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To all ?????, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN H. BASSETT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Lib 
erty, in the county of Clay and State of 
Missouri, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Plug-Tobacco Cut 
? of which the following is a specifica 
O. 

This invention relates to plug-tobacco 
Cutters, and my object is to produce a device 
of this character in which the blade is caused 
to perform its cutting function through the 
Operation of foot-power mechanism and is 
returned to its normal position by means of 
a Spring. 
A further object is to produce a reliable 

and efficient device of this character of sim 
ple, strong, durable and cheap construction. 
With these objects in view the invention 

consists in certain novel and peculiar fea 
tures of construction and organization as 
hereinafter described and claimed; and in 
order that it may be fully understood ref 
erence is to be had to the accompanying 
drawing, in which 

Figure 1, is a perspective view of a foot 
power plug-tobacco cutter embodying my 
invention. Fig. 2, is a central vertical sec 
tion of the same. - 

In the said drawing, 1 indicates a hemi 
Spherical or equivalent-shaped base pro 
vided with a flange 2 through which bolts 3 
Or ScreWS extend to fasten it to the floor or 
other support. The base is provided with a 
radial slot 4 and with an upwardly project 
ing internally threaded boss 5 wherein is 
Screwed the lower end of a gas pipe 6 and 
Screwed upon the upper end of the gas pipe 
is a coupling 7. 

S is a semi-circular table or shelf pro 
vided with a depending rib 9 and an arcuate 
arm 10. The rear ends of the rib and arm 
terminate in vertically-alined sleeves 12 and 
13 respectively, the passages 14 and 15 re 
spectively of said sleeves being of angular 
form and depending from sleeve 13 is a 
threaded stem 16 adapted to be screwed 
down into coupling 7. The table is also 
provided with a preferably dove-tail groove 
17 wherein is secured a strip 18 of lead or 
equivalent material, and the table is also 
provided at its straight rear margin with a 
Scale 19 in inches and fractions thereof, as 
a gage for cutting pieces of the proper size 
from a tobacco plug which rests upon the 
table or shelf in the cutting operation. 

20 is a cutting blade overhanging the lead 
or equivalent strip and riveted or otherwise 
rigidly secured in the forked upper end 21 of 
an angular shank 22 extending slidingly and 
non-rotatably through the passages of sleeves 
12 and 13 and into the upper end of pipe 6, 
and extending through the pipe 6 and Se 
cured at its upper end to the shank 22 is a 
stiff rod 23 pivotally connected at its lower 
end within base 1 to a foot-lever 24 pivoted 
or fulcrumed at 25 to and within the base 
and projecting through the slot 4 and termi 
nating in a flattened free end 26 whereon the 
operator places his foot to apply the pressure 
necessary to cause the blade 20 to descend 
and sever the tobacco plug, a retractile spring 
27 arranged within the pipe being secured at 
its upper end to the pipe as at 28 and at its 
lower end at 29 to the rod 23 for the purpose 
of normally holding the blade elevated above 
the strip to permit the plug to be readily se 
cured upon the table or shelf at the desired point of adjustment. 
Assuming that the tobacco plug has been 

adjusted properly upon the table or shelf 
with respect to the scale thereon, the opera 
tor applies foot-pressure to force lever 24 
downward and thus cause the blade to sever 
a piece of the desired size from the plug, the 
lead strip arresting the downward movement 
of the blade without injury thereto. In this 
action spring 27 is placed under tension so 
that it will instantly reélevate the cutting 
blade when the foot pressure is removed 
from the lever. It will thus be seen that by 
means of this device the tobacco may be cut 
quickly, easily, accurately and with practi 
cally no exertion on the part of the operator. 
From the above description it will be ap 

parent that I have produced a plug tobacco 
cutter embodying the features of advantage 
enumerated as desirable and which is ob 
viously susceptible of modification in minor 
particulars without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the appended claim. 
Having thus described the invention what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is:- 
A plug tobacco cutter comprising a hemi 

spherical hollow base provided with a radial 
slot and with an upwardly projecting boss, a 
vertical pipe secured at its lower end in said 
boss, a lever pivoted to the base and project 
ing through the slot thereof, a coupling Se 
cured upon the upper end of the pipe, a hori 
zontal table provided with a depending rib 
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and arm terminating at their rear ends. be: 
yond the rear edge of the table in vertical 
sleeves having allined angular passages, the 
sleeve of the arm projecting into and being 
secured to said coupling; said table also hav 
ing a transverse scale near its rear edge and 
a central groove extending from its front to 
its rear edge, a compressible strip secured in 
said groove, a cutting blade overhanging 
said strip, a shank carrying said blade and 
extending slidingly and non - rotatably 
through the sleeves of said rib and arm and 
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into the upper end of the pipe, a rod con 
necting the lower end of the shank with said 
lever, and a retractile spring surrounding the 
rod and secured at its upper end to the pipe 
and at its lower end to said rod. 

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature, 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN H. BASSETT. 
Witnesses: 

R. A. DAVIDSON, 
JoEIN M. NEwLIE. 


