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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES W. ANDERSON, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

PLATFORM FOR HOD-ELEVATORS.

1,326,896.
Application filed April 11,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Cusrres W. Axpen-
SoN, residing at Brooklyn, in the county of
Kings and State of New York, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Platforms for Hod-Elevators, of which the
following is a specification.

This Invention relates to an improved
platform for hod elevators or the like.

The object of the invention is to provide
a simple, durable and efficient platform de-
vice adapted to move with the elevator chain
for conveyance of articles of different do-
scriptions, such for instance as a bucket,
building blocks, or the like,

A further object is to so construct the de-
vice as to provide retaining flanges at all
appropriate points, and to arrange certain
of the retaining flanges to constitute stiffen-
ing elements for the device to the end that
maximum strength is obtained from s mini-
mum weight of material.

A further object is to so arrange the parts
of the device that the device may be readily
connected to or disconnected from the elo-
vator chain at will, so that when discon-
nected the parts will lie in a compact and
easily transportable.condition.

Other objects and aims of the invention,
more or less specific than those referred to
above, will be in part obvious and in part
pointed out in the course of the following
description of the “elements, combinations,
arrangements of parts and applications of
principles, constifuting the invention; and
the scope of protection contemplated will be
indicated in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings which are
to be taken as a part of this specification,
and in which I have shown merely a pre-

ferred form of embodiment of the inven-

tion:

Figure 1 is a. vertical transverse sectional
view of a platform device constructed in
accordance with this invention, said section
being taken substantially upon the plane of
line 1 of Fig. 2, and illustrating the plat-
form in position upon an elevator chain. -

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the structure
shown in Fig. 1, parts. being illustrated in
horizontal section substantially upon the
plane of line IT of Fig. 1. -

Fig: 8-is a side elevational view of the
platform as it appears on the “down” lead
of the chain, ' :

Fig: 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detail
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sectional view talken upon the plane of line
IV of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a similar enlarged plan view of
the parts shown in Fig. 4, a portion of the
structure being broken away and illustrated
in section.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary eleva-
tional view illustrating the manner of con-
ne(czlting the brace rods to the elevator chain,
an

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary plan
view, partly in section, showing the manner
of connecting certain of the parts.

Referring to the drawings for describing
In detail the structure which is illustrated
therein, the reference character I indicates
the “up” lead of an elevator chain and G
the “down” lead thereof. The . platform
comprises a horizontal part H and a di-
agonal brace part A, the horizontal part be-
ing connected by its inner end to the chain
and the diagonal brace part extending from
the outer end of the horizontal part diag-
onally inwardly to the chain. As illustrated
in the drawing the diagonal brace part A
extends upwardly from the horizontal part
on the “up” lead of the chain and down-
wardly on the “down” lead of the chain.
The diagonal brace part extends upwardly
on the “up” lead of the chain for the reason
that the platform usnally carries more of n
load when ascending than when descending
and the brace part constitutes an efficient
guard for the load as will be presently ap-
parent.

The horizontal part H is made up of a
pair of side members 1 and 9 spaced apart.
Their outer ends are connected by means of
a tie rod N and their inner ends are slotted
as at 3 to engage one of the cross bars 4 of
the chain. The slots 8 extend inwardly from
the ends of the members 1 and 2 and latch
members 5 are arranged for engaging the
cross bars to retain the slots 8 in position
over the cross bar. These latches 5 are pivot-
ally connected to the side members 1and 2 as
at 6, the pivot being substantially in linc
with the longitudinal axes of the slots 3.
Each latch has a slot 7 formed therein at its
free end for engaging the cross bar. The
slots 7 are arranged at right angles to the
slots 8, that is transversally of the length of
the latches. This arrangement is clearly in-
, When the latches are
swung.downwardly to engage over the cross
bars wall parts 8 stand to engage the oross
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2

bar to positively close the open ends of the
slots 3.
Any suitable means may be employed. for

retaining the latches in latching position.

The means illustrated comprises: thumb .
cerews 9 which have threaded engagement-
with the latches and are adapted to be moved.

into and out of engagement through open-
ings 10 formed in the side members 1 and 2.
The threads upon the end portion of .the
screws are preferably mutilated as indi-
cated at 11 so as to prevent entire displace-
ment of the screws from the latches while
yet permitting introduction and removal
from the openings 10.

A base plate 12 of sheet metal or the like
is supported between the side members 1 and
9. This base plate has side flanges 18 which
are connected to the side members 1 and 2
preferably by rivets 14. A flange 15 1s
formed along the outer end edge of the base
plate and a double flange 16—17 is formed
along the inner edge of the base plate. As
15:is turned

downwardly and the main flat portion of

the base plate stands in a plane below. the

horizontal plane of the tie rod N so that.said

tie rod serves in effect, as a flange or barrier.
with relation to the flat upper surface of the,

base plate to prevent likelihood of articles

gliding off of the forward edge of the base
plate.  This is important, as it will be seen

from comparison with Fig. 8 that the flange

15 is left to project upwardly when the ele--

vator moves to the “down” lead of the chain.
The tie rod N thus serves a double purpose
of connecting parts together and all serving
as a guard member.

The double flanges 16—17 at the rear edge
of the base plate mutually strengthen the

structure and serves equally well as a guard:
member whether upon the “up” lead or the

“down” lead of the chain.

The diagonal brace part A is made up, of
two members, as 18 and 19 spaced apart and
disposed one adjacent each of the side mem-
bers 1 and 2. As viewed in Fig. 1, the lower
ends of the members 18 and 19 are pivotally
connected to the outer ends of the members
1 and 2 by means of the tie rod-N. The de-

tails of the pivotal connections are clearly.
shown in Fig. 7 in which figure the side.

member 1 and the brace member. 18 . are
shown to have mating -apertures 20 there-
through through which the tie rod extends,
a nut or the like as 21 being connected to the
outer end of the tie rod.

The upper_ends of -the braces 18 and 19

are connected to one of the cross.bars 4 of

the chain-in a manner similar to that de-.
seribed for the side members 1 and 2. . The.
details of the parts at the upper ends of the.
braces 18 and 19 for making- connections.
with the chain are seen in Fig, 6 in which the,
reference. numerals 22 indicates a latch-
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which is pivotally connected to the member
18 as at 28. A thumb screw 24 is carried

‘by. the latch for engaging in an aperture 25

in the same manner as described with refer-
ence. to the latch 5. The end portion of

‘the member 18 is provided with a: slot 26
which extends diagonally from: the under

edge of the member. The latch 22 is formed
with a diagonal slot 27 which is similar to
the slot 26 except that the slot 27 -extends.
into the latch from the upper  edge. In
connecting these parts with the cross bar
of the chain the cross bar is simultaneously:
induced into the slots 26—27, the latches 22
automatically moving to.bring -the thamb
serews 27 into alinement with the openings
95 as the-cross bar reaches the ends of the
slots. There.is no tendency for the. cross
rods to move out of .the slots when the
platform is upon the “up” lead of the chain
and the engagement: of the thumb screws
with the apertures 25 will prevent movement-
of the latches and thereby prevent displace-
ment of the cross rod when the platform is.
on the “down” lead of the -chain.

Tt is obvious from the above description
that the device may be readily attached to
or removed from the chain at will and that,
by reason of the pivotal .connection of the.
brace members 18 and 19 with the side mem-
bers 1 and 2 said brace members are free to
swing substantially into parallelism . with
the side membeis 1 and.2 when detached
from the chain thus producing a contracted
arrangement of the parts at such times. as
the device is not connected with the chain.

The side members 1 and 2 may be formed
with extensions 28 if desired said extensions
being attached to serve as stiffening means
and to constitute suitable guard means for
any. article carried by, the platform while.on
the “down” lead of the chain..

Although. the drawing illustrates the. side
members of the platform to be formed with
offset_portions as 29 it will be understood
that this'is only. an expedient to accommo-
date a given size of platform to a given
width of elevator chain and may be.an offset
in either -direction or may be -omitted en-
tirely. ' ’ ‘

As many
construction without. departing from the
scope.of the. invention as defined in the fol-
lowing. claims, it is intended that all mat-
ter contained in the above. description or.
shown jin the accompanying drawings, shall
be interpreted as illustrative only and not
in a.limiting: sense. .-

Having thus described my invention what.
T claim as new and desire to obtain by Let-
ters Patent is: . '

1. A platform for hod elevators.or the like
comprising a body member and a brace mem-
ber, and means connecting sald members:tos-
gether constituting a guard member. ex-

changes could be made in this.
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tending
member.

2. A platform for hod elevators or the
like comprising a body member and brace
members the body member being made up of
a base plate and opposite side members, and
means connecting the side members with
the brace members constituting a guard ex-
tending along the forward edge of the base

late.
P 3. In a platform for hod elevators a body
member and a brace member therefor, the
body member comprising a base plate and
opposite side members, and the base plate
having a flange at one edge thereof con-
stituting a guard with respect to one sur-
Tace of the base plate, the combination there-
with of means connecting the brace member
with the body member constituting a guard
with respect to the opposite surface of the
base plate. ‘

4. A platform for hod elevators or the

along the forward edge of the body

a

like, comprising a body member and braco
members therefor, and means for detach-

ably connecting said body member and brace -

members with the elevator chain, said means
comprising separately formed parts pivot-
ally connected with said membérs and havy-
Ing coacting slots therein adjustable to in-
terlock with the elevator chain, means piv-
otally connecting said separately . formed
parts with said members, the coacting slots
n said parts and members respectively be-
ing disposed at an angle to each other, to-
gether with retaining means to retain said
separately formed parts in position with
said slots engaging the elevator chain.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES W. ANDERSON.

Witnesses :
L. Gessrorp Hanpy,
GusTav (GENZLINGER.



