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MPROVEMENT IN FARE-BOXES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 121,920, dated December 12, 1871. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES F. WINCHELL, 

of Springfield, in the county of Clark and 
State of Ohio, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Fare-Boxes; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawing, in 
Which 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my fare-box, 
With portions of the shell broken away to ex 
pose the interior. Fig. 2 is a vertical longi 
tudinal section of the same. Fig. 3 is a ver 
tical cross-section to show a modified construc 
tion. 
This improvement relates to the mode of il 

luminating the interior of a fare-box in street 
railway cars or other vehicles when used dur 
ing the night; and it consists in the construc 
tion of the fare-box with suitable openings 
and reflectors, arranged and adapted to re 
ceive light from the ordinary head-lampplaced 
above the fare-box instead of requiring a sep. 
arate lamp to illuminate it, as heretofore. The 
objections to the employment of a separate 
lamp are well known to those familiar with the 
use of fare-boxes. They not only require ad 
ditional expense in the construction and fit 
ting of the fare-box, but also the additional 
expense of maintaining a separate light; and 
this lamp itself is generally disagreeable from 
the Smoke and burned air which escapes from 
it into the carriage, and it also renders the 
fare-box less secure and more difficult to keep 
clean internally than is the case with my inven 
tion. 
In my method of illuminating the fare-box 

no light is used which would otherwise be util 
ized, because the reflector which throws light 
into the fare-box is placed at the side, and 
does not receive any light which would other 
Wise pass into the car or through the bull's-eye 
in front. 
That others may fully understand my inven 

tion, I will particularly describe it. h 
A is the fare-box, constructed with a cham 

ber, B, for the reception and temporary deten 
tion of the ticket while the same is being in 
spected by the driver orother authorized person 

looking through a glass window, C, and, after 
inspection, the fare to be transferred to another 
chamber or safe, D, below. I do not confine 
myself to any particular mode of constructing 
or arranging these parts, which are well un 
derstood and require no further description. 
The lamp E is always located in the front of 

the car, at or near the top of the door, and 
sheds its light forward through the bull's-eye 
F and backward into the car through the win 
dow G. The light which passes away later 
ally from the flame meets the sides of the 
lamp-chamber and ordinarily is not utilized. 

I construct the fare-box with an orifice, H, 
in its top, which is formed by the floor of the 
lamp-chamber. Said orifice is closed with a 
sheet of glass to prevent any access to the in 
terior of the fare-box by that way. Immedi 
ately above the opening H I place in the roof 
of the lamp-chamber the mirror or reflector I 
in such oblique position as will cause the light 
which falls upon said mirror to be reflected 
through the opening Hinto the fare box to ill 
luminate the chamber B, in which the fare is 
temporarily arrested, as shown by lines in 
Figs. 1 and 2. The mirror I may be flat, but 
is preferably made concave, as more light may 
thereby be reflected through the opening H 
than from a flat reflector. If for any cause it 
is not convenient to reflect the light downward 
through the middle of the fare-box, it may, 
by the use of a second mirror, J, as shown in 
Fig. 3, be carried down the outer side and 
thrown into the receiving-chamber horizon 
tally through a window, K. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
IS 

Lighting the interior of a fare-box at night 
by light obtained from the head-lamp of the 
car, thrown by the reflector I, through an open 
ing, H, in the head-lamp box, into the cham 
ber for the temporary detention of the fare for 
inspection, substantially in the manner and for 
the purpose set forth. 

J.F. WINCHELL. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY How E, 
E. C. MIDIDLETON. (42) 


