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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

Stanley E. Nilson, Chicago, Ill., assignor to Fiat 
Metal Manufacturing Co., Chicago, Ill., a cor 
poration of Illinois 

Application January 18, 1945, Serial No. 53,331 
(C.189-2) 5. Cairns. 

1. 
The present invention relates to shower cabi 

nets and is particularly directed to improvements 
to the connection of the side and back walls of 
the shower cabinet to the receptor portion of the 
cabinet and to each other. 

It is the principal purpose of my invention to 
provide an improved shower cabinet wherein 
the sheet metal walls are so connected with each 
Other and with the upstanding metal flange of the 
receptor as to eliminate exposure of any of the 
raw edges of metal to water. 

It is a further purpose of the invention to pro 
vide connecting means whereby the shower cabi 
net walls may be mounted to the receptor flange 
and to the corner frames of the cabinet Without 
using metal Screws and Washers. 

It is a further purpose of the invention to pro 
vide a shower cabinet construction wherein the 
assembly of the walls on the receptor and the 
connection of the walls to each other may be ac 
complished with considerable saving of time and 
materials. 
The nature and advantages of my invention 

will appear more fully from the following de 
scription and the accompanying drawings where 
in a preferred form of the invention is shown. 
It should be understood however, that the draw 
ings and description are illustrative only and are 
not to be taken as limiting the invention except 
insofar as it is limited by the claims. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shower cab 

inet embodying my invention. 
Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 

View taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 

3-3 of Figure 2; and 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view il 

lustrating the manner in which a side wall is in 
terlocked with a receptor fiange. 

Referring now to the drawings, Figure 1 illus 
trates a typical shower cabinet of the type to 
which my invention applies. A shower cabinet 
of this type usually comprises a receptor 5 that 
may be made of metal or of concrete or similar 
material. With a metal flange cast integral with 
the concrete. In all such devices to which my 
invention applies there is an upstanding flange 6 
of metal, and the side and back walls of the show 
er Cabinet are secured to this flange. The critical 
points in a shower cabinet are the raw edges 
of the metallic walls and the meeting lines of 
the Walls with each other and with the receptor. 
It is customary to provide a suitable surface on 
the metal walls to prevent their rusting or cor 
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2 
roding. The raw edges however, do not readily 
take Such protective Surfacing and remain diffi 
cult from the standpoint of attack by. Water. 
In accordance with my invention I construct 
the upstanding fange S. of the receptor 5 with 
its top edge bent over as indicated at 7 (see 
Figure 4). The flange is also bent downwardly 
as shown at 8 and is provided with spaced gaps 
9 through which corresponding parts provided 
on the side walls may pass to interlock with the 
flange. The gaps 9 are separated by depending 
portions. Con-the-fange, 
The showing in Figure 4 illustrates a side wall 
with its lower edge benthorizontally at 12 and 

then upwardly to provide spaced lugs f3, which 
lugs are slightly smaller than the gaps -9. The 
lugs 3 are separated by gaps 4-in the upturned 
portion of the side wall. The gaps 4 are just 
large enough size to receive the portions). The 
lugs 3 have the corners as shown at 5 to facil 
itate the connection of a side-wall with the flange 
6. The connection is made in the following fash 
ion. Assuming that the parts are in the position 
shown in Figure 4, the wall f is lowered until 
the part 2 thereof is substantially upon the ledge 
5cl of the receptor. 5. Then the wall is moved 
toward the flange 6 until the leading edges 5 of 
the lugs 3 are in a position that upon slight 
movement of the side Wall longitudinally of the 
fiange, these will catch behind the portions if O. 
Then the side wall is moved horizontally in a di 
rection parallel to the flange 6 to wedge the lugs 
3 behind the portions . This completes the 
connection of the side wall with the flange. 
The back corners of the shower cabinet have 

upstanding angle irons 6 that are adapted to seat 
down inside the fange 6. The portions and 8 
of the fiange 6 are cut away far enough to allow 
room for the angle iron 6. The angle iron. Over 
laps with the adjacent edges a and a of the 
side wall. and the back wall 7. In order to 
close the joint at the angles where the side walls 
and the back wall meet I provide a series of spring 
clips 8 at each corner. These spring clips are 
offset as shown at 9 and 20 so as to provide space 
between them and the angle iron 8 to receive the 
adjacent edges of the walls. Preferably the clips 
f8 are welded to the angle iron 6. Each of the 
clips 8 has wing portions 2 and 22 extending 
in Wardly and rounded as indicated at 23 and 24 to 
receive a projection 25 that is integral with a 
spring metal clip 26. The spring metal clip 26 
is mounted within a curved corner cover plate 
2. The clip 26 can be either in Small sections 
welded at intervals along the cover plate 27 or it 
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may be held in place entirely by Spring tension. 
The clip may be continuous for the full length 
of the cover plate or it may consist of Small Sec 
tion.S. 

In order that the advantages of the device 
may be fully understood, a brief description of 
the assembly of a shower cabinet upon a receptor 
5 Will now be given. The initial step in aSSemi 
bling the upright walls is to place the back Wall 
7 in position with the angle irons 6 at the Op 

posite side edges thereof. Next the side walls 
are interlocked with the receptor flange in the 
manner hereinbefore described and showed rear 
wardly until the edge portions if a. are forced 
into the space between the clips i8 and the angle 
irons 6. The side walls desirably have the front 
stiles 28 and 29 made integral therewith and the 
receptor flanges are cut away to pass the Walls 
as shown in Figure 1. After the Side walls are 
in place, the corner cover strip 2 with its clips 
26 is placed against each back corner and forced 
into the corner until the projection 25 is inter 
locked around the portions 23 and 24 of the clips 
8. The size of the corner cover plate 2 is made 
such that engagement of the clips 26 and 8 forces 
the corner cover plate snugly against the side and 
back walls. The only additional assembly neces 
sary is the securing of the head piece 30 at the 
top of the walls 28 and 29. This construction 
leaves the whole interior of the shower cabinet 
free of raw metal edges. It is also free of any 
screw heads or washers. There is no pocket in 
which the Water can be dropped to cause cor 
rosion. So the interior finish of the cabinet is 
fully protected. ASSembly is easy and requires 
no special tools of any kind. Sealed joints are 
unnecessary since the very nature of the con 
struction drains all the Water that strikes the 
Walls down into the receptor. 

It is believed that the nature and advantages of 
my invention will be clear to those skilled in this 
art upon reading the foregoing specification. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A shower cabinet comprising a receptor 

having an upstanding flange along the back and 
side walls thereof and having ledges extending 
in Ward froin Said fange at Said back and side 
wails, said flange having spaced downwardly ex 
tending lugs thereon, the free ends of said lugs 
being Spaced inward from the flange, cabinet 
Walls having outwardly turned lower edges rest 
ing on said ledges, and upstanding lugs on the 
Said walls Spaced therefrom and engaging be 
tween the lugs on the flange and the upstand 
ing portion of Said flange. 

2. A shower cabinet comprising a receptor 
having a flange along the back and side walls 
thereof, Said flange comprising an upstanding 
body portion having an inturned portion at the 
top thereof and a depending portion spaced from 
Said upstanding body portion, the depending por 
tion being provided with spaced gaps separated 
by depending lugs, cabinet walls engaged and 
Supported by the receptor, said walls having 
their lower edges turned outwardly and each 
having an upstanding portion on the outwardly 
directed edge thereof spaced from the Wall on 
which the same is provided, said upstanding por 
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4. 
tions having lugs separated by gaps of such width 
as to receive the lugs. On the depending portions 
of said flange, whereby the walls may be inter 
locked with the flange by moving the walls later 
ally against the flange and then lengthwise of the 
flange to bring the wall lugs behind the depend 
ing flange lugs. 

3. A shower cabinet comprising a receptor 
having a flange along the back and side walls 
thereof, said flange comprising an upstanding 
body portion having an inturned portion at the 
top thereof and a depending portion spaced from 
Said upstanding body portion, the depending por 
tion being provided with Spaced gaps separated 
by depending lugs, cabinet walls engaged and 
supported by the receptor, said walls having their 
lower edges provided with lugs on the exterior 
thereof Spaced from said walls for engagement 
with the depending lugs on the flange. 

4. A corner connection for shower cabinets 
comprising an angle iron having clips fixed to the 
inner angle thereof, said clips having side por 
tions each provided with an offset therein to pro 
Wide a portion extending parallel to the legs of 
said angle iron spaced therefrom to form wall 
receiving sockets between said portions and the 
angle iron, and a corner cover plate having pro 
jecting latch means and having its side edges bent 
back to extend Substantially parallel to the legs of 
Said angle iron whereby to engage and press 
against Side Walls placed inside the legs of the 
angle iron, said clips having spring catch portions 
extending inwardly from the portions thereof 
Spaced froin Said legs adapted to receive the pro 
jecting latch means. 

5. A corner connection for shower cabinets 
Comprising an angle iron having clips fixed to the 
inner angle thereof, said clips having side por 
tions each provided with an offset therein to 
provide a portion extending parallel to the legs of 
Said angle iron and spaced therefrom to form 
Wall receiving sockets between said portions and 
the angle iron, a corner cover plate having its side 
edges bent back to provide flanges thereon ex 
tending substantially parallel to the legs of said 
angle iron whereby to engage face to face with 
Walls engaged within said sockets in spaced rela 
tion to Said sockets, and latching means com 
prising laterally extending portions engaged with 
Said flanges and projecting latch means, said 
clips having Spring catch portions extending in 
Wardly from the portions thereof spaced from 
Said legs receiving the projecting latch means. 

STANLEY E. NILSON. 
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