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To all wkom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Harry Orsmax, a
citizen of Austria, resuhno at Newark, in
the county of Essex and State of New Jer-
have invented an Improvement in

specification.
This invention relates to lunch boxes and

more particularly to that type of lunch box
which is so constructed that the parts or:

walls thereof may be folded to the set up
position to contain the lunch and may be

also folded to a collapsed position so as to

be flat and thus readily adapted to be car-
ried in the: pocket of the user or otherwise.
It will be understood, however, that while I

~have illustrated and ‘will describe my in-
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vention as particularly adapted to a lunch

box the use thereof will not be 'so limited.

I am aware that heretofore various forms
of collapsible lunch boxes and similar re-
ceptacles have been proposed, and also that
in these constructions the Walls of the box
are so made and - connected that. the parts
thereof are foldable to position for use and

“also foldable to a collapsed position when
In the common forms of such
with . which- T “am ac--
quainted it is not possible in view of the’

not in use.
boxes, however,

manner in which the parts of the box are

connected to make any part of the walls:

of the box or all the walls thereof lie flat
or'in substantially the same plane as when
the box is open, and inasmuch as in the use

of these lunch boxes it is often desirable in .

order to have a clean place on which the

lunch contained 'in the box may be eaten

to provide a flat surface or table for this
purpose, and one object of my invention is

~to so construct a lunch ‘box that either all-

the walls or a portion thereof may be' un-

folded and caused to lie flat so that the’

- thus flattened: walls of the box when un-
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folded may be utilized as a:table, the con-

struction being “such that predetermmed
walls of the box may be maintained in a

set up position to act as a retainer for the"
lunch' contained . in the box, while other-

predetermined walls may be unfolded to a
flattened condition to- serve as a table. “Also

so-far as I am aware in boxes of this type

as ordinarily constructed there is no pro-

vision. ‘made for: adequately securing the:

walls or parts of the box together “When

either in a set up or a collapsed pos1t10n,

 Serial No‘447402 '

and 1t is therefore a further object of my

~invention to provide a collapsible lunch box

so constructed that the parts thereof may be
secured or locked together. both when the
parts are set up as a container and also
when the parts are collapsed when'not in
use, and as constructed the lock or latch
cmployed 1s one that is adapted to secure
the parts of the box in position either when
in ‘an assembled condition or when in a
collapsed condition, that is to say the latch
or locking feature 1s a unitary one for per-
forming its function when. the box is either
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set- up or collapsed, as will be heremaﬂ"ter .

more particularly described.
- In the dr awing: '
Figure 1 is'a pelcpectlve view 1l1uqtrat-

ing a lunch box made in accordance with

my invention and showing the parts -as

partially opened_for use with pledetermmed

walls maintained in a set up position to re-

tain the lunch, while other Walls are ‘un-.

folded and caused to lie flat in order that
the same may be utilized as a table.
Fig. 2 is'a plan view of the box with all

the palts thereof in an extended or ﬁattened,

condition.
Hig. 3 is a plan of the box with: the part°
in their Tolded or collapsed _positions, and
Fig, 4 is a cerspectlve view showing the
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box with the parts folded to the set up

position for use.

Referring to the drawing, the. lunch box. -
made in accordance ‘with this invention is

composed of a plurality of walls made of

sheet metal or other similar material as is
customary in the art to which this inven-
tion relates.
or hottom wall 10 to which there is piv-
otally connected an end wall 11.. This end
wall ‘at its outer edge is turned over as in-
dicated ‘at 12, providing between the same
and the adjacent portion of the end wall

‘& pocket 13, the end “wall 11 being hinged

or plvotally connected to the’ edoe of the-
bottom - member 10 ‘at one end thereof as
indicated at 14. Similarly at the other end -
edcre of the bottom 10 there is an end wall

- At its outer edge this is inturned as
mdlcated at 16 to provide a pocket between
the inturned end and the adjacent portion

tHY

These walls include a base

iy
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of the end Wall as indicdated at 17 and the '

end wall 15 is pivotally connected to-the
end edge of the bottormn 10 as indicated at’
18. - The front wall‘is indicated at 19 and-
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- this is pivotally connected to the front edge

&L
AL

of the bottom 10 as indicated at 20.
one end the front wall 19 is provided with

a flap 21 which is pivotally connected there-

o

to- as- indicated” at- 22.- Similarly at the
opposite end of the front wall 19 there is
a flap 23 which is pivotally connected there-
to as indicated at 24. In this front wall
19 and in a suitable position therein there
‘is provided a revoluble latch member 25
which is connected thereto by a pivot 28 ov
otherwise so as to readily turn on the pivot.
- The box also includes a rear wall 27 svhich
1s pivotally connected to the other long edge
of the base .10 as indicated at 28. At one end
the rear wall 27 is provided with a ‘flap 29
pivotally connected thereto as indicated at
30 and this flap 29 ig similar in eonstruction
to the flap 23. At its opposite end the rear
wall 27 is provided with a flap 31 which is
pivotally connected thereto as indicated at
32, and this flap 31 is similar to the flap 21,
all these flaps being similarly constructed
and adapted to slide in the pockets 13 and
17 in assembling or setting up the parts of
the box for use. S : :

The box also includes a top member 33

which, along one long edge, is. pivotally con-
nected to the opposite long edge of the rear

member 27 as indicated at 84. At itsiend

the top member 83is turned-over and thus
provided with extensions indicated at 35 and
36, and. pivotally connected to the top mem-

ber 33 along its opposite long edge is a flap.

87, the. pivotal connection being  indicated
at 38. - In this flap member 37 a slot or open-
ing 39 is provided to receive the latch 25 as
will be hereinafier explained.

The top member may furthermore be pro-

' vided, with a suitable handle which, as in-
dicated, may. .nclude a pair of U-shaped:

straps 40 made of wire or -other suitable
material and engage at their extremities by

hooks 41 which are secured in the top mem-.

ber in any desired manner and-also a bar 42

which extends between the -shaped strapns.

. 40.and is pivotally connected thereto so that
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the parts of the handle may be raised from.

the surface of the top member by the ex-
tremities: of the U-shaped: straps turning in
the hooks 41 and the:U-shaped straps turn-
ing .in the ends of the bar.

be swung -to position so:that it will le sub-

 stantially-flush with the outer surface of the .

top member.
In the use of the.lunch hox as herein-

before: described. the hinged- parts thereof.
may be: folded to the position:shown in Fig.:
2.1n which.they lie in-substantially the same

plane.. In- assembling the: parts, the end

members 11 and 15 are folded or turned to.
. positions: at.substantially right angles-to the .

bottom or base member 10:and. the flaps 21
and 23 are turned to similar positions rela-

; It will he.
equally obvious that this handle member may .
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tively to the front member 19. This front
member is: then turned or folded on the
hinge 20 so that the edges of the flaps 21
and 23 may be caused to respectively enter
the pockets 17 and 13 so that by the con-
tinued movement of the front member on its
hinge 20 the parts may be brought to the
positicn shown in Fig. 1. Similarly the
flaps 29 and 31. pivotally connected to the
rear member 27 may be turned to positions
at right angles thereto and the rear member
turned or folded on its hinge 28 and the

Haps 29 and 31 caused to- enter the other

sides of the pockets 12 and 17 respectively
in order to complete the body of the box;
then the top member 33 may be turned to the
position as shown in Fig. 4 to close the box
and the flap 37 turned on the hinge 38 so-as
to lie .against the outer surface of the front
member 19. In turning the flap member
to position the latch 25 passes through the
slet or opening 39 in the flap making the
latch accessible exteriorly of the flap so that
the latch: may be turned to the position
shown in Fig. 4 in order to secure the parts.
of the box together. Obviously the rveverse
operations are necessary to open the box, and
in folding the same to.a flattened or col-
lapsed position the parts of the hox after
being: in: the position shown in Fig. 2 are
first changed from this position te one in.
which the end members 11 and 15 lie against
the surface of the base or bottom 10, the flaps
21 and 23 against the inner surface of the
front: member 19, and the flaps 29 and 31
against the inner surface of the rear mem-
ber 27. The front member is then turned
on-the-hinge 20 to lie against one surface of
the bottom  member, the rear member is
turned to lie against the other surface of
the bottom member, the top member-is then
turned on the hinge 34 to lie against the
then outer surface of the baclk member,
when;-as will be understood, the flap 37 will
be turned over -the free edge of the front
member 19 to lie against the outer surface.
thereof and in so doing the lateh 25 will
pass through.the opening of the slot 39 in
the flap making the latch accessible so as to

. be turned on.its pivot to engage-the flap

member and thus secure the parts in place
in their collapsed position. It will further-
more be noted that in the use of the box the
parts thereof may be turned to the position.
shown in Fig. 1 in which the base or bottom;
the front wall and the end walls are main-
tained in their assembled positions, while the:
rear: wall; the top member and its flap 87 ag
well as the flaps 29 and 31 attached to the
rear wall may be turned or folded so as to
lie substantially in the same plane as the
bottom member in order that the lunch or
other contents of the box may be undisturbed
and the unfolded portions of the box be
utilized as.a table. o :
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I claim as my invention: ,

1. A container comprising a base, end
walls hinged to said base, a front wall hinged
to the saild base, extensions connected to the
said front wall and adapted to be engaged
in portions of the said end walls, a rear wall
hinged to the said base, extensions connected
to the said rear wall and also adapted to be
engaged in portions of the said end walls,
and a top member hinged to the rear wall
and adapted to close the container so that
the walls may be turned to a set up position

and may also be turned to a collapsed posi-

tion, ,

2. A container comprising -a base, end
walls hinged to said base, a front wall
hinged to the said base, extensions connected
to the said front wall and adapted to be en-
gaged in portions of the said end walls, a
rear wall hinged to the said base, extensions
onnected to the said rear wall and also adapi-
ed to be engaged in portions of the said end
walls, a top member hinged to the rear wall
and adapted to close the container so that
the walls may be turned to a set up position
and may also be turned to a collapsed posi-
tion, and means connected to the front wall
and adapted to engage the top wall for se-
curing the walls of the container in place
both 1n a set up and in a collapsed position.

3. A container comprising a base, end

walls hinged to the opposite ends of the base;

a front wall hinged to-one side of the said
base, flaps hinged to the ends of .the front
wall adapted to be engaged in pockets pro-
vided therefor in the said end walls, a rear
wall hinged to the opposite side of the said
bage, flaps hinged to the ends of the said
rear wall and also adapted.to be engaged
in pockets provided therefor in' the said end
walls, and a top member hinged to the said

rear wall and adapted to clogse the said con-

tainer so that the walls may be thus turned
on the hinges to a set up position and may
also be turned to-a collapsed position.

4. A container comprising a base,  end

-walls hinged to the opposite ends of the base,

a front wall hinged to one side of the said
base, flaps hinged to the ends of the front
wall and adapted to be engaged in pockets
provided therefor in the said end walls; a

said base, flaps hinged to ‘the ends of the
said rear wall and also adapted to be en-
gaged in pockets provided therefor in the
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said end walls, a top member hinged to the
said rear wall and adapted to close the said
container so that the walls may be thus
turned on the hinges to a set up position and

also may be turned to a collapsed position,
and means connected to the front wall and

adapted to engage the said top wall for se-
curing the walls of the container in place
both in a set up and collapsed position.

5. A container comprising a - base, end
valls hinged to the opposite ends of the
base, a front wall hinged to one side of the
said base, flaps hinged to the ends of the
front walls and adapted to be engaged in
pockets provided therefor in the said end
walls, a rear wall hinged to the opposite side
of the said base, flaps hinged to the ends of
the said rear wall and also adapted to be en-
gaged in pockets provided therefor in the said
end walls, a top member hinged to the said
rear wall and adapted to close the said con-
tainer so that the walls may be thus turned

on the hinges to a set up position and may

also be turned to a collapsed. position, a flap
linged to the said top wall, and means con-
nected to said front wall and adapted to en-
gage said flap for securing the walls in
place both in a set up and a collapsed posi-
tion. ’ .

6. A container comprising a base, end
walls hinged to the opposite ends of the
base, a front wall hinged to one side of the
said base, flaps hinged to the ends of the
front wall and adapted to be engaged in
pockets provided therefor in the said end

walls, a rear wall hinged to the opposite’

side of the said base, flaps hinged to the
ends of the said rear wall and also adapted
to be engaged in pockets provided therefor
in the said end walls, a top member hinged
to the said rear wall and adapted to close
the said container so that the wall may be
thus turned on the hinges to a set up posi-
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tion and may also be turned to a collapsed .

position, a flap hinged: to the said top wall,
and a latch associated with the front wall
and adapted to engage the last aforesaid
flap when the walls are in a set up position
and also when the walls are in a collapsed
position so -as to secure the walls in place

" when in either positions.
rear wall hinged to the opposite side of the -

Signed by me this 23rd day of December,
1920. , '

HARRY OLSHAN.,

100



