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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. 111 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

(Invention 1) claims 1, 3-11

Claims 1 and 3-11 have the special technical feature "a proximal end
portion of the coil is integrally Jjoined to the core wire at the time
of formation of the coil" and is therefore classified into Invention
1.

(Invention 2) claim 2

Claim 2 has a common technical feature with claim 1 classified into
Invention 1 of being "a guide wire having a coil externally mounted to
a distal end portion of a core wire."

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contents disclosed
in the document 1.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Further, claim 2 is not dependent on claim 1.

In addition, claim 2 has no relationship such that said claim 2 is
substantially same as or equivalent to anyclaimclassified into Invention
1.

Consequently, claim 2 cannot be classified into Invention 1.

Claim 2 has the special technical feature "the cross sectional shape
of the wire material constituting the coil varies along the length of
the coil”™ and is therefore classified into Invention 2.

Document 1: JP2001-238962 A (NipponLifelLineCo., Ltd.), 04 September
2001 (04.09.2001), paragraphs [0047], [0056] to [0057]; fig. 1 & WO
2001/064276 Al
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