
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

00
9 

19
6

A
1

��&��
���������
(11) EP 2 009 196 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153�(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
31.12.2008 Bulletin 2009/01

(21) Application number: 07730438.4

(22) Date of filing: 10.04.2007

(51) Int Cl.: �
E04F 15/022 (2006.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/ES2007/000198

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2007/118913 (25.10.2007 Gazette 2007/43) �

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR 
HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MT NL PL PT RO SE 
SI SK TR
Designated Extension States: 
AL BA HR MK RS

(30) Priority: 17.04.2006 ES 200600868 U

(71) Applicant: Golden Decking, S.L.�
50018 Zaragoza (ES) �

(72) Inventor: RODRÍGUEZ ALCAINE, Critóbal
E-�50015 Zaragoza (ES) �

(74) Representative: Isern- �Jara, Nuria
Avda. Diagonal, 463 Bis 2°
08036 Barcelona (ES) �

(54) IMPROVED TILE FOR FORMING FLOORS

(57) Improved panel (1) for flooring comprising a lam-
inar body that has means of connection and fitting to-
gether made of tongues (2) and grooves (3) on at least
one side of the laminar body so as to fit to another panel
that is the same or similar by complementary connection
and fitting means to cover the floor, characterised in
that  in addition it has means of cutting so as to form at
least two independent panel portions (10), each one of

the portions having been provided with means of con-
nection and fitting for fixing and coupling with the means
for connecting and fitting placed on the outer side of the
panel (1).

In this way, the panel (1) can be divided in a quick
and easy way into differing portions with differing dimen-
sions, being very useful for end sections or corners during
the assembly of floating floors, where the last piece usu-
ally has some smaller dimensions.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

�[0001] The invention refers to an improved panel for
flooring that brings significant innovations and advantag-
es compared to other panels with the same purpose.
�[0002] More specifically it relates to an improved panel
for flooring that has a laminar body with a generally rec-
tangular or square shape that has means of connection
and fitting together made by sections of tongues and
grooves on at least one of the outer sides of the laminar
body so as to fit into another similar or equal panel with
complementary means of connection and fitting together.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

�[0003] Rectangular panels are widely known that can
be connected to each other for the formation of floating
floors in internal or external areas such as swimming
pools, terraces, etc., which have means for their connec-
tion and fitting together, such as, for example, a linking
system of tongues and grooves on the outer edges of
the panel so as to fit into complementary panels by any
of the four sides.
�[0004] However, during the fitting of floating floors by
means of these panels, it is usual in the final stage of
fitting that the last part to be covered with the floating
floor has some dimensions that are smaller than the size
of the panel, hence the fitter must cut the panel in the
best way possible, on the majority of the occasions this
producing an irregular shaped cut.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

�[0005] The present invention has been developed for
the purpose of providing an improved panel aimed at
solving the previously stated disadvantages, in addition
bringing other advantages that will be evident from the
description that is attached below.
�[0006] The improved panel of the invention is intended
for the arrangement of floors known as floating floors,
being of the type that is made up of an essentially laminar
body with a rectangular or square shape that has means
of connection and fitting together made of sections of
tongues and grooves on at least one side of the laminar
body so as to fit to another panel that has the same or
similar shape by some complementary means for con-
necting and fitting together to cover the floor, and char-
acterised in that in addition it has means of separation
so as to form at least two independent panel portions,
each one of the portions having been provided with
means of connection and fitting together for fixing and
connecting with the connection and fitting means placed
on the outer side of the panel.
�[0007] By preference, the separation means are made
up with a plurality of grooves for cutting arranged in one
or more directions that partially or completely cross the

panel.
�[0008] Thanks to these characteristics, a panel is ob-
tained of the previous type that can be divided in a simple
and quick manner into various portions with differing di-
mensions, making it very useful for the final sections or
corners during the fitting of floating floors where normally
the last panel to be fitted is smaller than the size of the
panel, and in turn retaining the same type of internal fixing
as the outer areas of the panel hence making the assem-
bly almost immediate.
�[0009] Also, preferently, the connecting and fitting
means of the portions have grooves placed along the
grooves for cutting on one or both sides of said grooves
for cutting.
�[0010] Other characteristics and advantages of the im-
proved panel object of this present invention will become
clear from a description of a preferred embodiment, but
it is not exclusive, the drawings that are attached are by
way of illustration but without being in any way limiting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DESIGNS

�[0011]

Figure 1. - It is a plan view of an improved panel for
flooring according to the invention;
Figure 2. - It is a plan view of a quadrangular portion
of a panel of the invention appearing in the previous
figure;
Figure 3. - It is a plan view of a rectangular portion
of a panel of the invention; and
Figure 4. - It is a perspective view corresponding to
an improved panel with strips attached above.

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

�[0012] Figure 1 shows an embodiment of an improved
panel for flooring that includes a laminar body (1) of an
injection mouldable plastic material with a square shape,
having means of connection and fitting made by tongues
(2) and grooves sections (3) on the four sides of the lam-
inar body (1) in order to fit it to another panel that is the
same or similar with complementary connection and fit-
ting means so as to cover the floor, in addition having
means of separation so as to form at least two independ-
ent portions of the panel, each one of the portions being
provided with means of connection and fitting so as to
connect and fit to a panel.
�[0013] The means of separation consist of a plurality
of grooves for cutting (4) arranged in one or more direc-
tions, this means, diagonally or perpendicularly to them,
that partially or completely cross the laminar body (1).
�[0014] In regard to the connecting and fitting means of
the portions there are grooves (5) located along the var-
ious grooves for cutting (4) on one or both sides of each
groove for cutting as in a system of tongues and grooves.
�[0015] As can be seen in the attached figure, the lam-
inar body can be divided, for example, into four equal
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quadrangles (10) (shown by broken lines) or multiple rec-
tangular portions and at the same time, each portion (10)
can be sub- �divided into other rectangular portions. Figure
2 shows one of the portions (10) cut whilst in figure 3 a
rectangular cut portion of the portion (10) can be seen,
in this way showing that a variety of arrangements can
be made by means of a simple cut that the panel of the
invention allows.
�[0016] The panel has been thought out basically for
receiving on top, for example, some wooden strips (7).
Due to the structure of the panel described there is also
the possibility of modifying the direction of the wooden
strips (7), in order to make the re-�installation of the wood-
en strips easier and in a quick and simple manner and
thus allowing the cutting of the panel in a new direction
if so required, being able to assemble the floor with wood-
en strips (7) in two perpendicular directions. On the other
hand, as can be seen from upper left part on the inside
of the laminar body (1) of figure 1 there are some change-
able protrusions or tongues (6) that can be used in the
event of breakage of any of the protruding tongues (2)
or to make pre-�determined designs and finishes easier.
�[0017] The details, shapes, sizes and other accesso-
rial elements, likewise the materials used in the manu-
facture of the improved panel of the invention can be
appropriately substituted by others that are technically
equivalent and do not stray away from the essentiality of
the invention or the scope defined by the claims that are
included below.

Claims

1. Improved panel (1) for flooring, comprising a laminar
body with a rectangular or square shape that has
means of connection and fitting made of tongues (2)
and grooves (3) on at least one side of the laminar
body so as to fit to another panel that is the same or
similar, having complementary means of connection
and fitting to cover the floor, characterised in that
in addition it has means of cutting so as to form at
least two independent panel portions (10), each one
of the portions having been provided with means of
connection and fitting for connecting and coupling
with the connection and fitting means on the outer
side of a panel (1).

2. Improved panel (1) according to Claim 1, charac-
terised in that the means of separation consist of
a plurality of grooves for cutting (4) arranged in one
or more directions that partially or completely cross
the panel.

3. Improved panel (1) according to Claims 1 and 2
characterised in that the means for connection and
fitting of the portions are grooves along the grooves
for cutting �(4) on one or both sides of each groove
for cutting.
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