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This invention is a wood-working tool designed
more particilarly for use by carpenters, cabinet
makers and the like for performing various opera-
tions including rabbeting, dadoing and the like,

5 The inventicn has particular utility in the build-

ing of stairs. . .
‘©One object of the invention is to provide a tool
of the character indicated which wiil be simple in
construction and which will enable a relatively
unskilled worker to perform the more difficult op-
erations in wood~-working such as rabbeting, dado-
ing and the like, with all the skill and proﬁciency
of a skilied work”nan
_ Another object of the invention is to pr0V1de a

tool of the character indicated which may be tem-
porarily seciired to the work in hand and used as
a templet or guide for directing the saw, dado
cutter, or similar wood- cu’otmg tool of the Work-
man.

Another object of t e mventlon is'to prov1de a
tool of the character indicated which may be ad-
justed to the various angles and dimensions of the
work at hand and whiech, due to its adjustability,
is capable of use in a multiplicity of instances aris-
ing in the wood working ‘ait.

These and other objects of the invention will
kbacome appar\,nt from the following specification
J.C);u. m connection with tie accompanying draw-
rein we.have illustrated a pr eferred em-
bodimeiit of cur invention.

in the drawings: 2
. Figure 1'is a 'plan view of the invention.
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the line 2--2 of Mg, ¢ and showing the construc-

2 tien of the securing pins.. . o
sectional view taken on

CFig. 3 is a fragmental
the Iine 2--3 of ¥iz. 1 and showing the pivot by
which the two. straight edges are secured. )
o Fig. 4 iz a sectional view taken on the line 4—4
T of Fig 1) o L
‘Fig. 5 is a fragm.enta side elevation of the in-
vention as viewed from the line 5~—5 ¢f Fig. 1.
. 8is a-secticnal view taken on the line 6—~86
45 g 1. . . . .
wig, 7T is & giﬂe eTev'Ltm'l of the invention as
iewed fro: 1 Fig. 1.

ig. 8 is a diagrammatic view showing the man-
H in which the tool is used for cutting the rab-
be;s in'the stringer of a shair case. o
. 93 & fragmental sectional view showing a
pc‘ 0;.1 of ‘a stringsr with ’rhe stair treaas and
risers fitted therein.
Referring morve particularly to the aucovnnany—
_ ing drawings ‘wherein like reference numerals
designate like parts throughout, it-will be noted

Mg, 24z & fr agmantal sectional view taken on-

1929. - Serial No. 402,671

(CL 33--102)

that the invention comprises two straight-edge
-elements numbered 1 and 2, respectively, and an
adjustable angle gauge numbeéred 3. The two
straight edge elements 1 and 2 are generally
t.-shaped and are gecured together with the foot
portions 1B and . 2B, respectively, in -overlying
superposed relation. The members 1 and 2 are
connected together for relative adjustment by a
sliding pivot comprising a bolt 18 suitably an-
chored on the member 2 and extending through
a slot 29 forimed in the foot portion 1B of the
member 1. The bolt 18-is threaded as at 188 and
is provided at the- opposite extremity with an
enlarged head 182, In order to accommodate
“the head 18* between . the member 2 and-the
surface  supporting the  tool, the foot’ portions
1B and 2B are preferably upset at 2, as shown
in Fig. 3. ‘The bolt 18 is further prov1ded with
a knurled nut 17 by which the members 1 and 2
may be secured in an adjusted-position, and the
inner contacting surfaces of the foot portions 138
and 28 of the members 1 and 2, respectively, are
roughenec. or serrated as shown at 28 in order to
obtain & more rigid. securement of the members
1and 2 -when the nut 17 is tightened. A washer 19
is inter posed between the nut 17 and the upper
surface of the foot portion 1B to prevent disturb-
ing the members during tightening of the nut..

The angle gauge 3 is designed for. adjustable:

attachment to either the straight-edge 1-or the
.:tlawbt—adne 2. As shown in Fig. ‘1, the gauge 3
is seﬂured to the straight-edge 2 by a bolt mem-
ber 18, For the: purposes of adjustability the
_straight-edge 2 is provided with an elongated
slot 81 and thé lower extremity of the gauge 3
is apertured, the bolt member 16 passing through

ths end of the gauge and the slot in the straight-
edge’2. An angleplate 4 is arranged to overlie the
gauge 3 -and the stralght edge member 2, and in

0\d°1‘ to insure a substantial and rigid joint be-
tween these members, the plate 4 carries an ex-
tension 4%, which is apertured, the bolt 16 passing
through said aperturein the plate, and the gauge,
“straight-edge, and plate being adjustably secured
by a nui 15 threaded onto bolt 16, a washer 14
‘bemg:zﬂ terposed between the nuf 15. and the
surface of the extonsion 42, :

~The galige member 3 is preferably channel-
sh’zped in cross sechion as shown in Fig. 4 for im-
‘parting. rigidity thereto and said member is pro-
vided wn,h a central elongated slot 33 in which
1s slidingly mounted an auxiliary gauge or marker:
5 arransed to be secured in an adjusted position
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thereon by means of a clamping nut and boll,
numbered 21 and 22 respectively.

The plate 4 is arranged to slide longitudinally
upon the straight-edge member to which it is
secured and to guide the plate in its movement,

© the straight-edze member is provided with an o~
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turned edge or flange 22 The flange is received
within a groove 4> formed in the plate ¢ and ex-
tending transverzely across the same.  The groove
is shown as being formed by beading or crimping
the material or stock from which the plate is
made, but chviously the same result may he ob-
tained in other ways. As thus described the
plate 4 and gauge 3 have sliding engagement with
the straight-edge 2, while the gauge also has
privotal movement with respect to both the plate
and gauge.
in the form of an angle gauge and to.this end a
circular arc conceniric with the pivot bolt 16
is provided as at 32. As shown this arc is. in the
form of an arcuate slot, one edge of which is
graduated in angular degrees. A clamping bolt
12, carried by the gauge 3, is arranged to move in
the slot 32, said bolt being threaded snd provided
with & nut 13 whereby the gauge may be secured
to the plate in an adjusted angular position.
A washer 11 is provided on the bolt 12 between
the nut and plate, in order to facilitate this
operation. This construction not only provides
means for measuring or for indicating the angle
formed ‘belween the straight-edge member and
the gauge 3 but insures a far more substantial
and rigid tool, due to the fact that the plate 4
functions as a tie plate or gusset between the
gauge and straight-edge.

For the purpose of securing the tool in place
upon a piece of work, the straight-edge elements
l-and 2 are provided with a plurality of spring
retracted pins §, which, as shown in- Fig, 3, are
provided with head members 7, said pins and
heads being mounted within cylindrical cup-
shaped fnembers 6 which are secured to the mem-
pers 1 and 2 by suitable screws or rivets 10. The
pins are retained in a retracted position by
means of coiled springs 9 positioned within the
cup-shaped members 6 and arranged to bear
upon the heads 7 for the purpose of maintain-
ing the points of the pins retracted beyond the
outer surface of the straight-edges 1 and 2. The
straight-edges, of course, are perforated or aper-
tured as at 82 to permit the passage of the pins
therethrough.  In operation, when the tool has
keen- adjusted to the proper position, the heads
of the pins are struck a light blow with a ham-~
mer:which forces the pin info.the work piece
to secure the tool in place. The friction between
the pins and the work piece is normally greater
than the force of the spring 9 tending to with-
draw the pins 20 so that the pins maintain the
tool in vosition until manually released. It is
to be noted that the means provided for securing
the tool to the work: does not interfere in any
way with making the adjustments of the plate
4, gauge 3 or gauge 5.

As shown in Fig. 1, the siraight-edge members
1 and 2 are provided with straight-edges ic and
2° respectively which ave arranged in oppositicn,
facing each other and together defining an open
ended glot, the lateral dimensions of which may
be varied by the sliding pivot connection of the
members 1 and 2. Near the pivot end of the
members 1 and 2 the respective straight-edges
1¢ and 2¢ are provided with arcuate wing por-
tions 19 and 24 which together form a curved or
rounded inner end for the slot defined by the

The plate 4 is preferably fashioned
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members 1 and 2. This construction enables the

cutting of rabbets or dadoes designed to receive -

round nose stair treads. . :

It will be noted from an  inspection of Fig.
5 that the arcuate wing porticns 1d, 2d are ar-
ranged in abutting relation with respect to each
other so that when the straight-edge members
are adjusted voward each other, said portions 14,
24 function as abutting shoulders to define the
limit of approach of said straight-edge members
with respect to each other.

An auxiliary means is provided to enakle ongs to
cut square nose rabhels or dadoes, sald means
comprising a kar 27 pivotally mounted at 26 to
the straight-edge 1 and arranged to normally oc-
cupy a-position as shown in full lines in Fig. 1,
but movable at will to a position overlying the
arcugte wing portions 14 and 29 and abuiting a
limiting stop 26, In this position the contour of
the end wall of the slot formed by the straight-
edges 1 and 2 is straight so that when the tool is
used as hereinafter describved a square nose dado
may be cub.

The tocl as thus described may be made of
any suitable material such as steel, brass, or the
iike and in order to enhance the utility of the
tool as a whole, the straight-edges 1¢ and 2¢, and
the edges of the slot 33 in the gauge 5 are pref-
erably sraduated in suitable units of length.

As the tool forming the subject matter of this
invention is designed more particularly for use
in building stairs, the manner in which the tool
may be used .for this purpose will now he de-
scribed. Referring to Fig. 8, 8 represents a string-
er from which it is desired to cut one cheek of a
pair of stairs. The first operation in this con-
nection is to.secribe upon the siringer S the so-
called margin line M and to lay off on the string-
er with the line M as a base the so-cailed riser
and tread lines indicated by the reference char-
acters R and T respectively. The lines R and T
are drawn without the use of the tool being de-
seribed and represent the rise and tread cf a sin-
gle step. The distance along the line R from
the margin line M to the point of intersection be-
tween the lines R and 'L represents the rise of a
given step while the length of the line T between
the margin line M and the point of infersection
petween the lines R .and T represents the width or

depth of a given tread. The lines R and T hav- 1

ing been drawn as indicated the to0l is laid upcn
the stringer S in the manner indicated with the
straight-edge 2 coinciding with the line T. Inas-
much as the rounded edge of a tread is in ex-
cess of its given dimension of width, the straight-
edge element 2 is initiaily positioned on the line
T drawn ci the stringer S so that the porition
oif the straight-edge between the points © and P
defines the depth or width of the tread. The piv-
ot bolt 8 is then loosened and the straight-edge 1
is adiusted with respect to the straighi-edsge
2 in the following manner. In buildihg stairs it
is customary for the builder to obtain ready cut
treads of a desired thickness from a mill and

these treads are furnished to order together with -

certain wedge elements which are fitted beneath
the stair treads to insure a tight fit of the treads
within the cheeks of the stair case. The man-
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ner in which the treads and wedges are arranged |

in the finished stair case is shown in Fig. 9 where-
in the treads are indicated by the reference char-
acter 50 and the wedge elements are indicated by
the reference numeral 5i. In adjusting the
straight-edge 1 with respect to the straight-edge
2 a stair tread and a wedge element are fitted
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endwise . against the stringer -and into the space
between the straight-edges 1 and 2 with the ex-
posed or tread surface of the tread next to and
coinciding with the edge of the straizht-edge ele-
ment 2.  The straight-edge element 1 is then ad-
Justed until'it coincides and is in snuz engagement
with the wedge element on thebottom side there-
of, the element 1 for the purposes of this adjust-
ment being moved angularly and bodily about the
pivot bolt 18. When the element 1 has been prop-
erly adjusted.in the manner described the pivot
holt 18 is tightened by the knurled nut 17. ‘Dur-
ing the adjustment just outlined the rounded
edge of .the stair tread fits within the rounded
end of the slot formed.by the arcuate portions 14
and 2.
The straight-edge elements 1 and 2 having been
thus adjusted are secured-in position upon .the
stringer by driving the pins 8 into the wood.as
outlined hereinbefore. The gauge element 3 is
now adjusted into a position in engagement with
the side edge of the stringer S and secured in such

 position by tightening the bolts 12 and 16. 'The

slide 5 is then moved to coincide with the point
of intersection between the line§ R and M and is
secured in this position.

CWith: the tool in this position any form of. suit-
able cutting tool either manually operated or
power operated may be worked within .the slot
formed between the straight-edge elements 1 and
2 using said edges as a tool rest or guide and the
stringer S thus rabbketed or dadoed to the proper
depth. Where a round nosed tread is being used
the rounded end of the dado is preferably made
iy the use of a suitable gouge. In order to facili~
tate the use of power driven cutters, saws and
the like in the manner just indicated, the straight-
edzes -1¢ and 2¢ of the straight-edge elements 1
and 2 are preferably upset above the plane of the
tool as clearly shown at 1F and 2F in Fig. 6. Fur-
thermors, these edges are preferably beveled
away from the upper surface thereof as indicat-
ed at 1¥ and 2F in order to define a knife edge for
the slot: In this manner the edges of the slot are
raised above the plane of the work in order to
provide a clearance for the cutting tool. This
arrangement not only enables the dado or rabbet
to be cut-with extreme accuracy but also.prevents
dulling the edge of the tool by contact with the
edge of the slot. A very effective way of cutting
the rabbets for stairtreads is by the use of a hand
operated saw with a depth gauge attachment of‘
conventional design.

~ After the tread rabbet has been cut in the man-

ner‘indicated the tool is moved along thé stringer.

until the slide element 5 of the gauge 3 coincides

. with the point of intersection between the line T
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and the margin line M and the tool is secured in
this position with the gauge element 3 in ghug
conbact with the edge of the stringer.
having been thus positioned is inthe proper place
to ‘cut the rabbet for the succeeding stair tread
and the treads are successively cut in the manner
indicated. Obviously thé tool may be successively
used.for succesgive treads without readjustment
and this enables & very rapid and S,C’Jurat" lay~
ing out and cutting of the stair treads with a
siderable saving of time and by relatively un-=
skilled workmen. :

In cutting the cheek for the opposite side of
the stair case the gauge element 3 with ‘its- asso-
ciated angle plate 4 is removed from the straight~
edge element 2 and secursd to ths straight-edge
element 1 in a similar manner., For enabling this
mterchange of the gauge member 3 and plate 4,

The tool

con-.

3
the straight-edge element 1 is provided with an
elongated slot.30 and - an upstanding edge flange
12 gimilar in all respects to the slot 31 and to
flange 22 of the straight-edge element 2. -
“When it is desired to cut a stair stringer for
treads having a square nose in place of a round
nose, the adjustable bar 27 may be swung from

the:position shown in Fig. 1 to a position in which

it lies transverse to the slot formed between.the
elements -1 ‘and 2 and abutting against the stop
element 20. . In this position the curved end wall
of the slot is’ obstructed by said bar and-the
straight -edge of the bar provides the slot with a

80

(85

straight.end wall. . For cutting treads of this type

the end. of the:dado-may be cut by a chisel in an :

obvious manner,

‘Having thus described our invention it is ap-
parent that we have devised a tool which may be
used not only.as a templet or pattern for laying
out stair ‘cases and rabbets of all kinds but the
tool is capable also of being sectuired to the work

‘to serve as a guideelement-for guiding the:cut-

ting tool of the workman whether the tool be a
manually operated one or a power operated. tool.
Also, due to the raised and beveled édges on the
straight-edge clements, all possibility of dulling

195
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the tool due to injurious contact of the tool with -

the straight-edge elements is precluded.

edge elements-1 and 2 with a slotted pivot; these
membhers may-be moved bodily with respect to
each other-as well as angularly whereby they may
be adjusted to accommodate any given tread with
its associated wedge.  This. is of extreme impor-

tance when it is understood that no uniferm prac-
-tice prevails with respect to the size or given taper

of-a wedge that is-used with stair treads and that
ordinarily these tapers have to be caleulated by
the workmen for each individual job;

It is further to be noted that by constmcuag
the gauge member 3 of channel-shaped stock this
member -is rendered substantially rigid and this
feature.together with the manner in.which it is
secured to-the straight-edge, namely by the ad-
justable angle plate 4 having ‘the inverted U-
shaped runner or groove -engaging-over the up-
turned edge of the straight-edge element ren-
ders-an extremely rigid and substantial construc-

tion.: The channel-in the back of the gauge 5-

also serves-as a convenient housing for the heads
23 and 24 of the clammng bolts 12 - and 16 re-
spectively. :

It is
alsc to.be noted that by providing -the straight- -
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1t is further to be neted that the surface of"v

the tool which is placed in-contact with the work
during the use of the tool is free:from obstruc-
tions which would normally tend to interfere with
the efficient- use of the tool:

In conclusmn it is to be understood that while

we have «chosen-to describe and illustrate a pre- .

ferred embodiment of our invention, sueh deserip-

130

tion and’ illustrations are but for the purpose of -

example and not to define the limits of gur in-
vention which are to be-determined from the
scope of the appended claims.

Having ‘thus descrlbed our: 1nvent10n what we
glaim is:. :

1. A tool of the characte1 des\,rtbﬂd comprlsmg
a’ stralgb_t edge member, an angle gauge, means
pivotally and slidably connecting the gauge and
straight-edge member, an angle plate overlying
the gauge and straight-edge member; said angle
plate being - apertured coincidentally  with ~the
pivot point of the gauge, said gauge pivot passing

‘through the aperture of the angle plate. and

means assoclated with said pivot for securing the

140 :
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gauge in an adjusted position longitudinally of the
straight-edge member, the angle plate having an
arcuate edge concentric to the .gauge pivot and
at a substantial distance therefrom, and means
remote from said gauge pivot associated with the
gauge and plate for securing said members in ad-
justed-angular positions of the gauge.

2. A tool of the character described comprising
a straight-edze member, a gauge pivotally and
slidably mounted thereon, an angle plate overly-
ing the gauge and provided with an upstanding
open bead at one edge thereof defining a groove
opening onto the underside of the plate, an up-
standing edge on the straight-edge member and
engaged in the groove, said groove and upstand-
ing edge being dimensioned to. dispose the plate
and straight-edge member in substantially co-
planar relation, and means counecting the plate,
gauge and straight-edge member together for rel-
ative adjustment the gauge being provided with
a longitudinal side flange extending below the
plane of the straight- edge member and angle
plate.

3. A'tool of the character described comprising
a pair of straight-edge members, each of said
members being provided with a. straight-edge
portion, said straight-edge members being nor-

mally disposed with the straight-edge portions

thereof. in opposed spaced relation, means for
relatively adjusting said members laterally to
conform- to a desired stair tread rabbet, said
means including means to secure said members
in angularly adjusted position, a single angle
gauge for defining the tread rise when operatively
associated with one of said straight-edge mem-
bers, and means for adjustably mounting said
gauge on either of said straight-edge members
whereby the tool may be used for scribing the
stair tread rabbets on either of the r1sers of a
stair case.

4. A tool of the character described co*nprlsmg
a pair of straight-edge members connected for
relative adjustment by a slidable: pivot, each of
said straight-edge members being provided with
an upstanding flange, an angle plate provided
with means for operative association with the
flange of either straight-edge member, an angle
gauge arranged for -operative association with
the plate and either straight-edge, and means
for securing the parfs in cperative posmon on
either straight-edge member.

5. A tool of the character described comprising
a pair of straight-edge members connected for
relative adjustment by a slidable pivot, an angle
gauge pivotally and slidingly mountable on either
straight-edge member, an angle plate slidingly
mountable on either straight-edge member,
means for securing said gauge, plate, and
straight-edge members in adjusted positions, and
an auxiliary gauge adjustably mounted on the
first mentioned gauge and movable to positions
a greater or lesser distance from the pivotal cen~
ter of said first mentioned gauge.

6. A tool of the character described. compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members connected
for relative -adjustment by a slidable pivot, an

angle gauge movably mounted upon :a straight--

edge member and adjustable toward and away
from the pivot point of the straight-edge mem-
bers and also angularly adjustable about its point
of connection with the straight-edge member, an
auxiliary gauge mounted on the first mentioned

gauge and movable to and from the point of con-

nection of the -first mentioned gauge and the
straight edge member, means for securing the

1,921,356

several parts in adjusfed positions and means
for interchangeably asscciating the gauge with
either straight-edge member. .

7. A tool of the character described comprls—
ing a pair of straight-edge members pivotally
connected for relative adjustmens, the straight-
edges of said members heing arranged in opposed
relation and upset above the general plane of the
tool, =aid straighi-edge members adjacent the
pivotal connection being provided with arcuate
wing portions forming a substantially semi-eir-
cular extremity for the slot deﬁned by the
straight-edge members.

8. A tool of the character described compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members pivotally
connected for relative adjustment, the straight-
edges of said members being arranged in opposed
relation and upset above. the general plane of
the tool, sald straight-sdge members adjacent
the pivotal connection being provided with arcu-
ate wing portions forming a substantially semi-
circular extremity for the slot defined by the
straight-edge members,
membeis being slotted ad}ace 1t the pivotal con-
nection whereby- to permit Iaueral separation of
said members.

9. A teol of the character described comprlslng'

a pair of straight-edge members pivotally con-
nected for relative adjustment, the-straight-edges
of said members heing arranged in opposed rela-
tion and upget above the general plane of the
tool, said straight-edge members adjacent the
pivotal connection being provided with arcuate
wing portions forming a substantially semi-circu-
lar extremity for the slot defined by the straight-
edege .members, and a. bar movable at will to a
position to overlie said arcuate wing portions
whereby to define a straight end wall for the
slot formed between the Sblalght edge mem-
bers.

10. A tool of the character described compris-
ing. a pair of straight-edge members pivotally
connected for relative adjustment, the straight-
edges of said members being arratnged in opposed
relation facing one anocther and upset above the
general plane of the tool, said straight-edge mem-
bers adjacent the pivotal connection being pro~
vided with arcuate wing portions forming a sub-
stantially semi-civeular extremity for the. slot
defined by the straight-edge members, a bar piv-
otally mounted on one straight-edge member and
normally occupying a position entirely within the
confines thereof, said bar besing movable at will
teo a.position overlying the arcuate wing portions

of both straight-edge members, and a stop mem-

ber defining said position of the bar whereby to
form. a-straight end wall for the slot between the
two straight-edge members.

11. A tool of the character descrlbed compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members, means piv-
otally connecting said members for relative ad-
justment, the wpivotal connection between said
members being laterally offset with respect to the
straight-edge portions therecf whereby  said
straight-edges are 'arranged in opposed spaced

relation, said ‘straight-edge members adjacent
the pivotal connection being provided with com-

plemental arcuate wing portions. forming a sub-

stantially semi-circular extremity for the slot
defined by the straight-edge members.

12. A tool of the character described compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members, means piv-
otally connecting said members for relative ad-
justment; the pivotal connection between said
members being laterally offset with respect to the
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straight-edge portions  fthereof wherehy said
straight-edges are arranged in opposed spaced re-
lation, said straight-edge members adjacent the
pivotal connection being provided with comple-
mental arcuate wing portions forming a-sub-
stantially semi-circular extremity for-the slot de-
fined by the straight-edge membpers, one of said
straight-edge members being slotted adjacent
the pivotal connection whereby to permit lateral
separation of said members. -

13. A tool of the character described compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members, means piv-
otally connecting said members for relative ad-

justment, the pivotal connection between said

members being laterally offset with respect to the

straight-edge portions thereof whereby said.

straight-edges are arranged in opposed spaced
relation, said straight-edge members adjacent
the pivotal connection being provided with com-
plemental arcuate wing portions forming a sub-
stantially semi-circular extremity for the slot de-
fined by the straight-edge meinbers, and a bar
mounted on one of the straight-edge members
and movable at will to a position to overlie said
arcuate wing portions whereby to define a straight
end wall for the slot formed between the straight-
edge members.

14. A tool of the character described compris- -

ing a pair of straight-edge members, means piv-
otally connecting said members for relative ad-
justment, the pivotal connection between said
members being laterally offset with respect to
the straight-edge portions thereof wherepy said
straight edges are arranged in opposed spaced
relation, said straight-edge members adjacent
the pivotal connection being provided with com-

plemental arcuate wing portions forming a sub=

stantially semi-circular extremity for the slot
defined by the straight-edge members, and a bar
mounted on one of the straight-edge members
and movable at will to a position to overlie said
arcuate wing portions whereby to define a
straight end wall for the slot formed between the
straight-edge members, one of said straight-edge

members being slotted adjacent the pivotal con~

nection whereby to permit lateral separation of
said members. .

15. A tool-of the character described compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members, means piv-

- otally connecting said members for relative ad-
justment, the pivotal connection between said

members being laterally offset with respect to
the straight-edge portions thereof whereby said
straight-edges are arranged in opposed spaced
relation and upset above-the general plane of the
tool;, said straight-edge members adjacent the
pivotal connection being provided with comple-
mental arcuate wing portions forming a substan-
tially semi-circular extremity for the slot de-
fined by the straight-edge members, a bar pivot-

5

ally mounted on one straight-edge member and
normally occupying a position entirely within the
confines thereof; said bar being movable at will
to a position overlying the arcuate wing portions
of both straight-edge members, and a stop mem-
ber defining 'said: position of the bar whereby to
form a straight end wall for the slot between the

80’

‘two straight-edge members, one of said straight-

edge members being slotted :adjacent the pivotal
connection. whereby to permit lateral separation
f said members. -~ - ; , e

16. A tool of the character described compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members, a laterally
extending foot portion carried by each of said
members, each of said foot portions being aper-
tured, said straight-edge members being . ar-
ranged with the straight-edge portions thereof
lying in opposed relation with the foot portions
in superposed relation and the apertures thereof
alined, a pivot member extending through the
alined apertures, and means assceiated with said
pivot member for permitting angular adjustment
of.the straight-edge members, said straight-edge
members being provided with opposed stop shoul-
ders positioned with respect to said pivot member
to define the limit of approach of said straight-
edge members with respect to each other.

17. A tool of the character described compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members, a laterally
extending foot portion carried by each of said
members, each of said foot portions being aper-
tured, said straight-edge members being ar-
ranged with the straight-edge portions thereof
lying in opposed relation with the foot portions
in superposed relation and the apertures thereof
alined, -a pivot member extending through the
alined apertures, means' associated with said
pivot member for permitting angular adjustment
of the straight-edgé members, and opposed stop
shoulders carried by the straight-edge meémbers
adjacent the pivot members and offset inwardly
with respect to the straight-edge portions of said
straight-edge members whereby to maintain said
straight-edge portions of the straight-edge mem-
bers spaced throughout the length thereof.

18. A tool of the character described compris-
ing a pair of straight-edge members, each of said
reembers being provided ‘with a pivot receiving
aperture offset laterally with respect to the
straight-edge portion of said straight-edge mem- 125
bers, and a pivot pin passing through said aper--
tures, at least one of said pivot receiving aper-
tures being elongated whereby the straight-edge
members may be laterally adjusted relative to -
each other to conform to a given stair tread rab- 1
bet, the .space between said opposed straight-
edge members being free and unobstructed from
end to end.
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