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The present invention is generally concerned with auto-
mobile accessories, and is more particularly directed to-
ward a clothes hanging rack for automobiles.

It is a primary object of the instant invention to pro-
vide a means for temporarily supporting clothes, hung
on standard hangers, within an automobile in a manner
so as fo maintain the neatness of the clothes and, at the
same time, in no way interfere with the driver’s vision or
the comfort of the passengers.

It is also a significant object of the instant invention to
provide a clothes hanging rack which can accommodate
itself to a wide range of different size and make automo-
biles, the installation of the rack requiring only a few
seconds.

Another object of the instant invention is to provide a
clothes rack which, because of ifs orientation within the
vehicle, eliminates the tendency for the clothing to be
pulled toward and even out of any window which might
be open while the car is in motion.

In conjunction with the above object, it is also an ob-
ject of the instant invention to provide a clothes hanging
rack which can be used in an open top convertible with-
out any danger of the clothes being whipped about by
the wind.

Furthermore, it is an object of the instant invention to
provide a clothes hanging rack, which in addition to the
above-mentioned versatility, is of extremely rigid con-
struction and, upon installation, extremely stable.

Additionally, it is an object of the instant invention to
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provide a clothes hanging rack which can be completely .

collapsed and disassembled for convenient storage.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of the assembled
rack installed within an automobile;
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FIGURE 2 is a partial perspective view of the for- -

ward end of the rack;

FIGURE 3 is a partial perspective view of the rear of
the rack along with a portion of the intermediate exten-
sion member;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged partial cross-sectional view
taken substantially on a plane passing along line 4—4 in
FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 5 is a cross-sectional view taken substantially
on a plane passing along line 5—35 in FIGURE 3; and

FIGURE 6 is an enlarged partial perspective view of
the upper telescoping end of any one of the support legs.

Referring now more specifically to the drawings, refer-
ence numeral 10 generally designates the clothes hang-
ing rack comprising the instant invention, this rack 10
being longitudinally adjustable for engagement with both
the rear window deck 12 and top portion of the front seat
back 14 of any of a wide range of different size and make
automobiles, one of which is generally designated by ref-
erence numeral 16. The rack 10 is to be of a height ca-
pable of suspending conventional clothes hangers 18 upon
which clothing has been hung, with the longer articles of
clothing 20 being maintained just above the automobile
floor and with the shorter articles of clothing 22 being
maintained above the rear seat. The rack, at the same
time, is not to project to such a height as to interfere
with the normal vision of the driver of the vehicle.
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The rack 10 consists basically of a front tubular mem-
ber 24, a rear tubular member 26, and an elongated ex-
tension rod or tube 28 having its opposite ends telescopi-
cally received within the opposed ends of the tubular
members 24 and 26 in a snug though adjustable manner.

The rearward end portion 30 of the rear tubular mem-
ber 26 is downwardly and rearwardly angled, this down-
wardly angled portion 30 being centrally deformed or
compressed, as at 32, along the longitudinal axis thereof
so as to form two generally parallel passages 34. The
passages 34, as best seen in FIGURE 5, each has a cross
section which tapers inwardly from an outer substantially
circular portion so as to form a restricted inner portion.

The passages 34 receive the upper parallel ends 36 of
the rear legs 38, these rear legs 38 diverging laterally from
each other from a point slightly below the end of the
downwardly extending portion 30 and terminating in
laterally directed feet 44 which in turn are positioned,
upon an installation of the rack 10, on the rear window
deck 12 asillustrated in FIGURE 1.

In order to maintain the rear legs 38 and feet 49 in their
proper relation to the tubular member 26, as well as to
each other, the upper end 36 of each leg 38 is provided
with a lateral projection 42 which is received within the
tapered portion of the corresponding passage 34 while the
upper end 36 of the leg is positioned within the generally
circular portion of the passage 34. In this manner, rota-
tion of the leg 38 is prevented. Further, so as to prevent
accidental removal of the legs 38 from the passages 34,
a bolt 44 is passed transversely through the compressed
central portion of the angled portion 30, a nut 46 being
adjustably threaded on the bolt 44 whereby, upon a tight-
ening of the bolt and nut combination, a slightly greater
deformation of the portion 32 is produced, thereby
clamping the legs 38, or upper portions 36 thereof with-
in the passages 34.

The forward portion 48 of the forward tubular mem-
ber 24 is, similar to the portion 3¢ of the rear member
26, downwardly and forwardly angled and centrally de-
formed along the longitudinal axis thereof as indicated
by reference numeral 50 so as-to form longitudinal pas-
sages similar to the passages 34 for the reception of the
upper ends of the front legs 52. The upper ends of the
legs 52 are provided with lateral projections similar to

5 the projections 42 and are similarly clamped within the

downwardly angled portion 48 by means of a nut and
bolt combination 54.

The front legs 52, orientated generally in the plane of
the downwardly angled forward portion 48, diverge from
each other and terminate "in vertically orientated for-
wardly arced saddle portions 56 engaged over the upper
edge of a front seat back 14 as illustrated in FIGURE 1,
the arch of the saddle 56 being such so as to enable an
accommodation of a substantial range of different thick-
ness seat backs while maintaining the stability of the
rack 10.

In order to prevent any damage to the seat back 14
or the window deck 12, it is contemplated that the legs
38 and 52 be vinyl coated along the entire length thereof
except for the upper portions receivable within the pas-
sages. Further, each of the tubular portions 24 and 26
is to be provided, adjacent the downwardly angled por-
tions 30 and 48, with vertical projections 58 so as to
prevent any accidental slipping of the hangers 18 from
the horizontal portion of the rack 10, these projections
58 consisting, in the preferred form, of elongated plugs
extending substantially vertically through the tubular por-
tions 24 and 26 and being affixed to the lower surface
thereof.

From the foregoing, it is considered to be readily
apparent that a novel clothes hanging rack for automo-
biles has been defined, this rack, both because of its
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longitudinal adjustability and because of the particular
‘combination of flat rear supporting feet and saddle shaped
forward seat back engaging portions, being particularly
adaptable for a wide range of different size or type of
automobiles.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invéntion. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes: will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention
to the exact construction and operation shown and de-
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope
of the invention as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. In a clothes hanging rack for automobiles, a pair of
aligned tubular members, an elongated member having
the opposite ends thereof "adjustably telescoped within
the opposed inner ends of the aligned tubular members,
‘the outer end portions of ‘the tubular members being
downwardly angled, each of said downwardly angled por-
tions being ceéntrally deformed along approximately the
longitudinal axis thereof so ‘as to form two generally
parallel passages, an elongated rod-like leg member re-
ceived within each passage and extending downwardly
therefrom for engagement with a supporting surface, the
‘passages of each angled .portion having cross sections
which are substantially circular at the outer sides there-
of and taper progressively inward toward the opposed
inner sides, each leg member being located within the
circular portion of the corresponding passage and. hav-
ing a lateral projection thereon positioned within. the
tapered portion so as to prevent rotation of the leg.

2. In a clothes hanging rack for automobiles, a pair
of aligned tubular members, an elongated member hav-
ing the opposite ends thereof adjustably telescoped with-
in the opposed innmer ends of the aligned tubular mem-
bers, the outer end portions of the. tubular members
being downwardly angled, each of said downwardly angled
portions - being centrally deformied along approximately
the longitudinal axis thereof so as to form two generally
parallel passages, an elongated rod-like leg member re-
ceived within each passage and extending downwardly
therefrom for engagement with a supporting surface, the
passages of each angled portion having cross sections
which are substantially circular at the outer sides there-
‘of and taper progressively inward toward ‘the opposed
inner sides, each leg member being located within the
circular. portion of the corresponding passage and having
a lateral projection thereon positioned within the tapered
‘portion so ‘as to prevent rotation of the leg, and an ad-
justable bolt extending transversely through-the centrally
deformed portion of each downwardly angled portion
‘s0 ‘as ‘to increase the deformation and releasably clamp

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

4

the legs within the passages, the legs extending from one
angled end portion terminating in laterally angled feat
portions positionable on' the rear window-deck of an
automobile,, and the legs extending from the other angled
end portion terminating in forwardly arched portions en-
gageable over the upper edge of the back of the front
seat of an automabile.

3. In a clothes hanging rack for automobiles, a pair of
spaced - aligned elongated' end- members, an elongated
central member adjustably engaged .with the  opposed
inner ends of the end members for longitudinal adjust-
ment of the end members relative to each other, the outer
end portions of the end members being downwardly
angled, each downwardly angled portion having two gen-
erally parallel passages extending inwardly from the end
thereof, and an elongated rod-like leg received within
each .passage ‘and extending downwardly therefrom for
engagement with a supporting surface, each of said pas-
sages having a substantially circular cross section and
a laterally projecting narrow slot-like portion communi-
cated therewith, each leg being located. within the sub-
stantially circular  portion of the corresponding passage
and having ‘a lateral .projection on-the upper portion
thereof received within the  slot-like. portion so. as to
prevent rotation of the leg, the legs extending from the
passages of one. angled end portion diverging from each
other and terminating in lateral outwardly angled feet
positionable on the rear window deck of an automobile,
and the legs extending from ‘the passages of -the other
angled end portion diverging from each other and termi-
nating in forwardly arched portions engageable over the
upper edge of thé back of the front seat of an automo-
bile.

4. The device of claim 3 including -means for selec-
tively reducing the size of the passages so as to clamp
the legs therein.
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