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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JAMES A PERRY, citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Bid 
well, in the county of Wapello and State of 
Iowa, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Train-Order Holders, of 
which the following is a specification. 

In the operation of railroad trains, it is 
well known that train order messages and 
the like are given to running trains by the 
telegraph operators who usually hold the 
train order, message, clearance and permis 
sion card or the like, in their fingers or Se 
cured to a hoop which is held out by the 
operator, a member of the crew of the pass 
ing train reaching out and slipping his arm. 
through the hoop or grasping the order from 
the operator as the train travels by. On 
some systems, a hook is swung out from the 
caboose, for instance, to engage the hoop. 
It is manifest that the practice above out 
lined has serious disadvantages. For exam 
ple, the operator is required to stand close 
to the passing and rapidly moving train and 
is therefore in a position of danger and the 
operation is furthermore insecure, as many 
of the hoops are dropped and the trainman 
for various other reasons fails to obtain the 
message. 
My present invention has for its primary 

object an improved train order holder which 
will avoid the disadvantages above men 
tioned, and which, more specifically consid 
ered, will avoid the necessity of the tele 
graph operator standing close to the track 
and also avoid the necessity of using me 
chanical hoop catching appliances on any 
portion of the moving train, the invention 
consisting in a relatively stationary stand 
ard or post, of novel and useful formation 
and construction and arrangement of parts 
that I shall hereinafter fully describe and 
claim. 
The invention also consists in a device of 

this character which embodies an improved 
construction of hoop holding device which 
is permitted to swing in either direction and 
which will securely hold the hoop and at the 
same time permit it to be freely detached by 
the trainman assigned to such operation. 
The invention also consists in a device of 

this character embodying an improved con 
struction and arrangement of lantern hold 
ing device and screen, whereby the light may 
be thrown advantageously on the hoop to 
which the message is attached, while at the 

same time the trainman's eyes are shielded 
directly from the white light of the lantern, 
and the operation of detaching the hoop is 
thereby rendered an easy one, the lantern 
holding device being also arranged so that 
it may be placed at either side of the screen, 
according to the direction from which the 
train is approaching. And the invention 
further consists in certain constructions and 
arrangements of the parts which will be 
hereinafter described and the novel features 
thereof particularly pointed out in the 
claims. 
For a full understanding of the invention, 

reference is to be had to the following de 
Scription and accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1, is a perspective view of my im 
proved train order holder, showing one ap 
plication thereof; Fig. 2 is a front elevation 
of the device, the lower part of the post or 
standard being broken away; Fig. 3 is a 
top plan view; and, Fig. 4 is an enlarged 
detail view of a portion of the hoop holding 
device. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 
My improved train order holder embodies 

a post or standard 1, which may be of any 
desired construction or design and of any 
desired height, according to the height of 
the platform or the like upon which it rests, 
it being, of course, understood that the 
height of the post will be proportioned to 
the relative height of the train platform or 
bumper upon which the trainman stands to 
receive the message. The standard 1 may be 
supported in any desired Way and in the 
present instance I have for the purpose of 
illustration only, selected a tripod support 
2 to which the lower end of the standard is 
connected. 
A rod 3 is secured in and projects later 

ally from the standard 1, as clearly illus 
trated in the drawings, and on the outer end 
of this rod a hoop holder 4 is swung. This 
hoop holder is composed of a bar of any de 
sired Weight and size, suspended at a point 
above its middle, so as to have a tendency to 
be maintained in a true vertical plane, while 
at the same time being permitted to swing 
in either direction. To sustain the hoop 
holder 4 in a substantially vertical position 
as against the blowing of the wind, a coil 
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spring 5 encircles the rod 3 and bears fric 
tionally against the holder 4, as shown. 
The holder 4 is provided at its upper end, 

above its pivot, with a clasp 6. This clasp 
may be of any desired construction or de 
sign, but in the present instance is shown as 
embodying two hinged jaws 7 against which 
the free ends of leaf springs 8 bear with a 
tendency to move the jaws together, the op 
posite ends of said leaf or plate springs 
being secured in any desired Way to the 
holder. The clasp 6 is designed to receive 
between its jaws the handle end 9 of a hoop 
10, and owing to the specific construction of 
the clasp with both jaws capable of yielding, 
and also owing to the pivotal Suspension of 
the hoop holder 4, it is obvious that the 
clasp will yield properly in either direction 
and permit the hoop 10 to be easily de 
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tached. 
The hoop 10 is designed to hold the train 

order, clearance card or message of any 
character that is intended to be transmitted 
to the moving train, and it is to be under 
stood that I may use any of the ordinary 
hoops for this purpose or the particular 
hoop illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ing which is constructed preferably of a 
single piece of wire with a free end 10 de 
signed to be twisted around the main or 
body portion of the hoop So as to Securely 
hold the message 11, as clearly illustrated in 
the drawing. 

12 designates a screen which may be of 
any desired size and form and of any de 
sired material. The screen 12 is Secured to 
the standard 1 in any desired Way and pro 
jects laterally therefrom in a direction op 
posite to the rod 3 on which the hoop holder 
4 is mounted. Preferably, the Screen is pro 
vided with transparent panels or lenses 13 
which may be either white or red, or any 
other desired color, and which may be se 
cured to the screen in any desired Way. For 
instance, the screen may be provided with 
flanges 14 within which the glasses 13 may 
be easily slipped. It is to be understood 
that any number of these glasses may be em 
ployed. 

15 designates a lantern holder which in 
the present instance is in the form of a rod 
as shown, secured at one end to the stand 
ard 1, as by an angular end 16 which is 
slipped down into a socket 17 formed in 
the upper end of the standard, the main 
portion of the rod being designed to fit 
within either one of two obliquely extending 
grooves 18 also formed in the upper end of 
the standard, according to the particular 
side of the screen on which it is desired to 
hang the lantern. 
From the foregoing description in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings, 
the operation of my improved train order 
holder will be apparent. In the practical 
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use of the device, a hoop with the message 
secured to it is secured to the clasp 6 and 
a lantern is supported on the rod or holder 
15 back of the screen 12, that is, if the de 
vice be used at night. The entire device is, 
of course, set near the track with the hoop 
holder 4 nearest to the rail. As the train 
approaches and the trainman arrives oppo 
site to the point where the device is located, 
he will insert his arm through the hoop, 
which may be easily detached from the 
clasp, as before noted. It will thus be seen 
that it is not necessary for the telegraph 
operator to stand close to the track when 
delivering the message, that the hoop may 
be easily detached no matter in which di 
rection the train is going, that the hoop will 
be maintained in an operative position in a 
substantially vertical plane so as to facilitate 
the insertion of the trainman's arm, and 
that at night the lantern being located back 
of the screen will throw its light directly 
on the hoop, while at the same time the 
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white light of the lantern will not be shed 
directly in the trainman's eyes, which would 
beliable to blind him, the glass or glasses 13 
also assisting in the operation of easily lo 
cating the hoop, as the trainman Will know, 
as he sees the lenses at a distance, that the 
hoop is located between the lenses and the 
track. 

It is obvious that the device may be 
cheaply manufactured and the parts easily 
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assembled and that they will not be liable 
to get out of order, as they are strong and 
few in number and of simple construction. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is: 
1. A train order holder, embodying a 

standard, a screen secured to the standard 
and projecting to one side thereof, means 
for holding a lantern back of the screen, 
and a holding device supported by the 
standard on the opposite side thereof from 
the screen. 

2. A device of the character described, 
comprising a standard, a screen secured to 
and projecting from one side of the stand 
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ard, a lantern holder secured to the standard 
and projecting therefrom back of the screen 
and at an oblique angle thereto, and a hold 
ing device supported by the standard and 
located on the opposite side thereof relative 
to the screen. 

3. A device of the character described, 
comprising a standard, a holding device 
supported by said standard on one side of 
the latter, a screen supported by the stand 
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ard and projecting therefrom in a direction 
opposite to the holding device, and means 
for holding a lantern back of the screen. 

4. A device of the character described, 
comprising a standard, a screen secured to 
said standard and projecting laterally to 
one side thereof, a holding device supported 
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by the standard on the side opposite to the comprising a standard, a rod projecting 
screen, the standard being provided at its laterally from said standard, a counter 
upper end with a socket and with two ob- balanced hoop holder mounted to Swing on 
liquely disposed grooves extending out said rod in either direction and provided 
Wardly from the socket on opposite sides of . With a clasp, and a spring encircling said 
the Screen, and a lantern holder consisting rod and bearing against the holder. 
of a rod provided with an angular en In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
adapted to fit in said socket, the main por- in presence of two witnesses. 
tion of the rod being adapted for engage- JAMES A PERRY. L. s. 
ment in either of said grooves, as and for Witnesses: 
the purpose set forth. WILL C. MILLER, 

5. A device of the character described, J. C. JoRDAN. 
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