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THOMAS B. ESTEP, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO.

Letters Paient No. 59,419, dated October 1, 1867,

IMPROVED COFFIH.

The Sehdule refereed fo i fhese Lethers Fatend and making paxt of Hhe sunee.

70O WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: _

Be it known that I, Tirodas B. EsTEP, of Cineinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio, have invented a new end useful
Improvement in Coffins; and I hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying drawings, making part of this specification.

. My invention relates to & novel and secure method of hermetically closing the joinis of wooden coffins, se
as to prevent the escape of offensive gases and fluids arising from thc decomposition of the corpse, and so’as
also to prevent the coffin becoming fitled with water when the intorment takes place in marshy grounds. In
the aocompanying drawings— ’

Figure 1is o longitudinal section in perspective of o coffin’ embodying my improvements, the lid being
removed. : .

Figure 2 is o transverse section of the same on an enlarged scale.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the ““struck-up” sheet-metal plates which are employed at the angles of
the coffin for the purpose of securing the India-rubber strips in their proper position. '

Figure 4 shows one method of making the joints,

4 A% B B/, and C, represent respectively the end, side, and bottom boards of an ordinary wooden coffin, or
other case which it is desired to close so as to render air-tight. D are strips of India rubber, leather, oilcloth,
or other suitable material, and these strips are astached to the coflin with white lead or cement, iit such a manner
that one-half of the widih of the stripis on one side of the jointand the other half on the opposite side. These
strips may be about one-fourth of an inch thick and two inches wide, so as to allow one inch on each side of the
scam, and the strips ate to be applied to all of the joints of the coffin, both where the botlom board is joined
to the sides and ends, and also where the sides and ends themselvesmoet. The India rubber having been cemented
to the coffin, it is now secured against any displacement by means of sheet-metal strips B, which are attached to
the cofiin by screws or nails, e, which are caused to pass completely through,the India yubber and inte the sub-
stance of the wood. The strips B may be of zine, sopper, galvanizod iron, ov any other suitable metal, but I
prefer zine on account of its cheapuess, and zlso beeause it is not liabie to corrode when it comes in contact
with the acids of the decomposing body. The metal strips B should be of the same width as the rubber strips
B, and that part of them designed for the corners may take the form shown in fig. 3, and which may be either
cast or be struck up out of sheet metal, the long strips for the bottom :ngles being soldered to the portions d d’.
The angles in the 1id may be rendered air-tight in the same,manner.

A coffin constructed in this manner can be transportéd any dist
ting any offensive or noxious odor, and althongh the coffia might be i
perfectly dvy.

I claim herein as new, and of my invention— ] ‘

1, A coffin, whose joints arz hermetically closed by means of comented rubber strips D and sheet-metal
strips E, the same being applicd and secured substantially as herein described and sét forth,

2, In combination with the rubber strips D and metal strips B, I claim the angle-iron D d &', us and for
the purpose explained. ‘

Tn teatimony of which invention I hercunto set my hand.

ahoe in the warmest weather without emit-
tmmersed in water the interior would remain

THOMAS B. BEBTEPR.

Witnesses:
Gro. H. Krreny,
Jamps . LAYMAN,




