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1 Clalm

The invention relates to foundation garments,
such as corsets or the like, of the quick adjust-
able type employing pullstraps which engage the
lacing and by which tension is applied thereto
to adjust the garment to fit the wearer.

JIn such types of garments now in use the lac-
ing-is engaged with eyelets carried by the adja-
cent - edges “of - the body :portion of the. garment
in a manner to provide loops extending from
each pair of eyelets. These loops pass through
eyelets carried by buckles attached to the pull-
straps which are adapted to be manipulated by
the wearer to apply tension to the lacing.

This arrangement is objectionable because the
tension of the straps is transmitted directly to
all of the lacing-loops thus causing a consider-
able amount of pressure to be exerted over the
entire area adjacent both sides of the laced por-
tion of the garment, there being no provision to
disconnect any of the loops from the buckles to
ease the pressure at any particular point.

Furthermore such an arrangement is objec-
tionable because of the large cluster of loops
employed which not only makes for a cumber~

some garment but which necessitates the use of :
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a relatively long lacing as compared with that -

of the ordinary hand laced corset thus increasing
the expense of manufacture.

One object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a structure of this character in which the
pressure of the lacing may be controlled to meet
the requirements of the wearer.

Another object of the invention is to provide

a structure requiring a relatively short lacing -

thus making the garment less cumbersome and
more economical to manufacture.

The foregoing and other objects of the inven-
tion, together with means whereby the latter
may be carried into effect, will be described in
the following specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary view slightly in per-
spective, of a garment having a lacing structure
embodying the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing a different
adjustment; and

Fig. 3 is a view similar to that of Fig. 1 but
showing a modified construction.

It is to be understood that the 1nvent10n is

not limited to the construction and arrangement 5

of the parts illustrated in the accompanying
drawing since the invention is capable of other
embodiments. Also, it is to be understood that
the terminology employed herein is for the pur-
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is not intended to limit the invention beyond the
requirements of the prior art.

With reference to Fig. 1 of the drawing, E, E
represents the adjacent edge portions of the body
of a foundation garment which may be that of
a corset, girdle or similar article of wearing ap-
parel. Each of the edge portions E, E, is pro-
vided with a series of lacing-engaging devices
which  may be eyelets but which, as shown, are
preferably in the form. of loops attached directly
to the outer limits of said edge portions. These
series of devices are indicated at 12 and {3 re-
spectively.

The lacing L is engaged with the devices 12
and {3 in a manner to provide a series of lacing-
loops along each of the edge portions E, E, said
lacing-loops being arranged opposite one another
in pairs at different levels in the garment with
each lacing-loop being formed, at least in part,
by & portion of ‘said lacing extending directly
between two of said devices in either of said
edges. In Figs. 1 and 3 certain of said lacing
portions are extended as indicated at {4 and I5,
while the remainder of said portions, indicated
at 16 and 17, are drawn down to their respective
devices. The loops 14 and 15 are connected re-
spectively to pullstraps 20 and 21 whereby the
garment may be readily and quickly adjusted to
fit the wearer. The loops 14 and 15 are detach-
ably connected to said straps by means of de-
tachable devices 22 and 23 respectively which
may be snap fasteners or any other of various
types of detachable devices but which, as shown,
are in the form of hooks designed especially to

o retain the loops yet permit their ready removal

for purposes of adjusting the connections of said
straps with said lacing to adjust the application
of tension to the lacing in a direction lengthwise
of the garment. Such an adjustment permits
the application of tension to the lacing at differ-
erent levels in the garment.

Thus, as shown in Fig. 1, the tension resultlng
from the pull of the straps 20 and 21 is directed
to the extreme upper and lower portions of the

53 lacing L with the result that the tension over

the area between these portions of the lacing is
relieved, at least to a considerable extent. 'This
arrangement is particularly advantageous in sur-
gical cases requiring support for the body of the
wearer In general without subjecting the injured
parts to pressure set up by the tension of the
lacing in addition to that of the garment. In
the arrangement of Fig. 1 the injury may be
assumed to lie in the area bounded by the loops

pose of description and not of limitation, and it 55 14 and 15 of the Iacing.
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Furthermore different forms or figures require
the application of pressure at different points.
Thus, as shown in Fig. 2, the tension is applied to
the lower portions of the lacing, the straps 20
and 21 being connected with the loops 14,14’ and
15, 15’ respectively. This adjustment relieves the
upper portions of the garment from the direct
pressure of the lacing, which pressure is exerted
over the lower portions of the garment. This
arrangement is necessary in the case of an obese
figure to which it is particularly desirable to ap-
ply relatively heavy pressure over the abdominal
region.

The arrangement of the present invention is

furthermore of great advantage to the corsetiére
in adjusting the garment to fit the wearer.

For practical purposes a preliminary fit may be
made by attaching the pullstraps to single loops
of the lacing, for example at the top and bot-
tom of the garment as is shown in Fig. 1. With
the garment so adjusted it may be quickly de-
cided where it is desirable to apply the greatest
pressure and the garment then readjusted by dis-
engaging said loops from the pullstraps and re-
engaging said straps with the proper portions of
the lacing to provide the greatest pressure at the
desireqd level.

In Fig. 3 is shown a miodified construction in
which thé lacing-loops and the ends of the pull-
straps to which said loops aré attached may be
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arranged on the inside of the garment with the
manipulative portions of said straps projecting
through apertures indicated at 30 and 31. A
shield indicated at 32 serves to cover the parts on
the inside of the garment and protect the wearer
therefrom.

I claim:

A foundation garment having a series of lac-
ing-engaging devices carried by each of its adja-~
cent edges; a lacing engaged with said devices in
a manner to provide a series of lacing-loops along
each of said edges, said lacing-loops being ar-
ranged opposite one another in pairs at different
levels in the garment with each lacing-loop being
formed, at least in part, by a portion of said lac~
ing extending directly between two of said de-
vices in either of said edges; pullstraps; and de-
tachable cofinections between said pullstraps and
said lacing via the lacing-loops, at least, at one
level in the garment; said pullstraps being ad-
justable in one respect whereby, through said
connections and their attached lacing-loops, ten-
sion may be applied to said lacing to adjust the
garment to fit the wearer; said pullstraps being
adjustable in another respect whereby said con-
nections may be detached from the lacing-loops
at one level and attached to the lacing-loops at
another level to shift the tension applied to said
lacing in a direction lengthwise of the garment.
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