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MEMORAL VASE RETANING BRACKETS 
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4 Claims. (C. 50-22) 

My invention relates to retaining brackets and more 
particularly, to a device for holding a vase-retaining ring 
to a rock memorial slab. 

In accordance with the prior act, of which I am aware, 
granite memorial slabs have been used having a hole 
therein and a bronze ring at the outside or the top side of 
the slab opposite the hole. The said ring is built so 
that, in cooperation with the vase, it will hold the vase 
in the upright position or alternatively, the vase may be 
turned upside down and allowed to extend downward 
into the hole through the granite slab. It has been found 
necessary to fasten the said ring to granite slab so that 
it does not work loose. The slabs are frequently placed 
level or flush with the surface of the gorund, and mowing 
machines are run over the slabs and over the said retain 
ing rings. Cumbersome means may be employed to at 
tempt to wedge the said rings into the granite hole; how 
ever, these are found to be impractical because of the diffi 
culty of placement and because of inherent irregularities 
in the hole itself. Bolts extending through the slab to 
the far side with cleats on the end of them, may be em 
ployed to fasten the said ring to the slab. However, where 
such bolts are employed, they will tend to work loose 
as a result of the action of the mowing machines and other 
movement over the top of the retaining ring. It is, there 
fore, an object of my invention to provide an improved 
device for holding a vase on a marble or granite slab. 

It is another object of my invention to provide a device 
for holding a vase-retaining ring onto a memorial rock 
slab. 

It is an ancillary object of my invention to provide a 
new and useful article of manufacture. The novel fea 
tures that I consider characteristic of my invention are 
Set forth with particularity in the appended claims. The 
invention, itself, however, both as to its organization and 
its method of operation, together with additional objects 
and advantages thereof, will best be understood from the 
following description when read in connection with the 
accompanying drawing in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a showing partially in prosepctive and 

partially in cross section of apparatus in accordance with 
the preferred embodiment of my invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the lower ring employed in 

the preferred embodiment of my invention. 
In accordance with my invention, I provide a ring 3 

preferably of bronze, adapted to cooperate with a vase, 
So as to hold the said vase erect when it is inserted into 
the ring 3 and rotated slightly, or alternatively, to hold 
the vase in a downward position when the vase is dropped 
through the ring 3 and the bottom of the vase falls into 
the grooves provided in the ring 3 and is then rotated 
slightly. The said retaining ring 3 is placed opposite a 
hole 5 extending through a memorial stone 7, preferably 
of granite. Below the retaining ring 3 and extending 
through the hole 5, I provide a cylindrical vessel 9 having 
a bottom therein and having no top, which is greater in 
diameter than the inside diameter of said retaining ring 3. 
The vessel 9 preferably is made of plastic and has a 
hole 11 in the bottom thereof to allow drainage of water 
there-through. The vessel 19 is flanged outward with a 
lip 13 around the mouth thereof adjacent the retaining 
ring 3. Long bolts 15 are provided, which are threaded 
at each end. A threaded opening is provided in the said 
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retaining ring 3 extending perpendicular to the plane of 
the ring 3 at three different locations around the said ring 
3, said locations being an equal distance apart. The bolts 
15 at the upper end have nuts 14 thereon a short distance 
from their end, and the said bolts 15 extend through the 
lip 13 of the plastic container into the retaining ring 3. 
The said nuts 14 are then tightened to hold the retaining 
ring 3 and the vessel lip 13 together. 
The said bolts 15 are longer than the distance through 

the rock slab 7. Below the rock slab 7 I provide an 
anchoring ring 17 of bronze having a diameter slightly 
greater than the diameter of the said vessel 9, extending 
around said vessel 9. Holes 18 are provided through the 
said anchoring ring 17 opposite holes in the retaining ring 
17, and the said bolts 15 extend there-through, having 
nuts 14 on the said bolts 15 on the bottom side of said 
lower ring 17 so as to tighten said lower ring 17 toward 
said upper ring 3. At three points around said ring 17, 
namely, at points opposite to said bolts 15, I provide ex 
tensions of said ring or projections 12 which extend out 
ward in a plane of said ring 17 for a distance greater 
than the width of said anchoring ring 17. At the end of 
said projections 12 which extend in the plane of said ring 
i7, I provide gripping studs 16 which comprise pieces of 
metal forming an integral part with said ring 17 and 
said projections 12, the said studs 16 being small and 
extending upward to said stone 7. 

Since memorial stones are normally rough and unfin 
ished on their under side, it has been found that anchoring 
ring 17 by itself does not provide a solid grip. However, 
by means of the gripping studs 16 at the end of the ring 
projections 12, I obtain a grip on the stone 7 at a point 
opposite the retaining bolts 15. Thus, when the retaining 
bolts 15 are tightened they draw the anchoring ring 17 
and its gripping studs 16 tight against the lower side of 
the block of stone 7, and they draw the retaining ring 3, 
above, tight against the upper side of the stone 7. When 
these studs 16 are tight, the internal tension of the device 
and the tension caused by slightly bending the projections 
12 prevents the bolts 15 from working loose as a result of 
vibration. The vase-retaining ring 3 will therefore be 
held tightly in position and repeated vibrations from 
above, such as mowing over the device, will not cause 
it to work loose. 

Although I have shown and described specific embodi 
ments of my invention, I am aware that other modifica 
tions thereof are possible; my invention, therefore, is not 
to be restricted except insofar as is necessitated by the 
prior act and the spirit of the invention. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In combination: a rectangular block of stone, a first 

side of said stone being smooth and the opposite side 
being rough, said stone having a hole there-through from 
said first side to said opposite side, a vase holding bracket 
on said first side adjacent said hole, said bracket being 
adapted to engage and hold the base of a vase, a cup of 
rigid material connected to said bracket and extending 
through said hole, a ring surrounding said cup on said 
opposite side, and three projections, evenly spaced, ex 
tending outward from said ring parallel to the surface of 
said opposite side and having gripping studs extending 
from the end of said projections toward said stone a dis 
tance of at least one quarter inch, three threaded con 
necting rods extending from a point in the interior of 
said bracket through said ring at points on said ring oppo 
site said projections, and nuts on the ends of said rods on 
the outside of said ring tightening said bracket and said 
ring toward said stone, said bracket and said studs being 
in contact with said stone. 

2. In combination: a rectangular block of stone, said 
stone having a hole there-through, a vase holding bracket 
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adjacent said hole, said bracket being adapted to engage 
and hold the base of a vase, a cup of rigid material con 
nected to said bracket and extending through said hole, 
a ring surrounding said cup on the opposite side of said 
stone from said bracket, and three projections, evenly 
spaced, extending outward from said ring parallel to the 
surface of said stone and having gripping studs extending 
from the end of said projections toward said stone a dis 
tance of at least one quarter inch, three threaded con 
necting rods extending from a point in the interior of 
said bracket through said ring at points on said ring op 
posite said projections, and nuts on the ends of said rods 
on the outside of said ring tightening said bracket toward 
said ring, said bracket and said studs being in contact 
with said stone. 

3. In combination: a rectangular block of stone, said 
stone having a hole there-through, a vase holding bracket 
on one side of said stone adjacent said hole, said bracket 
being adapted to engage and hold the base of a vase, 
a cup of rigid material material being open at the top 
and having a small hole in the bottom thereof connected 
to said bracket and extending through said hole, a ring 
surrounding said cup on the opposite side of said stone 
from the side on which said bracket is located, and three 
projections, evenly spaced, extending outward from said 
ring parallel to the surface of said stone and having grip 
ping studs extending from the end of said projections to 
ward said stone a distance of at least one quarter inch, 
three threaded connecting rods connected to said bracket 
and extending from a point in the interior of said bracket 
through said ring at points on said ring opposite said 
projections, and nuts on the ends of said rods on the side 
of said ring opposite said stone applying pressure on said 
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ring toward said bracket, said bracket and said studs being 
in contact with said stone. 

4. In combination: a rectangular block of memorial 
stone, said stone having a hole there-through, a vase 
holding bracket on one side of said stone adjacent said 
hole, said bracket being adapted to engage and hold the 
base of a vase, a ring of rigid material and of inside diam 
eter equal to the inside diameter of said bracket located on 
the opposite side of said stone from the side on which said 
bracket is located, and three projections, evenly spaced, 
extending outward from said ring parallel to the surface 
of said stone and having gripping studs extending from 
the end of each of said projections toward said stone a 
distance of at least one quarter inch, three threaded con 
necting rods connected to said bracket said rods extending 
into threaded holes extending partially through said 
bracket, and extending from said bracket through said 
ring at points on said ring opposite said projections, and 
nuts on the ends of said rods on the side of said ring 
opposite said stone applying pressure on said ring toward 
said bracket, said bracket and said studs being in contact 
with said stone. 
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