
Feb. 12, 1952 J. V. SCHAFER 2,585,690 
ADJUSTABLE ATTACHMENT FOR SHIRT COLLARS 

Filed April 29, 1950 

J7, 7 x- 7 INVENTOR. 
Jo H My M. 5 CHA FER2 

ATTOR NEW 

  

  



Patented Feb. 12, 1952 

UNITED STATEs P 
2,585,690 : 

2,585,690 

ADJUSTABLEATTACHMENT FoRSHIRT 
COLLARS 

John v. Schafer, Bronson, Mich. 
Application April 29, 1950, serial No. 159,086 

: 
This invention relates-generally-to-an-attach 

ment for wearing apparel and more particularly 
is directed to an attachment adapted for use with 
the collardfashirt. 

Practically every person has experienced the 
uncomfortable feeling and uneasiness that results 
from wearing a shirt of which the collar is rela 
tively tight on the neck. Ofttimes the choking 
effect produced by a tight collar on a dress-shirt 
is such that the shirt can no longer-be-used with 
satisfaction. It is, of course, recognized that a 
tight collar is ordinarily due to shrinkage and/or 
growth of an individual. 
One of the principal objects of the subject in 

"vention is to provide an attachment or expander ill 
that can be readily applied to a tight collar to 
expand or increase its size and thereby prolong 
the useful life of the shirt. 
More specifically, the invention contemplates 

the utilization of an attachment constructed of 
resilient material and which is so designed-and 
constructed that it offers just-Stifficient resilience 
to automatically compensate for variable-dimen 
“sions in theneckbands of collars and shirts and 
maintain allportions thereof in proper conform 
ing relationship with the neck of a weareri with 
"outimiparting a binding effect. : 

Another object of the invention is to provide an 
"attachment which is light in weight, economical 
to manufacture and when properly applied to a 3 
'collar will be substantially concealed from-view. 
A significanti-object of the invention is to pro 

vide an 'attachment comprised of a flat elongated 
resilient body and a fasteners such as: a, button 
detachably connected to the body. 
An additional object of the invention is to pro 

videran attachment in which the extremities of 
the elongated resilient body are provided with cor 
responding slots, either, of which may be usedito 
receive a button integral with the collar-and $4 
{wherein an intermediate portion of 'the's body is 
“provided witha hole or aperture for receiving the 
stem of a detachable collar, button. 

Ai specific object: df the invention is to provide 
a novel detachable collar button constructed of 
plastic or the equivalent-and having substantially 
corresponding enlarged round ends secured in 
parallel relation by a cylindrical stem. More 
particularly in this-respect, the detachable collar 
button is: preferably of such character that it 5 
may be:reversibly connected-to-the-resilient-body 

* of the attachment and thereby promote the range 
'of adaptability of the attachment to a shirt collar. 
Moreover, the ends of the detachable-button are preferably relatively thin and of such a size that 

8-Claims. (CI, 2-141) 

25 a unique method of assembling a button of 

“they serve to stabilize the body of the attachment 
:as well as those portions of the collar which 
“carry the attachment. - 

Another object of the invention is to provide 
the 

character just referred to with the body of the 
attachment, which method consists in stretching 
the body to enlarge the hole, inserting either end 
of the button through the hole, and then allow 

-10 ing the body to return to its normali-shape, so 
that the stem of the button will be reeeived in the 
hole and the enlarged ends of the button will be 
arranged on opposite sides of the body. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an attachment of the character above referred to 
in which the hole or aperture in the intermediate 
portion of the body is located at one side of the 
center of its length and the inner end of one slot 
is located closer to the hole than the inner end 
of the other slot. When a detachable collar but 
ston is received in the aperture in the body of an 
-attachment of this description, the attachment 
can be applied to a tight shirt collar in any one 
of a number of positions and thereby promote its 
trange of adaptability of use with collars of various 
sizes. The arrangement is preferably such that 
when the attachment is in use, one extremity of 
"its body will overlie the inner surface of a portion 
-of-the neck band and engage the neck of the 
wearer to assist in imparting stability to the col 
lar in general at its front. The-attachment auto 
matically compensates; for variable dimensional 
factors in collar construction. - 
A still further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a modified attachment in which the body is 
provided with a plurality of holes or apertures 

: between slots for the purpose of providing greater 
adaptability of application of the attachment. 
*Otheri objects and advantages of the invention 

will become evident-after the description herein 
after set forth is considered in conjunction with 
the drawing annexed hereto. - 
In the drawing, wherein like parts ori elements 

rare identified by the same numerals: 
Figure 1 is a front view of a dress-shirt show 

ing one type of an 'attachment embodying the 
invention applied thereto; 

(Figure 2 is a top view of the assembly illus 
strated in Figure-1 looking in the direction of the 
arrows2. -2; 

Figure 33-issaniedge view of the attachme 
Figure 4 is a side elevational view of the: 

stachment illustrated in Figure23; . . . 
'Figures 5-issa side elevational viewishowing the 

  

  



3 
body of the attachment, the detachable button 
being omitted; 

Figure 6 is a view showing the body of the 
attachment stretched to a position whereby to 
permit entry of either end of the detachable 
button through the hole or aperture located be 
tween the slots provided in said body; and 

Figure 7 is a side elevational view similar to 
Figure 5 showing a modified body of an attach 
ment provided with a plurality of holes inter 
mediate a pair of slots. 

5 
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Referring first to Figures 1 through 6 of the 
drawing, numerals and 2 represent the front 
panel portions or Sections of a conventional 
dress shirt and 3 is a collar having a neck band 
4. The neck band 4 is provided with a conven 
tional button 5 permanently secured at one 
end thereof and a button hole at its other end. 
The attachment generally designated is con 

structed of a desirable stretchable or resilient 
material Such as rubber, and includes, among 
other things, an elongated flat relatively thin 
body 8 and a detachable collar button 9. More 
specifically, the body is preferably of a uniform 
thickness and width with its extremities rounded 
as illustrated. The body is provided with a pair 
of corresponding slots 0 and it, either of which 
will receive the button 5 permanently secured to 
the shirt. These slots are aligned and located 
on the longitudinal medial line of the body with 
the outer ends of the slots disposed equal dis 
stances from the ends of the body. Each slot 
is generally rectangular in shape and is defined 
by a pair of longitudinal marginal edges 2 and 
arcuate end edges. 3. 
The body 8 is also provided with a round hole 

Or aperture 4 of a relatively small diameter for 
receiving the cylindrical stem 5 of the detach 
able collar button 9. This hole is located in the 
body between and in alignment with the slots 
fo and . . More specifically, it is disposed at 
one side of the midpoint of the body closer to 
the inner end of one slot than the inner end 
of the other slot, as clearly exemplified in Fig 
lures 3 and 4 of the drawing, the purpose of 
which will be explained more in detail subse 
quently. - 

The detachable collar button is of a one-piece 
construction and made of a suitable plastic 
material. This button includes a pair of en 
larged round ends 6 and 7 which are secured 
in relatively close parallel relationship by the 
cylindrical stem 5. The ends, 6 and 7 may be 
of the same diameter and thickness but for con 

; venience in securing the button to the body and 
in applying the attachment the diameter of the 
end 6 is preferably made slightly smaller. The 
space between the ends 6 and 7 is substantially 

- equal to or slightly greater than the combined 
thicknesses of the body 8 and the extremity 6 
of the neck band. 
The unique method of assembling the button 

9. With the body 8 consists in manually grasping 
the extremities of the body of resilient material 
and stretching it more or less as exemplified in 
Figure 6 to elongate the hole 4, forcibly insert 
ing the end 6 of the button through the hole 
and then allowing the body to return to its orig 
inal shape so that the stem will be received in 
the hole and the ends of the button will be air 
ranged on opposite sides of the body as shown 
in Figures 3 and 4. The arrangement is such 
that either end of the button may be inserted 
into the hole from either side of the body. This 
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setup facilitates rapid assembly of the compon 
ents comprising the attachment. 
The procedure in applying the attachment to 

the neck band of a collar or a shirt is compara 
tively simple. It is preferably accomplished by 
merely inserting the button 5 on the band into 
the slot 0 in the body of the attachment and 
then inserting the end 7 of the detachable but 
ton 9 on the body forwardly through the button 
hole or slot 6 in the neck band so that the var 
ious components will assume the Overlapping re 
lationship as illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 of the 
drawing. 
When applied in this manner the body 8 of the 

attachment will automatically conform to the 
neck of the wearer. Attention is directed to the 
fact that one extremity of the body 8, or more 
specifically, that portion to the right of the button 
9 as viewed in Figure i, is adapted to engage the 
neck of the Wearer and thereby aSSist in fric 
tionally holding the attachment in place. It will 
also be noted that the thickness of the end 6 of 
the button 9 substantially corresponds to the 
thickness of the neck band. Moreover, that the 
diameter of the stem 5 and the diameters of the 
ends 6 and 7 of the button 9 are such that when 
the attachment is secured in place as illustrated 
in Figures 1 and 2, the attachment and portions 
of the neck band will be held or maintained in 
proper relative relationship to prevent binding, 
pinching or buckling. The attachment may 
stretch to some extent in use but any force created 
by stretching does not produce any material effect 
on the neck of the Wearer. 
Although the attachment is preferably applied 

as described above, it is, of course, recognized that 
it may be applied to a neck band in a different 
way. For example, the enlarged end of the 
detachable button 9 may be projected outwardly 
through the button hole slot 6 in the neck band 
and the button 5 on the neck band may then be 
inserted through the slot of the body 8 of the 
attachment. - 

As pointed out above, the attachment may be 
applied to a shirt in more than one operative 
position. As illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 of the 
drawings, the attachment is shown in a position 
to obtain the maximum benefit of the distance be 
tween the slot () and the hole 4 in the body 8. 
If the collar is inclined to be too loose when the 
attachment is in this position, it may be turned 
and applied so that the detachable button 9 is 
received in the button hole 6 of the neck band and 
the button 5 is received in the slot . This re 
versal will reduce in some measure the size of the 
collar or neck band because the longitudinal dis 
tance between the aperture 4 and the button hole 
or slot if is slightly less than the distance between 
the aperture and the button hole or slot 0. . 
In practically all cases the use of one attach 

ment Will be Sufficient but if necessary, a second 
attachment may be readily applied to the shirt 
as illustrated in Figure 1. 

Figure 7 of the drawing exemplifies a modified 
attachment in which a pair of apertures 8 and 
A 9 are arranged between a pair of button holes or 
Slots 20 and 2. It will be noted that the aper 
tures 8 and 9 are located on opposite sides of the 
mid-point of the body with the hole f8 disposed 
a greater distance from the slot 20 than hole f 9 
is with respect to slot 2?. With this unique ar 
rangement it will be evident that the attachment 
can be applied to a collar in four different ways 
to increase and vary its size. This feature and 
the fact that the body may stretch provides an 
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attachment that has an exceedingly wide range of 
adaptability. 

Having thus described my invention, it is ob 
Vious that various modifications may be made in 
the same without departing from the spirit of the 
invention, and, therefore, I do not wish to be un 
derstood as limiting myself to the exact forms, 
constructions, arrangements, and combinations 
of the parts herein shown and described. 

I claim: 
1. An attachment for the neck band of a 

shirt comprising an elongated body having a 
button hole at each end thereof for selectively 
receiving a button on the neck band, and a 
button secured to the body between the holes 
and adapted to be received in a button hole in 
the neck band, 

2. An attachment for the neck band of a shirt 
comprising an elongated body having a slot ad 
jacent each end thereof for selectively receiving 
a button on the neck band, an opening in said 
body arranged between and unequally spaced 
from Said slots, and a button detachably secured 
in Said opening. 

3. An attachment for expanding a shirt collar 
consisting of a resilient body having a pair of 
apertures therein and a pair of separate button 
holes provided in the body between the apertures, 
Said apertures being arranged so that one is 
closer to One hole than the other is to the other 
hole, and a button having a projection Secured 
in One hole and capable of being removed and 
then received in the other hole. 

4. An attachment for a shirt collar consisting 
of a flat elongated resilient rubber body having 
a button hole and a pair of apertures therein 
with one of the apertures located closer to the 
hole than the other, and a button having a 
projection removably received in one aperture 
and capable of being removably received in the 
other aperture. 

5. An attachment for a Shirt collar consisting of 
a flat elongated resilient rubber body having a pair 
of separate button holes and a pair of Separate 
apertures located between the holes, and a button 
having a projection removably received in one 
of the apertures and capable of being removably 
received in the other aperture. 

6. An expander for a shirt collar consisting of 
an elongated flat resilient body having an aper 

O 

6 
received in the aperture, and a button hole pro 
vided in each extremity of the body. 

7. A shirt having a collar, a button hole at 
One end of the collar and a button at its other 
end spaced from the hole, an elongated mem 
ber, a button carried by an intermediate portion 
of the member and received in the button hole 
of the collar, a first slot provided in one extremity 
of the member establishing connection with the 
button. On the collar, and a second slot pro 
vided in the other extremity of the member, the 
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ture therein intermediate its extremities, a button 

arrangement being Such that the member can 
be turned So that the button on the collar can 
be received in either slot. 

8. A conventional shirt collar having an inner 
portion provided With a button at its Outer side 
and an outer portion provided with a hole for 
normally receiving Said button, a detachable 
connector comprising an elongated body inter 
posed between and in conforming relationship 
with the inner and outer portions of the collar, 
and fastening means secured to the body sub 
stantially midway its length and received in the 
hole of the outer portion of the collar, Said body 
also being provided With a hole adjacent one 
extremity receiving the button on the inner por 
tion of the collar for connecting the said por 
tions together with the other extremity of the 
body extending inwardly for an appreciable dis 
tance in overlapping engagement with the inner 
surface of the outer portion of the collar. 

JOHN W. SCHAFFER 
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