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1
' COSMETIC STICK HOLDER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION -

The present invention relates to holders for sticks of
wearable material, and particularly to holders for sticks
of wearable cosmetic material, such as sticks of eye
shadow and lipstick.

BACKGROUND OF THE lNVENTION

Holders for sticks of wearable material, such as sticks
of cosmetic material and the like, are of course quite
well known and the art relative thereto is quite
crowded. The present invention is particularly con-
cerned with such holders in which removal of the cover

places the cosmetic material, such as lipstick, in a

desired operating position. In this regard, it is well
known to provide holders which have covers that posi-
tion the cosmetic sticks in desired closed positions
when the covers are moved to their fully closed posi-
tions and that position the cosmetic sticks in fully ex-
posed positions when the covers are moved to their
fully opened positions. Examples of such prior art in-
clude U.S. Pat. Nos. 1,734,116; 1,794,385; 1,976,252
and 2,609,093.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
holder for a stick of wearable material which functions
to position the end of the stick of wearable material ata
desired exposed position whenever the cover is fully
rémoved. The aforesaid desired exposed position is in-
dependent of the length of the stick of wearable materi-
al except when such length is not sufficient for the end
of the stick to reach such desired exposed position.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention particularly resides in. the
provision of a holder for a stick of wearable material
which holder comprises positioning means for position-
ing the operable end of the stick at a desired position
above the receptacle for the stick whenever the recep-
tacle cover is fully removed. The positioning means
generally comprises means cooperating with the cover
to move the stick with the cover as it is opened. and

“means responsive to the movement of the stick to its
desired position to prevent further movement of the
stick.

The preferred embodiment of the invention, which is
described in detail hereinafter, generally comprises a
support assembly for the stick which includes a spring
member ‘adapted to fnctlonally engage the cover. A
positioning member is disposed in the path of the stick
so that the end of the stick strikes the positioning
member when it has reached its desired exposed posi-
tion relative to the receptacle for the stick. Upon such
engagement, the spring member is released from the
cover and functions to hold the stick in its desired ex-
posed position during use. Final removal of the cover
results in removal of the positioning member from en-
gagement with the stick.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a lipstick holder
without the cover which has been constructed in ac-
cordance with the preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a different side elevational view of the lip-
stick holder of FIG. 1 with the cover removed;
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FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional side elevational view of the
lipstick holder of FIG. 1 with the cover in the fully
closed posmon

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the lipstick holder
of FIG. 3 taken along the lines 4—4 of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 5 is a side elevational cross-sectional view of a
second embodiment of a positioning member in_ac-
cordance with the present invention. :

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The present invention is capable of wide application
in that it generally relates to an improved holder fora
stick of wearable material, particularly cosmetic
material, such as eye shadow and lipstick. However, for
the purpose of fully explaining the invention, the
present description is directed to a preferred embodi-

ment of the invention which is embodied in a llpstlck -

holder. It is to be understood that this description is in-
tended to be by way of example only and not as a
limitation to the scope of the invention.

Referring now to FIGS. 1 through 4 of the drawings,
there is shown a lipstick holder in-accordance. with the
preferred embodiment of the invention which generally
comprises a stick 10 of lipstick, a stick support -as-
sembly 12 upon which the stick 10 is mounted at one
end, a receptacle 14 which movably receives the stick
10 and stick support assembly 12, and .a cover 16
adapted to matingly cooperate with receptacle 14 to
seal the open end 18 of receptacle 14 when the cover -
16 is in its fully closed position shown in FIG. 3. '

The aforesaid general features are of course well
known. The present invention generally resides in the
provision of means for automatically positioning the
end 19 of the stick 10 at a predetermined position rela-
tive to receptacle 14 each time that the cover 16 is fully
removed from receptacle 14. This predetermmed pos1-
tion is shown in FIGS. 1-and 2.

Stick support assembly 12 comprises a disc-shaped
support platform 24 which has an upstanding support
rim 26 that is in gripping engagement with one end of
stick' 10. Spring member 20 is welded by weld 28 to
support platform 24. Spring member 20 comprises
spring arms 30 and 32 and is so constructed that, in its
normal position; spring arms 30 and 32 extend out-
wardly through slots 34 and 36 in a wall 37 of recepta-
cle 14. This position of spring arms 30 and 32 is shown
in FIG. 2. The edges of the arms 30 and-32 are saw-
toothed to provide a positive means for gripping them if
one desires to move stick 10 manually as will be more
fully explained hereinafter. However, this is usually
only done when the stick 10 has been worn down so
much that its end 19 does not protrude sufficiently out
of the open end 18 of receptacle 14 for applymg lip-
stick.” '

Receptacle 14 comprises a cylmdrlcally shaped elon—
gated member 38 defined by wall 37. It will be ap-
preciated that elongated member 38 need not be cylin-
drical in cross-section but can assume any cross-section
desired for aesthetic reasons, marketing, etc. Thus, the
cross-section could be square, hexagonal, elliptical,
etc. Cylindrical member 38 is fixedly received within a
base member 40. It will be appreciated that cylindrical

" _member 38 and base member 40 could be formed from

a single piece of material and thus be entirely integral.
It is to be further noted that though base member 40



3,708,236

3
has a greater diameter than the outside diameter of
cylindrical member 38, these diameters could be equal
if desired.

Slots 34 and 36 in wall 37 terminate at positions 42
and 44, respectively, disposed substantially adjacent
open end 18. Slots 34 and 36 terminate at their other
ends at positions 46 and 48, respectlvely, disposed

- within base member 40; Sprmg arms 30 and 32 aré of
such a width relative to slots 34 and 36 that they may
readily extend through the slots. In fact, a portion of
each of the spring arms is always disposed within the
slots which thereby guide movement of the spring arms
and thus movement of stick 10.

Spring member 20 includes a relatively wide top por-
tion 50 which is substantially planar when the cover 16
is removed and the spring arms 30 and 32 protrude out-
side of slots 34 and 36. At such times, curved edges 52
and 54 of top portlon 50 engage wall 37 to frictionally

hold stick 10 in a relatively fixed position relative to 20

elongated cylinder 38. This position is “relatively fix-
ed” in that stick 10 will only move when the frictional

forces developed by the spring edges 52 and 54 in en-

gaging the wall 37 is overcome. Generally, spring
member 20 is so constructed that the frictional forces
are not overcome when stick 10 is used in the ‘usual
manner.

Cover 16 includes a cylindrical member 60 adapted
to matingly receive elongated cylindrical member 38.

" Cylindrical member 60 is fixedly connected to an end

- member 62. It will be appreciated that end member 62
and cylindrical member 60 could be formed from the
same piece of material and thus be integral. Further-
more, the end member 62 could be flush with the end
of cylindrical member 60 rather than extending beyond
and around the end of cylindrical member 60 as in the
presently illustrated and preferred embodiment.

A cap-shaped positioning member 64 is slidably
disposed within cylindrical member 60. Positioning
member 64 comprises a cylindrically shaped body por-
tion 65 which terminates in an end or cap portion 66.
Positioning: member 64 is confined within cylindrical
member ‘60 by a thickened portion 68 of cylindrical
member 60 which prevents positioning member 64
from coming out of cylindrical member 60.

It will be appreciated that positioning member 64 has
outside dimensions such that it can freely slide within
cover 16 while substantially maintaining a predeter-
mined orientation relative to cylindrical member 60.
Positioning member 64 can be inserted into cylindrical
member 60 by putting it in its desired position before

connecting end member 62 to cylindrical member 60.

If cover 16 is made from a single piece. of material,
other well known means such as, for example, initially
contracting and then expanding positioning member 64
may be employed. Such methods of insertion would de-
pend upon the materials from - which positioning
member.64 and cover 16 are constructed.

The portion 66 of elongated member 38 of recepta-
cle 14 disposed adjacent the open end 18 is beveled so
that the body portion 65 of posmonmg member 64
readily passes around and over cylmdrlcal member 38
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_ ‘OPERATION

When one purchases alipstick -constructed in ac-
cordance with the teachings of the present invention,
the cover 16 is in the closed position shown in FIG. 3.
To use the llpstlck cover 16 must be fully Temoved. As. :
the cover 16 is pulled off of receptacle 14, stick 10
moves substantially at the same rate and in the same
direction as cover:16.: This is due to the engagement of
the spring arms 30 and 32 with the thickened portion
68 of cylindrical member 60. When the ‘end 19 of stick
10 engages the end 66 of positioning member 64, cylin-
drical member 60 continues to move away from base
member 40 and moves over and out of engagement
with spring arms 34 and 36. When' this ‘occurs, the
spring arms spring to the positions shown in FIG. 2 so
that the curved edges 52 and 54 engage the inner wall .
of cylindrical member 38 to hold stick 10 in a relatively -
fixed position relative to member 38.

Continued opening movement of cover 16 results in
engagement of thickened portion 68 with positioning
member 64 which forces positioning member 64 off of
cylmdncal member 38. The lipstick without the’ cover
16 is now in the condition illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2.
In fact, the position of end 19 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 °
will always be assumed until stick 10 has been worn-
down so much that the thickened portion 68 of cylin-
drical member 60 engages positioning member 64 prior.
to the engagement of positioning member 64 with end
19 of stick 10. At such times, stick 10 may not be ex-

~ posed sufficiently to be easily used. It can be more fully

exposed by pressing the spring arms 30 .and 32

. manually inwards of slots 34 and 36 to release the fric-

tional engagement of curved edges 52.and 54 and,

while. holding the arm members in such compressed -
condition, moving them toward the open end 18. In

fact, if desired, the lipstick can be held in position when

being applled by holding the lipstick in such a manner

that the user’s fingers grip the saw-toothed edges of

spring arms 30 and 32.

After the lipstick has been:used, cover 16 is posn-
tioned in ‘telescoping relationship to " cylindricat
member 38. As it-is moved towards its fully closed posi-
tion, the end 72 of cylindrical member.60 engages
spring arms 30 and 32 forcing the spring arms toward
base member 40. This causes the stick. 10 to move
towards its closed position shown in FIG. 3. When
cover 16 reaches its almost fully closed position, two
things happen. The first is that the spring arms 30 and
32 engage base portion 40 so that they can move no.
further and the enlarged portion 68 then moves over
the spring arms bending top portion 50 so that the
curved edges 52 and 54 no longer engage cylindrical.
member 38 and the spring arms. frictionally’ engage
thickened portion 68. The second thing to occur is that
positioning member 64 moves over the beveled portion

.67 of cylindrical member 38. When the cover member

60

. when the cover 16 is in its fully closed posmon shown

m FIG.3.

" The presently preferred embodiment of ‘the inven-
tion has all metal parts. However, other materials, such
as plastic materials, could of course be used.

65

is then moved to its fully closed position, positioning .
member 64 is forced into relatlvely tight engagemem
with cylindrical member 38.

The relationship between the forces created by en-
gagement of the spring arms with thicken portion 68
and the forces created by engagement of positioning
member 64 with cylindrical member 38 is important,
and, in fact, critical to the proper functioning of the
presently preferred embodiment. It has been found that
the construction, design, material, etc.,.of the spring
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member 20 and positioning member 64 can be deter-
mined by trial and error. The requirements are such
that the spring member 20 engage the cover 16 with
sufficient force to follow movement of the cover. This
force has proven to be quite small because the entire
stick support assembly 12 and stick 10 are relatively
light. This force must, in addition, be such that stick 10
- will not be moved when in normal use which is when
- the curved edges 52 and 54 are in engagement with
cylindrical member 38. .

The forces developed due to the engagement of posi-
tioning member 64 with cylindrical member 38 must be
such that the engagement of the end 19 of stick 10 with
positioning member 64 results in release of spring
member 20 from cover 16. It will be appreciated that
only this amount of force is applied to the end 19 since
once the spring member 20 has been disengaged, there
is no force tending to move stick 10 into engagement
with the positioning member. Thus, this force has not
proven to be substantial and will not adversely affect
the shape of stick 10 if it comprises material of a rela-
tively firm consistency. If the lipstick is of a relatively
poor consistency, positioning member 64 may be pro-
vided with an interior shape which will result in shaping
stick 10 whenever it engages the positioning member.
Such a specially shaped positioning member is shown in
FIG. 5.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a second embodiment of a
positioning member 80 is shown in cross-section. Posi-
tioning member 80 is cylindrically shaped and has an
inner curved surface 82 adapted to shape the end of a
stick of wearable material when brought into engage-
ment with such end. Positioning member 80 further
comprises a flange-like portion 84 adapted to mate
with and frictionally engage the top of cylindrical
member 38. A step portion 86 connects the curved sur-
face 82 to flange-like portion 84.

The inner surface of cylindrical member 38 may be
provided with serrations adapted to engage the spring
arms which bend top portion 50 to aid in preventing the
lipstick from being pushed back into the chamber of
member 38 during use of the holder.

While the principles of the invention have been
described in connection with specific apparatus, it is to
be clearly understood that the description is made only
by way of example and is not intended as a limitation to
the scope of the invention as set forth in the accom-
panying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A holder wherein said cooperating means com-
prises a spring member attached to said support means
and at least one longitudinal slot in said receptacle, a
portion of said spring member being positioned within
said slot and adapted to extend therethrough into en-
gagement with said cover so that said support means
moves with said cover until the engagement of said
spring member with said cover is released, support
means for mounting of one end of a stick of wearable
material thereon, receptacle means including a recep-
tacle having an opening thereto and means movably
mounting said support means within said receptacle for
movement between a closed position in which a stick
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supported thereon by its said one end is substantially
disposed within said receptacle and an open position in

which the other end of the stick protrudes throuéh said
opening and outside of said receptacle, a cover adapted

to mate with said receptacle to seal said opening hold-
ing said support means in its closed position for moving
said support means to said stick towards said open posi- -
tion as said cover is removed from said receptacle,
cooperating means operatively associated with said
support means and adapted to slide in said cover to in-
hibit said support means from moving said other end of
said stick beyond a predetermined amount outside of
said receptacle relative to said opening when said cover
is removed, a holder wherein said receptacle comprises
an elongated member and said opening thereto com-
prises an open end thereof, said cover comiprises an
elongated member open at one end and adapted to
telescopingly receive said receptacle, said cooperating
means comprises a positioning member movably
mounted within said cover and adapted to mate with
and frictionally engage said open end of said receptacle
when said cover is moved to its closed position, and
said cover further comprises disengaging means for
moving said positioning member out of engagement
with said receptacle when said cover is moved to its
open position. ) '

2. A holder according to claim 1, wherein said spring
member comprises a pair of spring arms disposed in
substantially planar relationship, and said receptacle
comprises a pair of opposed slots through which said
spring arms extend respectively.

3. A holder according to claim 2, wherein said disen-
gaging means comprises an annular abutment disposed
within said cover and positioned to be engaged by said
spring arms when said cover is in its closed position,
and said spring arms are adapted to engage said abut-
ment with such force that the support assembly and
stick move with said cover until said other end of said
stick engages said positioning member, and the posi-
tioning member is so constructed that the forces
developed by the engagement of said positioning
member with said receptacle open end are such that
the engaging force between the spring arms and said
cover are overcome when said positioning member is
engaged by said other end of said stick whereby said
spring arms are released from said cover and said stick
no longer tends to move with said cover.

4. A holder according to claim 3, wherein said spring
member comprises an engaging portion fixedly at-
tached to said spring arms and adapted to move into
engaging relationship with said receptacle when said
spring arms move outside of said slots to thereby hold
said stick in a relatively fixed position relative to said
receptacle and to be flexed by said spring arms to a
non-engaging position with respect to said receptacle
when said spring arms are in contact with said abut-
ment. :

5. A holder according to claim 4, wherein said posi-
tioning member is so constructed that the portion
thereof engaged by said other end of said stick tends to
cause said other end to assume a desired shape.
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