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Milton R. Levitt, New Brunswick; N.J., assignor-to ‘The
Scholl Mfg. Co., Inc., Chicago, IIL,, a corporation of
New York

Application November 27, 1957; Serial No.. 699,338
15 Claims. (CL 128--153)

This invention relates-to. improvements in a foot cor-
rective. pad with a toe loop, and more particularly to.a
foot corrective pad having a composite. crescent-shaped
body. portion and a toe loop to hold the pad in position
on the foot, the invention being highly desirable for use
in connection. with corns in substantially- any location
on the toes, hammer toe, a plurality of corns on the same
or adjacent toes, as well as for other :afflictions and loca-
tions, as will be apparent to one skilled in the art.

In the past, many and various types. of foot.corrective
pads for corns and similar afflictions have been de-
veloped; but insofar as I am aware these:pads were-not
sufficiently versatile in their usage. In.some . instances,
the pads were attached to the body.by -adhesive means
which: under many circumstances is quite irritating.to. the
user, and in other cases difficult of application; especial-
1y between the toes and in positions where ‘perspiration
may. tend: to-loosen the pad and thus permit it to. shift
from its proper location.  In instances. where these
formerly known pads had toe loops for :embracing.a toe
to hold the pad in proper position on the foot, the pads
were . somewhat limited in their application, particularly
since they could not be applied in substantially. any de-
sired. position and in reference to substantially any . de-
sired. toe. Further, pads- of this character heretofore
known did not- alleviate a.plurality of afflictions -at the
same time, either at the same or adjacent. toes. In.ad-
dition, it may be mentioned that: foot corrective. pads,
particularly. the variety carrying: a toe.loop,: as hereto-
fore -manufactured were. objectionably .expensive, and. in
most cases could not be laundered-or otherwise cleansed
when. necessary.

With the foregoing in mind, it is an-important object
of the:instant invention. to provide a corrective pad: high-
ly suitable for disposition by means.of a toe loop on subs
stantially any toe of the foot and in substantially any
location on that toe.

Also an.object of this invention is the provision of a
simple form of corn pad held in position by a toe loop,
and which is capable of alleviating a plurality of corns
or. similar afflictions at the same time.

A further object of the instant invention resides.in the
provision of a feot corrective pad which may perform
any of several-different functions, such as giving corrective
aid. and. support to a hammer toe, or be positioned at
the side of the toe-and simultaneously alleviate-a corn or
like affliction. in that location, as well as alleviate a corn
or like .affliction between that toe and thé next adjacent
one. . . . .
A further feature of the invention resides in the pro-
vision of a foot corrective pad retained in position by a
toe. loop, and which may be economically and quickly
manufactured . fromr a simple blank or pattern, and which
may- be. made: of such material that the pad may be
laundered. or- otherwise cleansed whenever necessary.

Itds also an object of this invention to provide a foot
corrective pad that is substantially universal in its appli-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

&0

<
[}

60

85

70

2

cation, directly to.the. toes of .the foot: and. more par-
ticularly -as. to: location. on . the toe, and- which pad may
be applied and removed at will, and reapplied in the
same-or-a different location.

While some of the more salient features, characteristics
and advantages of the instant invention have been. above
pointed out, others will become apparent from the follow-
ing disclosures, taken in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawing, in which

Fig: 1is a fragmentary diagrammatic view of the
human foot showing a foot corrective pad- in operative
position on the foot, and which pad embodies principles
of the instant invention; .

Fig. 2 is a greatly enlarged front end view of the pad
of Fig. 1, looking at the pad from the lefthand side of
Fig. 1;

Fig, 3 is a central vertical sectional view through the
pad taken substantially as indicated by the line ITI—II
of Fig. 2, looking in the direction of the arrows;

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the blank or pattern from
which the corrective pad of Figs. 1, 2 and 3 is shaped;

Fig. 5 is a view similar in character to Fig, 1 showing
a foot corrective pad: of somewhat different construction,
but. also: embodying principles of ‘the instant invention,
applied to the.-human foot in operative position;

Fig; 6-is a greatly enlarged front end elevational view
of the pad-itself removed: from the foot;

Fig. 7 is a transverse vertical sectional view taken sub-
stantially:as indicated by. the.line - VII—VII of Fig. 6;

Fig. 8. is a-top plan view. of-the blank or pattern from
which: the pad: of Figs. 5, 6 and-7 is formed;

Fig..9:'is:a:view: similar in character-to Figs. 1 and 5,
showing: another form- of :foot corrective pad embodying
pringiples. of -the instant invention properly applied to. a
human: foot;

Fig. 10 is-a-front. end::elevational view, greatly en-
larged, of :the. pad -of ‘Fig.: 9 removed. from the foot; .

Fig.: 11 is.-a bottom: plan: sectional -view. taken . sub-
stantially- as;indicated- by the line: XI—X{ of Fig; 10;

Fig: 12 is-a: plan view of a.blank- or pattern :from
which: the: pad: of: Figs. 9,-10-and -11 may. be shaped;

Fig. 13 is a front end clevational view of a pad..of-a
still:- different construction: but..embodying principles. of
the instant: invention;

Fig. 14.is a central vertical sectional view-taken: sub-
stantially as:indicated-by- the line XIV—XIV of Fig. 13;

Fig::.15is;a, top plan: view of -a blank. or pattern: from
which; the. pad of Figs. 13.and 14:may. be shaped; and

Fig:: 16-is-.a- top; plan-view- of ‘a foot corrective pad
made: of different material.’

As. shown-on. the drawings:.

With; reference : now:- to. Figs:- 1 to -4 .inclusive, it will
be: seen that one use. for :the: first illustrated embodiment
of -the instant invention.is: the: alleviation -of an afliction

such-as hammer toe; with-the removal of shoe pressure

from: the: high point of the tee-which is subject to ex-
treme- irritation even;if‘a corn-has not developed at that
point, as frequently happens: In: this-instance, the pad
is- shown-mounted ‘in. operative; position: on- the. human
foot 1, engaged around:the. second. toe-2’ of the foot,
the pad being generally.indicated by numeral 3. - This
pad may beeasily shaped from; a-blank or pattern’ of
material 'such- as is-shown in: Fig.: 4. The,.material uti-
lized is: preferably -cushioning material and it may be a
foam material, such-as foam:latex, or a chemical foam
of the character of polyurethane : féam;: polyvinyl : chl-
ride foam, or-the equivalent. Preferably, the foam
material has intercommunicating cells: so that it can
breathe by pumping air--during successive. applications
of pressure-and release thereof ‘while iA use. Also pref-
erably, when the pad-is made of foam material as-illus-
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trated, it is provided with a slick thin cover designated
4 in Fig. 2 so as to eliminate any drag on wearing ap-
parel such as stockings when the same is pulled on or
off the foot, and this thin cover may be a slick surfaced
fabric, a thin plastic film or the equivalent, and it is
preferably provided with numerous perforations 5.

The blank or pattern, which is one piece of material,
comprises a pair of opposed broad crescent-shaped body
portions 6 and 7 each of which has substantially straight
side edges, but complemental arcuate end edges. These
body portions are connected by a relatively narrow neck
8 disposed at right angles to the axis of each body mem-
ber, and connecting the body members at adjacent ends
where the edge is concave. Extending from the oppo-
site side of the neck from that of the body members is
an auxiliary pad 9 of the same general shape as each
body member but in reverse position, so that the con-
cave or notched end 18 of the pad 9 is, in effect, a hollow
portion in the neck 8 itself. In most cases, the auxiliary
pad 9 will extend from the center of the neck 8, although
this is not essential. However, with a hammer toe or
where treatment is to be made on the opposite side of a
toe at the same time, such location spaces the auxiliary
pad circumferentially from the body parts 6 and 7 the
proper distance.

In forming the pad from the blank of Fig. 4, it is
a simple expedient to rotate the body portion 7 a
complete revolution and bring it underneath the body
portion §, whereupon the two body portions are secured
together in face-to-face relationship by any suitable
means, such as a cementitious material. It is not es-
sential that that particular movement be adopted in
superposing the body parts 6 and 7 in the mapner to
cause the neck 8 to form a toe loop, but any motion
or conjoint pair of motions that accomplishes that result
is satisfactory. The foam pad, therefore, has the slick
covering on the outside of the auxiliary pad 9, and on
the bottom side of the composite body part where the
slick surface will contact articles of apparel, while the
naked foam surface of the body part 6 and also of the
auxiliary pad 9 will directly contact the toe of the foot
and provide a soft clinging action on the skin which aug-
ments the function of the toe loop 8 in holding the pad
positively in position on the foot against shifting during
usage.

In the case of a hammer toe, the pad may be slipped
over the toe into the position seen in Fig. 1, with the
auxiliary pad 9 overlying the top rearward portion of the
toe, and the high point of the toe may be received within
the arcuately motched forward edge 1¢ of the auxiliary
pad 9, whereby pressure of the shoe is transferred to
healthy tissue adjacent the painful high spot of the toe.
At the same time, the conjoint body part made up of
the portions 6 and 7 underlies the forward end of the
toe, so as to relieve irritation resulting from the un-
natural contact of the forward end of the toe against
the insole of the shoe, and at the same time lend aid for
the straightening of the hammer toe. While I have il-
lustrated the pad mounted on the toe with the single
thickness auxiliary pad portion 9 at the top of the toe,
it will be understood that the double thickness composite
body part of the pad may be placed on top of the toe
with the auxiliary pad portion 9 underlying the forward
edge of the toe, should occasion indicate.

Now if desired, the same identical pad might be uti-
lized on another toe and for a different purpose. For
example, the pad might be disposed so that the body part
or auxiliary pad as the occasion may dictate, may over-
lie the wide part of the foot adjacent a terminal meta-
tarsal head, while the other part of the pad may extend
between the terminal and next adjacent toe to alleviate
some affliction in that location.

Thus, it will be noted that the pad is not only ex-
tremely simple in construction, economical to manu-
facture and readily cleansable whenever desired, but it
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is also universal in its application and may be effectively
utilized for the alleviation of a number of afflictions of
different character. In certain instances of its use, it
will also alleviate a plurality of afflictions in different lo-
cations simultaneously.

In Figs. 5 to 8 inclusive, 1 have illustrated a slightly
different form of corrective pad, highly desirable for
the alleviation of pressure on hard corns and the like
on the tops of the toes and on the outer side of the ter-
minal toes, although it may be used to alleviate mild
callosities or similar afflictions on the underface of any
toe. In this imstance, the pad is formed of the same
material as above described, and is made from a blank
or pattern similar to that seen in Fig. 4, but wherein the
anxiliary pad portion 9 has been eliminated. In this
instance, the pattern comprises merely a pair of spaced
broad crescent-shaped body parts 11 and 12 each of
which has a relatively deep notch or arcuate edge forma-
tion 13 at the end portion joined by a substantially
straight and relatively narrow neck 14. The blank is
shaped into the finished corrective pad as described
above, by superposing the body parts 11 and 12 in a man-
ner to cause the neck 14 to form a toe loop. Of course,
in so superposing the body parts, the slick covering on
the foam material is disposed on the outside of the toe
loop and on the outer surface of the uppermost body
part 11, so as to contact the wearing apparel and prevent
drag thereon.

This particular foot corrective pad may be utilized in
substantially any desirous location on any toe of the foot.
In the illustrated embodiment, Fig. 5, it is shown in posi-
tion to alleviate pressure on a corn on the top of the
toe, the affliction being received in the arcuate end 13 of
the composite body part of the pad. The toe loop 14
being substantially at right angles to the body portion
of the pad permits positive securement of the pad on a
toe, and particularly an intermediate toe.

In Figs. 9, 10, 11 and 12, T have shown a still different
form of foot corrective pad, and in this instance the
pad is substantially the same as that of Figs. 5 to 8 in-
clusive, except it is provided with an auxiliary pad for the
alleviation of an additional affliction. This pad is highly
desirable for the relief of a corn or the like on the side
of a toe, and the simultaneous relief of a corn or the like
between that toe and the next adjacent toe.

The pad structure shown in Figs. 9 to 12 inclusive
embodies the same opposed body parts 11 and 12 with the
arcuate edge indentation 13, and the same neck 14 dis-
posed in the same location between the body parts, as
above described in connection with Figs. 5 to 8 inclusive.
In this instance, however, an auxiliary pad portion 15
is carried by the neck 14, this pad portion baving sub-
stantially straight sides with a rounded projecting end, and
extends farther from the neck in the direction of the con-
cave edges 13 of the body parts 11 and 12 than it does in
the opposite direction. The auxiliary pad portion is pro-
vided with an affliction receiving aperture 16. On the
opposite side of the neck 14, the auxiliary pad projects
slightly and is provided with a curvate concave edge as
indicated at 17.

This form of the invention is quite desirable for dis-
position around substantially any toe of the foot, and in
Fig. 9 it is illustrated around the small or fifth toe, with
the composite body part made up of the superposed parts
11 and 12 on the outside of the toe in position to relieve
pressure from a corn on the outer side of the toe. At the
same time, the auxiliary pad 15 is disposed between the
fourth and fifth toes to relieve pressure from a corn on
either of these toes, such corn being received in the aper-
ture 16 of the auxiliary pad 15. It is well known that the
webs of the foot between adjacent toes are not in a straight
transverse line across the foot, but the web between the
second and third toe is farther forward than the web be-
tween the third and fourth toe, which is farther forward
than the webs between either the first and second toes or
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the fourth and fifth toes. With the auxiliary pad 15 placed
between the toes, the concave curvate edge- 17 will inti-
mately fit the web, while the composite body portion of
the appliance may be disposed farther rearwardly. As
seen in Fig. 9, the concave edge 17 intimately fits the
web between the fourth and fifth toes, but the ‘composite
body part 11—12 extends farther toward the rear of the
foot than that edge 17 and the pad is held firmly and
comfortably in position against accidental shifting,

In Figs. 13, 14 and 15, I have illustrated a still different
structure of the imstant invention, in“this case the pad
being somewhat similar to that shown in Figs. 5 to 8 in-
clusive, but the neck is disposed in a different location
between the body parts, and each body part is provided
with an affliction receiving aperture. The pattera for this
form of the invention'is seen in Fig. 15. This form of the
invention includes a pair of spaced body parts 18 and 19,

10

15

each of which has straight. side edges, and complementally

curvate edges with one of the end edges being concave
as indicated at 20, and each body piece has an affliction
receiving aperture 21 therein.. The body pieces are con-
nected by a relatively narrow neck 22 which joins the body
parts nearer the convex ends than' the concave ends there-
of. The body parts 18.and 19 are superposed and secured
together in the manner above described, and a foot cor-
rective appliance or pad is produced which is highly suit-
able for the alleviation-of more than'one corn or the like
on the same toe, or where corns and the like are in very
close proximity to each other, as is frequently the case.
The device may be looped over the toe with the arcuate
edge 20 of the composite body toward the end of the toe
or toward the base of the toe, as the case may indicate,
and one afffiction may be received in the aligned aper-
tures 21 of the body parts, while pressure from another
adjacent affliction may be eliminated by the composite
body with the affliction shielded by the arcuate edge 20.
The pad can be mounted between adjacent toes and relieve
a corn or similar affliction on each of the toes at the same
time, and the appliance may be mounted in substantially
any desired position of angular adjustment as to any toe.

In Fig. 16, as a means of illustrating that the instant
invention in any of its illustrated forms may be made of
a fabric material such as felt, or similar cushioning
material, I have shown a pad which, in the illustrated
instance is of the character of the pads seen in Figs. 13
to 15 inclusive, but which as stated above is merely exem-
plary of the fact that any of the illustrated forms of the
instant invention may be made of different material than
the foam material shown. Wherever a pad is made of a
fabric such as felt, the overlapping body portions may be
secured together by lines of stitching as indicated at 23
and 24 in Fig. 16. Preferably, this stitching does
not extend transversely of the pad in the intermediate
portion thereof, but only at a bounding .edge, so as to
eliminate any points of undue stiffness or rigidity in the
body of the pad.

From the foregoing, it is apparent that I have pro-
vided a simple form of foot corrective appliance or pad
which may be made in a variety of shapes and sizes for
the alleviation of various types and locations of corns
and other similar afflictions. The pad is applicable to the
toes in substantially any desired location, capable of allevi-
ating a plurality of afflictions at the same time, and
capable of alleviating other types of afflictions such as
hammer toe for example.

It will be understood that modifications and variations
may be effected without departing from the scope of the
novel concepts of the present invention.

I claim as my invention:

1. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of like
body parts, an integral and relatively narrow neck con-
necting said body parts, said body parts being secured to-
gether in superposed relationship and said neck form-
ing a toe loop, each body part having the contour of a
broad crescent.
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2. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of like
body parts, an integral and relatively narrow neck con-
necting said body parts, said -body parts-being secured to-
gether in superposed relationship and said neck forming
a toe loop, each body part having the contour of a broad
crescent and said neck connecting parallel side edges of
said body parts.

3. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of like
body parts, an integral and relatively narrow neck com-
necting said body parts, said body parts being secured to-
gether in superposed relationship and said neck forming
a toe loop, each body part having the contour of a broad
crescent, and an auxiliary pad part carried by said neck
and disposed at right angles thereto, said auxiliary part
having a concave arcuate edge at the end thereof mearer
the neck.

4. A foot corrective ‘appliance comprising ‘a pair of
like body parts, an integral and relatively narrow meck
connecting said body parts, said body parts being secured
together in superposed relationship and said neck form-
ing a toe loop, each body part having the contour of
a broad crescent, and an auxiliary pad part carried by
said neck and disposed at right angles thereto, said body
parts being solid, and said auxiliary part having an
affliction receiving aperture therein.

5. A foot corrective ‘appliance comprising a pair of
like body parts, an integral and relatively narrow neck
connecting said body parts, said body parts being secured
together in superposed relationship and said neck form-
ing a toe loop, each body part having straight side edges
and complemental arcuate end edges with the neck con-
necting side edges of the body parts.

6. In a foot corrective appliance, a pair of body parts
superposed and secured together, a relatively narrow neck
joining said body parts and forming a toe loop, each of
said body parts extending away from said neck farther to
one side than the other and the long axes of the body
parts being at right angles to the neck, each body part
having a concave recessed end edge near the neck.

7. In a foot corrective appliance, a pair of body parts
superposed and secured together, a relatively narrow
neck joining said body parts and forming a toe loop,
each of said body parts extending away from said neck
farther to one side than the other and the long axes of
the body parts being at right angles to the neck, each
body part having a rounded convex end edge and a re-
cessed concave end edge nearer the neck than the convex
edge.

8. In a foot corrective appliance, a pair of body parts
superimposed and secured together, a relatively narrow
neck joining said body parts and forming a toe loop,
each of said body parts extending away from said meck
farther to one side than the other and the long axes of
the body parts being at right angles to the neck, each
body part having a rounded convex end edge and a re-
cessed concave end edge nearer the neck than the convex
edge, and an auxiliary pad part of similar shape to said
body parts but oppositely disposed and carried by said
neck intermediate the ends thereof.

9. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of
like body parts superposed and secured together in face-
to-face relationship, each body part having straight side
edges and arcuate end edges one concave and one con-
vex, and a relatively narrow neck joining side edges
of said body parts and forming a toe loop, said body
parts having affliction receiving apertures therein.

10. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of
like body parts superposed and secured together in face-
to-face relationship, each body part having straight side
edges and arcuate end edges one concave and one convex,
and a relatively narrow neck joining side edges of said
body parts and forming a toe loop, said body parts hav-
ing affliction receiving apertures therein, said neck being
connected to said body parts nearer the convex edges
than the concave edges.
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11. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of
like body parts superposed and secured together in face-
to-face relationship, each body part having straight side
edges and arcuate end edges one concave and one con-
vex, and a relatively narrow neck joining side edges of
said body parts and forming a toe loop, said neck being
connected to said body parts mearer the concave edges
than the convex edges.

12. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of
like body parts superposed and secured together in face-
to-face relationship, each body part having straight side
edges and arcuate end edges one concave and one con-
vex, and a relatively narrow neck joining side edges of
said body parts and forming a toe loop, and an auxiliary
pad part of similar shape to said body parts but in re-
verse disposition carried by said neck intermediate the
ends thereof.

13. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of
like body parts superposed and secured together in face-
to-face relationship, each body part having straight side
edges and arcuate end edges one concave and one con-
vex, and a relatively narrow neck joining side edges of
said body parts and forming a toe loop, and an auxiliary
pad part of similar shape to said body parts but in reverse
disposition carried by said neck intermediate the ends
thereof, said meck being joined to said body parts and
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said auxiliary part nearer the concave end of each than
the convex end.

14. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of
like body parts superposed and secured together in face-
to-face relationship, each body part having straight side
edges and arcuate end edges one concave and one con-
vex, a relatively narrow neck joining side edges’ of said
body parts and forming a toe loop, an auxiliary pad part
of similar shape to said body parts but in reverse dis-
position carried by said neck intermediate the ends
thereof, and said body parts and said auxiliary part
being solid.

15. A foot corrective appliance comprising a pair of
like body parts superposed and secured together in face-
to-face relationship, each body part having straight side
edges and arcuate end edges one concave and one con-
vex, a relatively narrow neck joining side edges of said
body parts and forming a toe loop, and an auxiliary pad
part of similar shape to said body parts but in reverse
disposition carried by said neck intermediate the ends
thereof, said body parts being solid and said auxiliary
part having an affliction receiving aperture therein,
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