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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, LEWIS LEWIS, of Iron-
ton, in the county of Lawrence and State of
Ohio, have invented a new and Improved
Hitching Device, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a side view of my new and im-
proved horse hitching device as it appears
when closed, and Fig. 2 is a similar view as
it appears when open.

The invention will first be described in con-
nection with the ‘drawings, and then pointed
out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
main body orstock of the device. To the op-
posite edges of this are secared the- spring
hooks or jaws B B, that are adapted to be
opened, asshown in Fig. 2, or closed, asshown
in Fig. 1, in which latter positionthe jawsare
adapted to grasp a hitching-post, tree, or other
object for holding the horse.

Through the stock A passes loosely the rod
C. To the outer end of this is attached the
eye-plate ¢, to which a strap, small rope, or
chain may be attached. To the inner end of
the rod C is secured the D-shaped plate C/,
and to this is secured one end of thetwo springs
D D, the opposite ends being attached to the
inner edges of the jaws B B, as shown. .

‘Within the central space, B, of the stock A

the rod O is formed or provided with the col-

lar d, and upon the rod C is placed the coiled
spring F, that acts between the said collar d
and the lower end of the stock, so-as to assist
in forcing the rod C from its position shown in

Fig. 2 to that shown in Fig. 1, and thisspring 40
also acts to hold the jaws in closed position.

To open the jaws forattaching the device to
or detaching it from any object to which the
horse may be hitched, the rod C must be forced
toward the points of the jaws,which will per- i3
mit them to be opened by the hands of the user;
then upon releasing the jaws the springs D
D F will draw the jaws closed, so that the
jaws will hold very firmly to any object to
which they are applied. g0

The device is very practical, strong, and
cheap, and convenient, as it-may be very
quickly attached to and detached from the bit-
ring.

Having thus described my invention, whatT 55
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— ’

1. In a hitehing device, the combination,
with the stock, the rod sliding in bearings
therein, and an expansiblespring onsaid rod, 60"
of the spring-jaws secured at one end to the
stock, and springs connecting the sliding rod
with said jaws, all arranged and adapted to
operate substantially as set forth.

2. As an improved article of manufaciure, 65
a hitching device consisting of the stock A,
the spring-arms B, havingatendency tospring
outward, the sliding rod C, having an eye, ¢,
collar d, and end piece, ¢/, thesprings D, con-
nected to the lower end of the rod Cand to the 7o
jaws B, as shown, and the expansible spring
F on the rod C, between the collar d and the
stock, substantially as set forth.

LEWIS LEWIS.

Witnesses:
Davip R. EDWARDS,
A, A. MONTGOMERY.



