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To all whom it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, DOCTORCHESTER MAUL 

DEN, a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of South Sulphur, in the county of Hunt 
and State of Texas, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Rope:Cutters; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, which form a part of this 
specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved rope-cutter, showing the same in its 
operative position, fastened to one side of a 
rope-rack. Fig. 2 is a side view of the device 
with a piece of rope in position for cutting. 
Fig. 3 is a cross-section on line acac in Fig. 2, 
but showing the knife in its closed position 
after cutting; and Fig. 4 is alongitudinal sec 
tional view of the cutter bracket and bearing. 

Like letters of reference denote correspond 
ing parts in all the figures. 
This invention relates to devices for cut 

ting rope in stores where rope is kept for sale; 
and it consists in a cutting device which is 
adapted to be fastened permanently to the 
rope-rack or counter, SO as to be always handy 
and ready for use at the place where wanted. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
the letter A designates a rope-rack provided 
with the usual series of spools S, containing 
rope of various dimensions. The cutter is 
fastened to one of the sides or standards of 
this rack at such a height from the floor as to 
be within easy reach by means of screws C, a, 
iriserted through opposite ends of the bracket 
B, which has a projecting arm or bearing C, 
the outer end of which is turned in an upward 
direction, as shown at D. 
The cutter proper consists of a handle E of 

suitable length to get a good leverage or pur 
chase and a knife-blade F, the handle being 
continued beyond the blade and hinged in a 
slotbin the bracket above the projecting bear 
ing C, and the latter is provided in alignment 

With and opposite to the knife-blade F with 
a longitudinal slot c, adapted to receive the 
sharp edge of the knife when this is in its 
les Or depressed position, as illustrated in 
ig. 3. 
To use the device, the knife is lifted by its 

handle E and the rope to be cut (shown at 
R) is placed crosswise over the bearing C un 
der the knife. By now depressing the han 
dle the rope will be severed as the edge of the 
knife enters the slot c. The projection D at 
the outer end of the rope support or bearing C 
forms a stop or abutment for the knife-han 
dle, preventing the Wedge-shaped knife-blade 
from entering too deeply into its slot c, so as 
to bind therein. This slotted bearing C is an 
essential and important element, as, in the 
first place, it supports the rope while being 
cut; secondly, forms a protection for the edge 
of the knife when not in use, and, finally, 
permits the knife to completely sever the rope 
by cutting entirely through it. - 
A tobacco-cutter or so-called “plug-cutter' 

cannot be used successfully for cutting rope, 
because the edge of the knife bearing against 
a flat-surface will only cut through the thick 
part or body of the rope and would fail to 
sever all the fibers on the under side; but by 
my device the rope is cut completely through 
by a single operation. - 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States- . . 
The hereinbefore - described rope-cutter, 

comprising the slotted bracket B, in one piece 
With the lateral extension or bearing C, hav 
ing longitudinal slot c and stop D, in combi 
nation with the lever-handle E, having a pro 
jecting knife-blade F, registering with the 
slot in bearing C. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. - 

I)OCTOR CHESTER MAULDEN. 
Witnesses: 

T. K. FowLER, 
H. H. WOOD. 
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