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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ELLIOTT G. THORP, OF BOSTON, MASSACEIUSETTS. 

SCRA PBO OK 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 278,202, dated May 22, 1883. 
Application filed January11, 1883. 

To alluvhom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ELLIOTT G. THORP, of 

- Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Scrap-Books, ofwhich 
the followingis a fall, clear, and exact descrip 
tion. 

In scrap-books and files for letters, bills, &c., 
as also other books for similar purposes, while 
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the back should be filled out and made firm, 
there should be also a space left between the 
leaves of the book sufficient for scraps or sheets 
of paper to be disposed between them, and, if 
desired, also attached to them. 
Thisinvention relates tosecuring the results 

above stated ; and to that end it consists of a 
scrap or file orother similarbookhaving leaves 
separately provided at the back edge with at 
least two, but preferably three ormore, par 
allel reverse folds, either integral with the 
leaves or attached thereto in substance, so as 
to be continuous therewith, and the leaves at 
said folds interlocked or connected with each 
other, and secured together and to aback-bind 
ing, if so desired, all substantially as herein 
after described, whereby the leaves making the 

i bodk at their back edges are filled out and 
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made firm, and at the same time a sufficient 
space left between more or less of the leaves 
for the reception of the scraps or sheets of pa 
per in connection with which the book is to be 
used. 

In the accompanying plate of drawings, Fig 
ure 1 is a perspective view of a leaf having 
parallel reverse folds at its back edge in ac 
cordance with this invention, which folds are 
shown as partially opened out. Figs. 2 and 3 
are transverse vertical sectional views of a se 
ries of folded leaves from their back to their 
front edges arranged together in accordance 
with this invention, but forbetter illustration 
shown as opened out and eXaggerated as to 
their edges or thickness of fold. Fig. 4 is a 
transverse sectional view of a book from back 
to front, having its leaves folded and such 
leaves arranged together asparticularly shown 
in Fig. 2. In Fig. 5 is shown a similar sec 

I tional view to Fig. 2, but with one less fold of 
the leaf, as will be hereinafterfully explained. 
Fig. 6 shows leaves folded as in Fig. 5, butar 
ranged together as shown in Fig. 3. 

(No model.) 

In the dra Wings, A represents the covers, 
and B the back-binding, of a boolk composed 
of a series of leaves, C. - Each leaf C, Figs. 1 
to 4, inclusive, has at its back edge three par 
allel reverse folds, (marked d, f, and g, respect 
ively,) and each fold is of equal width, and the 
folds are all'integral with the body h of their 
leaf. The folds for each leaf may be made sep 
arate and attached to each leaf separately, 
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making in substance a continuance of such 
leaf. The leaves C, having folds d, f, and g, 
are placed (see Figs. 2 and 4) with the partl 
of the body of eacl leaf the nearer to the fold 
d, and the fold d within and between the folds 
fand g of the preceding leaf, and the several 
folds and leaves, being thus secured and bound 
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together, bave between the first two contiguoüs 
leaves, at the back edges thereof the thickness 
of the two folds dand f, and between the third 
and fourth leaves, and so on to the last leaf, 
the thickness of three folds, to wit.: two folds, 
d and f, of the first leaf in the order of num 
ber of each pair of leaves, and the fold g of the 
leati precediug the first leaf in said order of 
numbers. 
described are bound together at the back and 
to, a back-binding, B, in any of the well-known 
modes, and when so bound, as is plain to be 
seen, while the backis filled out and made firm, 
there is left between any two contiguous leaves 
of the book after the first in order of the book 
a space, , (see Fig. 4,) equal in substance to 
three thicknesses of a leaf, said three thick 
nesses being made up in one of its three parts 
by the fold g of one of said contiguous leaves, 
and in the other two of its three parts by the 
two folds dif of the other of said contiguous 
leaves. These spaces n, left, as aforesaid, be 
tween the several leaves, afford opportunity, 
as is evident, for the insertion ofletters, bills, 
or paper scraps, &c., between the leaves, and 
which may or may not be attached to either 
of the adjoining leaves. i 

In the disposition shown in Fig. 3 the leaves 
are folded, and their folds of the several leaves 
are placed together in substantially a similar 
manner to that shown in Figs. 2 and 4, and 
which has been particularly described, but with 
this difference, that the leaves come together 
in pairs, and after the first leafand between the 
surface of the second leaf of each succeeding 

Folded leaves disposed as above 
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pair of leaves having the folds of each situ 

leaves having the folds of the one leaf placed in 

2 

pair, which is contiguous to the surface of the 
first leaf of the next pair, there is at the back 
edges of such leaves of the two adjoining pairs 
six extra thicknesses of paper, made up in each 
instance in four of its thicknesses of the folds d 
and fof the first of the two pairs of leaves hav 
ing contiguoussurfaces, as stated, and in the re 
maining two ofits thicknesses of the foldsgg 
of the pair of leaves directly preceding the 
said first pair of said two pairs of leaves. In 
other words, this disposition of the leaves con 
sists in placing the corresponding folds of two 
leaves within each other, and then placing such 
at ed in relation to the other within andl be 
tween the foldsf and g of another pair of 
the corresponding fold of the otherleaf, as has 
beel described. 

Each leaf, in accordance with the foregoing 
description, has three folds-to wit, folds d,f, 
and g-at its back edge; but the fold g may 
be dispensed witl), and the leaves, with their 
folds dand f, arranged as is shown in Fig. 5, 
which is in accordance With tbe arrangement 
of the folds of the leaves shown in Fig. 2, ex 
cept with the fold g out, or as shown in Fig. 
6, which is in accordance with the arrangement 
of the folds of the leaves shown in Fig. 3, with 
the same fold, g, out, as above stated. 

In dispensing with the one fold g of the 
leaves it is plain a substantially similar result 
is obtained; but, as is obvious, in such case 
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greater care would be required to arrange the 
leaves together than would be the case were 
the leaves provided with the fold g, and there 
fore, in view of this, it is not intended to limit 
this invention to three folds of the leaves, al 
though such number is preferable to anylesser 
number, and also to a greater, for apparent 
ed, SOS. 
The widths of the leaf-folds can be varied to 

suit different thicknesses of paper used for the 
leaves, and to have their back edges even, for 
their better binding or being secured in the 
COVe'S. 
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Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
lS 

1. In a scrap-book, leaves having their back 
edges folded reversely, and by such folds in 
terlocked with each other and secured, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose specified. 

2. In a scrap-book, leaves having their back 
edges folded reversely, and by such folds in 
terlocked with each other and secured to the 
back-binding, substantially as and for the pur 
pose specified. 

In testimony Whereof I lave hereunto set 
my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

ELLIOTT (G. THOREP. 
VVitnesses: 

EDWIN W. BRowN, 
WM. S. BELLows, 

  

  


