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ABSTRACT: A toy ball having a hollow spherical member
which is enclosed by two attached hemispherical members. A
plurality of pockets are located on the surface of the spherical
member and cups are press-fitted into each of these pockets.
A movable attention getting object is placed in each cup and
the two hemispheres are sealed together over the spherical
member to seal the object in each cup. When the toy ball is
rolled along a surface or otherwise rotated the objects in each
cut move providing an item of interest and attractiveness to
children of tender ages.
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TOY BALL

This invention relates to a toy ball and in particular to a toy
ball that is an attractive attention-getting object to children of
all ages as it is rolled along a surface or otherwise rotated.

It has been known in the prior art to use transparent toy
balls with objects inside of them to provide toys that produce
different visual effects as they are manipulated by children of
tender ages. However, with many of these prior art toy balls
the ball was so constructed that only a limited namber of per-
spectives were obtainable as the ball was rolled along a surface
or otherwise rotated. This detracted from the enjoyment that
was obtainable by young children in using these toys since
continued manipulation of the ball did not result in it being
possible to view different perspectives. Additionally, many of
these prior art toy balls were of complex construction, some
including electrical circuitry in their interior, and thus were
expensive to make. This made the toy balls inaccessible to
children on whom modest means for amusement devices
could be spent and thus detracted from their general useful-
ness.

With the market for toys expanding as it is, it is apparent
that if a toy ball could be devised to overcome the aforemen-
tioned drawbacks associated with prior art toy balls of the type
herein described it would find widespread use.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
an improved toy ball of the type heretofore described.

A further object of the present invention is to provide an im-
proved toy ball which will continually provide different per-
spectives as it is rolled along a surface or otherwise rotated
and manipulated.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a toy
ball of the type described that can be economically made so as
to be able to be sold at an inexpensive price.

Briefly, in accordance with the present invention, the
foregoing and other objects are achieved by a toy ball having a
spherical member having pockets spaced along its surface.
Cups are press-fitted into the pockets and objects of attrac-
tion, such as a figurene of an animal, beads, etc. are located in-
side each cup. Two hemispheres are joined about the spherical
member and serve as a casing to keep the objects in each cup
from falling out of the cup as the spherical member with its
casing is rolled along a surface, thrown up in the air or ‘other-
wise rotated. Such rotation provides a plurality of different
perspectives as a result of the object within each cup moving
in its respective cup since the portion of the casing which
covers each cup is transparent to enable one to look at the ob-
ject within the cup.

Other objects, aspects and features of the present invention
will be apparent from the following specification and drawings
in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a toy ball in accordance with the present
invention rolling down an incline;

FIG. 2 is a partially open view of a portion of the toy ball of
the present invention illustrating one of the objects which is
movable within the toy ball as it is rotated or otherwise moved;

FIG. 3 is a view along lines 3—3 of FIG. 2 showing in cross
section the inner spherical member, the press-fitted cup
member, the object of interest, and the outer casing of a por-
tion of the toy ball of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of a toy ball of the present inven-
tion.

Referring now to the drawings and FIG. 4 in particular it
can be seen that the toy ball of the present invention includes
an inner spherical member 11 having a plurality of pockets 12
Tocated on its surface. Member 11 may be made of polyfoam
or some other suitable lightweight material. In addition to
pockets 12 at least one pair of windows 13 are located on the
surface of spherical member 11 in diametrically opposed posi-
tions for a reason soon to be apparent. It is of course to be ap-
preciated that only one window can be seen in spherical
member 11 at a time due to the symmetry of the member. A
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plurality of cylindrically shaped cups 14 made of polyfoam are
press-fitted into pockets 12 as seen in FIGS. 2 and 3. The cups
are identical to each other and include a base portion and
sidewalls extending therefrom which define a cup opening at
the surface of member 11 when the cup is press-fitted mto the
spherical member as seen in FIG. 3.

An object of interest such as a figurene, beads, a little toy, a
puzzle, etc. is placed within each cup and two plastic hemi-
spheres 15 and 16 are placed over spherical member 11 and
cups in the pockets in a close fitting relation, such as seen in
FIG. 3, to form a casing which prevents the object in each cup
from falling from the cup as the toy is rotated. Hemispherical
members 15 and 16 have transparent sections which are
placed over the cups to enable the objects in each cup to be
seen. Sections 15 and 16 also include window sections for
covering the windows in spherical member 11 to enable a per-
son to look through one of the diametrically opposed windows
to see through the other of the diametrically opposed windows
so that there is a see-through capability in the toy ball. Hemi-
spheres 15 and 16 may be joined together by gluing or any
other technique which is available to the skilled mechanic.

In order to increase the attractiveness of the toy ball the
portions of the hemisphere which do not cover a cup or win-
dow in spherical member 11 may be colored with colors that
are attractive to the children such as bright red, orange, etc.

When it is desired to use the toy ball of the present inven-
tion, it is rotated as by rolling along an incline (FIG. 1) or by
being thrown in the air, etc. As the ball rotates the different
objects contained in the cups move within the cups providing
continually different perspectives. If desired, the colors of the
objects in'each cup can be selected to mate with the color of
the cup and to provide an attractive contrast as the ball is
rotated. Similarly, the different cups can have different color
characteristics to further add to the attractiveness of the ball.

It can be appreciated from the foregoing specification that
by having a plurality of different compartments with an object
in each compartment, it is possible to continually obtain dif-
ferent perspectives, something that was not possible with prior
art toy balis.

What is claimed is:

1. A toy ball comprising:

a. 2 member having a surface with a circular cross section
and a plurality of pockets extending from the surface
toward the interior thereof,

b. an object of attraction located in at least some of said
pockets and of a smaller size than said pockets so as to be
freely movable therein when said member is rotated,

c. first means for keeping the objects from moving toward
the interior of the member as said member is rotated, and

d. second means for keeping the objects in said pockets
from falling out of said pockets as said member is rotated.

2. A toy ball according to claim 1 wherein said first means
for keeping the objects in said pockets from moving toward
the interior of the member as said member is rotated includes
a retaining member in each of said pockets, said retaining
members preventing movement by said objects in said pockets
to the interior of said member. :

3. A toy ball according to claim 2 wherein each of sald
retaining members is press-fitted into its respective pocket.

4. A toy ball according to claim 1 wherein said second
means for keeping the objects in said pockets from falling out
of said pockets as said member is rotated includes a casing sur-
rounding said member.

5. A toy bail according to claim 4 wherein said casing in-
cludes transparent portions which are in alignment with those
pockets in which there are objects.

6. A toy ball in accordance with claim 4 wherein said
member is spherical in configuration, a pair of windows being
located on diametrically opposed surfaces of said spherical
member with there being a see-through capability between
said diametrically opposed windows, said portion of said cas-
ing covering said windows being transparent to enable one to
look through the toy ball.
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7. A toy ball according to claim 6 wherein said first means
for keeping the objects in said pockets from moving toward
the interior of the spherical member as said member is rotated
includes aretaining member in each of said pockets, said
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retaining members preventing movement of said objects in
said pockets to the interior of said spherical member.
8. A toy ball according to claim 7 wherein each of said
retaining members is press-fitted into its respective pocket.
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