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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, SAMUEL E. CHEESEMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Mill 
dale, in the county of Kenton and State of 

5 Kentucky, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Seal-Presses, of which 
the following is a specification. 
Owing to carelessness of operators of seal 

presses which emboss or print symbols on 
Io Seals, when such seals are secured to cars or 

packages the symbol is often made indistinct 
and sometimes unintelligible. 
The object of my invention is to furnish a 

Seal-press which will automatically lock a seal 
I5 in it until a clear and distinct impression has 

been made and not release a seal when only 
a partial or indistinct impression has been 
made on the seal. 
My invention consists, primarily, of a mov 

2O able die in a seal-press so constructed and ar 
ranged that when a partial impression has 
been made on the seal the die becomes locked 
in the seal-press to prevent the withdrawal of 
the seal, but upon completing the impression 

25 the die may be withdrawn by the lever, and 
thus release the seal, all substantially as here 
inafter described and claimed. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation with one side 
plate partially removed, showing press closed. 

3o Fig. 2 is the same showing the press open. 
Fig. 3 is a detail of the hook. 
A is a press-head laving a lever-arm Brig 

idly secured thereto. 
C C are side plates secured to the press 

35 head by screws or rivets. 
D is an end piece having an opening of suit 

able shape and size to admit the seal to be 
sealed and embossed or printed. The end 
piece is secured to the head-piece and side 

4o plates. 
Within the press-head are mounted two 

dies E. E.'-a male and corresponding female 
die, respectively. One of these dies is sta 
tionary. The other is adapted to be forced 

45 toward the stationary die by lever B, pro 
vided with a camb, bearing against the die 
E’. The die E is provided with an L-shaped 
recess e in the side thereof, and the lever has 
mounted thereon a hook F by means of pivot 

5.of taking thereinto. A tooth f' on the hook is 
adapted to work in the recess, and when a 

full stroke of the lever B' is made it is forced 
into the tail e' of the L-shaped recess by 
means of a cam-surface b' on the lever bear 
ing against a projection f' on the hook, as 55 
shown in Fig.1. When the levers are opened, 
the die E' is withdrawn from the stationary 
die E until the hook is thrown out of the tail 
of the L-shaped recess by cam-surface b' on 
lever B', as shown in Fig. 2. The hook is 6c. 
held in its locked or unlocked position by 
friction. 

It is obvious that while the lever B' can 
force the die E' toward the die E it cannot 
withdraw it until it has firmly forced die E' 65 
against die E and the hook engaged the tail 
of the recess in die E. If a full stroke of the 
levers has not been made before they are 
opened, the hook will move freely in the body 
of the recess without doing work and the die 7o 
cannot be withdrawn, but will be held locked 
by friction-spring G at any point to which it 
has been forced by the lever B. When the 
dies have made a partial impression, the op 
erator cannot withdraw the seal until a corn- 75 
plete ira pression has been made. 

I have shown one form of construction; but 
it is evident that the same result may be ac 
complished in several different ways. 

I claim 
1. The combination, in a seal-press, of a 

movable die, an actuating-lever, and a die 
withdrawing device adapted to automatically 
engage the die at the limit of its impression 
movement, substantially as and for the pur- 85 
pose described. 

2. The combination, in a seal-press, of a 
movable die and an actuating-lever having 
thereon a hook adapted to automatically en 
gage the die at the limit of its impression 90 
movement and to automatically release the 
same at the limit of its outward movement, 
substantially as and for the purpose de 
scribed. 

3. The combination, in a seal-press, of a 95 
movable die, a cam-lever whereby the die is 
forced against the seal, and a hook on the le 
ver adapted to automatically engage the die 
at the limit of its impression movement and 
withdraw the die, substantially as and for the Ico 
purpose described. 

4. The combination, in a seal-press, of a 
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press-head A, levers B B', fixed die E, mov- in, hook F, cams b b'b' on lever B', and fric 
able die E, having an L-shaped recess there-tion-spring G, substantially as and for the 
in, hook F, and cams b'b' on lever B, sub- purpose described. 
stantially as and for the purpose described. SAML. E. CHEESEMAN. 

5. The combination, in a seal-press, of a Witnesses: 
press-head A, levers B B', fixed die E, mov- FRANK O. LOVELAND, 
able die E", having an L-shaped recess ethere- H. S. WHITTAKER. 


