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To al vhony it nay concernº 
Beit known that I, ARAD WARD EVANS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wash 
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in 

5 vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Clasps for Pressing and Hanging Trousers; 
and I do declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as Will enable others skilled in the art 

Io to Which it appertains to make and use the 
same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, Which form a part of this 
specification. 

I5 My invention relates to clasps for pressing 
and hanging trousers; and the objectssought 
to be accomplished areto provide a clasp for 
pressing and suspending the trousers in a 
condition to give them the desired set orshape, 

2o said clasp to be formed of a single piece of 
Wire and of simple construction, cheap to 
manufacture, and eficientinuse. These ob 
jects are attained by the construction shown 
in the accompanying drawings, forming part 

25 of this specification, and in Which 
Figure 1 is a side view of my clasp and. 

hanger. Fig. 2 isan edgeview of the same at 
right angles to theview in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 isa 
perspective view of the same, showing the 

3o jaWS Open. Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view of 
the jaws of the clasip When closed. 

In the manufacture of my clasp a single 
piece orlength of spring-wire of the required 
size is bent centrallyinto a coil A of a sizeto 

35 give the desired spring action to the jaws. 
The legs a extend from the coil. A in substan 
tially paralel planes, conforming to the size 
of the coil and of a length to serve as a con 
Venient handhold for grasping the clasp to 

40 open its jaws. At the desired point these 
legs a are bent in Ward, as at al, to crosseach 
other at aº. Continuing from this point the 
Wire is bent at diº and extended to form the 
converging members aº, which terminate in 

45 thejaW members of the clasp. To form these 
jaws, the members a are bent at the points 
diº Outwardly in opposite directions to form 
the lateral extensions aº, as shown in Figs. 2 

and 3, which are bent or doubled upon them 
selves at al and extended in opposite direc- 5o 
tions to the desired distancebeyond the plane 
of the body of the clasp and at right angles 
thereto to form jaws B of the required length 
for the purpose designed, and the terminal 
ends of the wires are curled orbentinto loops 55 
bºto finish the jaWs and to prevent injuryto 
the trousers or material during the clasping 
operation. The jaws maybe slightly bent or 
curved away from each other in the center, 
as at b, toallow room for the leg-seams in 6o 
the trousers When clamped; but this is not 
an indispensable feature of my invention. I 
may also connect a ring c to the coil A in 
Order that the clasp and trousers maybe sus 
pended upon a hook ornail projecting from 65 
a Wall, to lie flat against the same. 

It will be understood that in orderto press 
and form the trousers they are folded or 
creased with the seams together and inserted 
Within the jaws of the clasp, the jaws being 7o 
opened by pressure upon the legs a. It Will 
be noticed thatthe only point of contactof the 
jaws upon the material is on a line with the 
opposing members Band thatthese members 
are resilient transversely across their entire 75 
length, since they have the inherent spring 
action of the Wire from the bends a to their 
free ends bº. This is an important feature 
in a clasp of this character, as it permits the 
opposingfaces of the jawsto assume the de- 8o 
sired relation to conform to any inequalities 
or irregularities in the materials or articles 
to be clamped. In other Words, the diago 
nally-disposed free ends bº of the jaws have 
independent resiliency, so that Whether the 85 
material to be clamped is of equalor of ir 
regular thickness, or even of greater thick 
ness at one edge than the other, the jaws Will 
always retain their correct relation and pre 
serve the line of contact from end to end. 9o 
A clasp provided with jaws of this char 

acteris capable of a Wide range ofusefulness 
andis particularly desirable for the purpose 
set forth herein. • 

What I desire to Secure by Letters Patent 95 
and claim is-- 
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1. A clasp comprising a body portion lying 
in one planeand jaws at right anglesthereto, 
the body portion provided with means for 
holding the jaws normally closed, and said 
jaws being independently resilient. 

2. A clasp made of a single length ofspring 
Wire, and consisting of a resilient body por 
tion lying in one plane, and the jaws disposed 
atright anglesthereto, said jaWs being curved 
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or bent out Ward from each other centrally, Io 
and said jaws being independently resilient. 

In testimony whereof I afix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ARAD WARD EVANS. 
Witnesses: 

GEORGE W. BAGG, 
W. S. GORGES. 

  


