner of my invention.
Fig. 2 is a front view of the picture alone, the
dotted. line indicating the line along which
the picture may be cut to separate the border
therefrom. Fig. 3 is a front view of the
border after it has been separated from the
picture. :

In all these figures like letters of reference
wherever thev occur. indicate corresponding
parts

A represents any picture to be bordered
and mounted. This may be of any kind as
before indicated, but it should be understood
that the greater the value of the picture as
an artistic production the better will be the
effect of the improved border thereon.  The
details of the picture are of no consequence
in this connection. It is well understood
that the greater the contrast between the
lightest light and the deepest dark, the more
prominent the picture will appear.

Taking a picture of oval form, as indicated
in Fig. 2, I cut therefrom a comparatively
narrow border, represented at B, and I apply
this around the central part of the picture,
but upside down with respect thereto as in-
dicated at Fig. 1. The light -and shade
the border thus cut correspond in position
accurately with the light and shade of the
picture, and hy reversing the border upon the
picture the deepest dark of the border is
brought into juxtaposition with the lightest
light of the picture, and the lightest light
with the deepest dark. Thus the border is
made to afford an abrupt but pleasing con-
trast all around the bordered picture, and
the effect of this is to make the picture promi-
nent as a whole and in its several details.

The bordered picture is intended to be
mounted on any form of mat, as C, for the
usual purposes. One of the advantages of
the invention is that any mat which will har-
monize with the picture must also harmon-
ize with the border, which is seldom possible
with the borders as heretofore constructed.
With the improved border there is no neces-
sity of selecting any particular color or any
location of the colored parts to harmonize
with the colors of the picture, for these fea-
tures are, as it were, mechanically and accu-
rately adjusted in reference to each particu-
lar picture. The height of contrast between
the border and the picture is most apparent
in cases in which the picture involves but
two tones. The arrangement of the masses
of light and dark in a picture is now called
the “‘notan’’, but sometimes the ‘‘spotting’’;
and we have pictures of which the notan is of
two tones, or of three, or even more tones.
The application of the invention is equally
beneficial in either of these cases, for, by re-
versing the border, which has the same notan
as the picture, the highest light and the deep-
est dark of the one, as also the intermediate
tones, are suitably and artistically contrasted
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and arranged. The border may of course be
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of any desired width, but if made too wide
it would of course detract from the artistic
appearance of the whole as a bordered pic-
ture, the eye then seizing the notan of the
border rather than that of the picture itself.

It will be apparent from the foregoing ex-
planations that the invention is especially
applicable in connection with photo-portraits.

It is not necessary that the picture and its
border should be of oval form, though that
form has been selected for illustration in the
drawings. They may be of circular or other
symmetrical form, it being only necessary
that the notan of the border may be reversed
with respect to that of the picture.

Having thus fully described my invention
what I claim as new herein and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is:—

1. The combination of a picture and a
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border therefor, the said border having the
same tones and notan as said picture and ap-
plied around the latter with its light portion
and dark portion reversed relatively thereto.

2. The combination of a picture, a border
therefor, and a mat, the said border having
the same tones and notan as said picture and
applied around the latter with its light por-
tion and dark portion reversed relatively
thereto, said picture and border being mount-
ed on said mat.

In testimony that I claim the invention
above set forth I affix my signature, in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

G. FRANK E. PEARSALL.

Witnesses:
. J. GREEXNE,
CHARLES R. SEARLE.
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