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~ UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MAYER AXELMAN AND HARRY W. AXELMAN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

. BRIEF AND OTHER CARRYING CASE.

15,104.
Original No. 1_,329,5751, dated l’ebruai’y 3, 1920, Se
s reissue filed _Mnych 31,

T'o all whom it may concern ; :
Be it known that we, Maven Axenyan
‘and Harey- W, Axenuax, citizens of thé

United States, and residents of the city of -

40 SN
' Another object of this invention is the in--
-troduction therein of a resilient, preforably -

metallic frame, to form the central portion

of the case; which imparts to'the . whole.

45
" tiality which can not be foun

. isting structures, T
Other objects of this inventio
inafter fully appear. S

In the drawin : forming a part of this
specification and which ilﬁ\'strabe the pre-
ferred embodiments of our invention—

d in similar ex-
n will here-

50

Figure 1 is a front eleﬁ’atiqq of this carry- -

©ing case. )
55  I'ig. 2 is an end elevation of the same.
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structure a degree of stiffness and substan- -
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Fig. 3 is a rear clevation of the case, a
Dportion of the pocket on-the back ‘of the
case being broken away to disclose one of
the tie straps and its buckle.”

+ 6 Chicago, in the county of Cook and State Fig. 4 18 a sectional elevation on line 60
of Tilinois, have invented.certain new and 4—4 of Fig, 3; this figmre as well as several
useful Improvements in Brief and other others of the remaining figures being drawn -
Carrying Cases; and we do hereby declare on an inéreased scale. ' '
that the following is a full, clear, anitexact” I ig. 5 is-a perspective -view of the me-

10 description of the same, reference being had . tallic frame employed in this case. 65
to the accompanying drawings, and to' the - Fig.16ds a plan view of the case when
numerals of reference marked. thereon, fully extended,.the, tying straps not being
-which form a part of this specification. - visible. e -

: * This invention has. general reference to . : Fig. T is a transverse sectional elevation

15 brief and other:carrying cases; and it con-- of the-lower part of the case, on line 7—7 70
sists, essentially, in the novel and peculiar - of ¥ ig. 4, the tie-straps and the back pocket
comhination o© parts, and details of .con-: being omitted. - : o

- struction, as hereinafter first fully set forth = F g. 8 s a longitudinal sectional plan of

~ and described, dnd then pointed out: in the . the ‘lower part of the case on line 8—8 of
20 claims. T i s el Fign 8, the tie-straps and, pocket omitted. 75

The: object of .this:invention .is the pro:\ - ,.i'}ig_, 9-is:a view similar to Fig. 7, showing

duction‘og,an efficient und serviceable carry- ‘the tie-strap and its buckle when located in-

ing case in which the usual tying straps by.the compartment 16 instead of the pocket at

s wl%ich‘ the case. i3 tied; "are placed out of: the biack of the case. ; N

25 si{,'ht, so that they, and especially the ends' - Fig. 10 is'a'plan view of the cnse, the flap 80

- of the straps are;giddenin the cage.” It.is a’ or fly=C:being omitted, the back B being -~ -
“well-known  fact that in all carrying cuses shown in section.-: - SRR
such ‘as suit cases, satchels,. carrying bags, - . Fig. 11 ig a side view of & portion of the

... and the like, which are provided with straps: tie-strap, its buckle, and a part of the back

30 secured to the case, ‘these stray s are-objec- - of the casing. . - , ‘85
tionable features.- They dangle about; the ' Fig. 12 is a_front elevation of the ‘Dbuckle
ends thereof are liable to-catch on.objects; detached. = - v '
the exposed ‘buckles are lisble to injuré'per- ~ Fig. 15.is a plan of a blank of which the

.. sons coming in contact therewith, and - covering of the back of the U-shaped frame

35 speaking in general terms; they are a neces-* F,  and .the 'six gussets ure integrally 90
sary muisance. . . .o o el Cformed. o ‘ : -

o overcome this objectionable “feature, Fig. 14is a plan of the two partitions in
we construct this carrying case in such a the case, detached therefrom., .7 '
manner that the straps are located in theiin-- -~ Like parts are designitéd by the same
terior of the case. et Ccharacters. and 'symbols of reference in all 95

~the various'figures. :
This' carrying case is a substantially rec-
tangular structure,.constructed: of any suit-
~able material, preferably leather, and it :
comprises a"front wall A, a rvear wall B, 100
‘which latter wall is cxtended beyond the
‘height of the front wall to afford a flap or
‘fly .G, which is adapted to fold over the
_front-wall A to serve as a closure to the cuse,
there being on this fly suitable snap fasten- 105
ings Dy or other meuns for holding the fly
to the case, and a lock E, for locking the
same. These two members A, B, a»e placed
in spaced-apart relationship, there .icing be-
tween these walls, two partitions :2, 13, to 110




10

15

divide the interior of the case into-three
compartments 14, 15, 16. .

The medial one, 15, of these compart-
ments is formed by a U-shaped, preferably-
metallic, frame I, ‘shown detached; and
without any covering, in’ Ifig. 5. The com-
partments 14 and 16 are formed by connect-

ing ‘the front and rear walls to the parti-

tions 12, 13, by side gussets or accordion
plaits 17, 17#, 18, 18% and bottom gussets 19,
20, whereby the case is rendered eztensible
to a degree limited by: the accordion plaits
of which there may be any desired number
to afford the desired carrying capacity of
the case.

In order to tie the case, there are provided

a multiplicity  of straps, G, preferably

' 20

" underneat!

25

30

35

40

45

leather, one end of which is preferably

- gewed to the inner side of the wall ‘A, near

the lower margin thereof, by stitchiny 21,
and then passed out of the compartment 14
the bottom of the case, and
either into the compartment 16 where they
may be secured to the walls thereof cr into
the pocket formed by the facing 23 o= the
outer surface of the rear wall B, as illis-
trated in Figs: 2,3, 4 and 9. _ .
Upon the back of the member B of the

_case there is located a pocket H, which.com-
prises the facing 23, which is turned in-
~.wardly at its lower margin, as at 24, and.

there stitched to the back B. This facing is
connected at its vertical margins to the back
B by gussets 25, whereby. the pocket H may
be éxtended to the limit of the grussets.25.

-Above the upper margin of the pocket fac-
‘ing 23 there is secured to the back B a fly

or flap I, the inner longitudinal margin of
whiclt is stitched to the back as at 26.. This
fly 1 overlies the facing 23 of the pocket,

and has near its margins snap-fasteners or
other catches 27.:: It is in this pocket in.

which the ends of the straps (3, and the
buckles 22 which secure them are located so
that when the fly I is turned down, the

- straps are hidden in the pocket H, but may

50

‘be manipulated by lifting the fly I and
- reachi S

into the pocket.

Tt is desirable that in some cases the
pocket ‘at the back of the case be dispensed

 with. ' In this instance, we pass the strapn

+

" ner side of the back B. - Th

" or compartment 16.

G into the compartment 16, as illustrated in
Fig. 9, and secure the buckles 22 to the in-

e straps, in this
case are reached by reaching into the pocket

We have hereinbefore mentioned the me-

tallic, ‘U-shaped frame F. This frame is a

flat bar which is best made of steel to be

60 resilient; and it is covered on its.outside and

85

inside with any suitable material, such as:

leather, canvas, cloth, and the like, and it is

to this outside covering that the inner mar-
gins of the gussets are secured, as will here-
inafter appear. Originally, the two limbs -

. 15,104 -

30,81, of the frame F are at an obtuse angle
to the base 32 of the frame, as shown in
dotted lines at 28, in Fig. 5, and these limbs
are then pulled into parillelism- when the
partitions 12, 13, are sewed thereto. This
places the partitions in tension; but when
these partitions are being distended or de-
flected, as illustrated in Fig, 10, the two
limbs 30, 31, will be drawn toward each
othér, as indicated by the dotted lines 29, in
Fig. 5, to regain their normal position when
the partitions are released. The base of
the frame F greatly stiffens the bottom of
the carrying case and prevents its bulging
outwardly when weight is carried in the
case. DButtons 33, Figs. 1,3, and 6, are
placed under the base 32, upon:which' the
ense may rest when placed in sertical posi-
+ ton on the floor, table, or other object.

The normally horizontal portion’ 34 of
the fly O is reinforced by a preferibly fiber
or vencer strip 85, which is held in position
by ‘a leather or other strip 36, séwed along
the marginal edges of the said strip as at
37, Fig. 6.  This reinforcing of the fly-C
strengthens the carrying case so that when
carried by a handle J, suitably secured to

“the-fly and its reinforcing strir. this rein-

forced portion of the case will resist up-
ward bending caused by the weight in the
case. - :

- Attention is now invited to the fact that
the ‘outside  covering  of the  U-shaped
frame F, and the six gussets or accordion

“plaits 17, 17, 18, 182, 19, and 20, are all

70

75

80

85

90
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formed of a_single piece of flexible material, -

such as leather, canvas, cloth, and. the-like,
folded in-such manner that the gussets are
integrally connected. Thus a strip of this
material, slightly wider than the carrying
case when. in fully-extended condition, and
as. long as necessary to go around the bot-
tom and two sides of the case, is first. folded
upon itself along the longitudinal margins
as indicated by the lines 40, 40+, and then
. longitudinally along the lines 41, 41*, and
again longitudinally on the lines 49, 49+,
This strip is then twice folded crosswise at 43,
43, a distance from its end margins 42, 42°,
corresponding to the height of the case plus
narrow end portions 44, 44%. At the inter-
section of the folds 40; 41, 41*, and 40, with
the folds 43 and 43+ there are formed right-

108

110

115

‘angled, triangular creases 45, 46, 47, 48, and . -

454, 46%, 47, and 48+, so that when the two
end portions are turned at right angles and
the strip refolded, the }[l)ortions defined by
the lines 43, 43¢, and the 40, 4
‘and 40%, form the two bottom gussets 19, 20,
while the remaining portions of. the strip
form the four side gussets 17, 17, 18, and
18=, the middle portion bounded by the lon-
~ gitudinal lines 41, 41*, forming the outside
covering for the members 30, 31, 32, of the
U-shaped frame F. Thig vutside” covering

120

lines 40, 41, 41%, -

126
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s preférab’ly cemented to the frame mem-
.bers and then the front A and back-B are

sewed -to the margins of the gussets as at

50, 51, in Figs. 1, 3, 6, 7, and 8, so that there

are two thicknesses of the material at the

three margins of the front A, and also three -
thicknesses at the margin of the back mem-

ber of the case, Before the front and the

back members of the case are sewn to the

gussets, the partitions 12, 13, are placed

upon the bottom or base member 32 of the.
frame F, in the following manner:

A strip 52, of suitable material is placed
upon, and preferably cemented to, the inner
surface of the base member 32. This strip
is wider than the base, as shovrn best in Fig.
7, its margins 53, 54, being t:: .1ed upwardly
and cemented, -or otherwise secured to: the
lower edges of the partitions i2, 13. Simi-
lar strips 55, Fig. 8, are cemented to the
inner surfaces of the limbs 30, 31, of the
frame F, and passed around the vertical
margins of the partitions 12, 13, as at 56, 57,
and cemented or otherwise secured thereto.

We have hereinbefore mentioned that the
blank shown in Fig. 13, has two narrow end
portions 42, 428, . These end portions are
doubled upo 1 themselves and cemented ' to-
gether so that the upper edges of the side
gussets are formed of two thicknesses of the -
material of the blanK and thus present no

raw edges of the material, and at the same'

time overlap the uppeér ends of the frame
members 30, 31, and the inner linings 55
thereat. S . '
In order to strengthen the connection be-
tween the vertical edges of the partitions 12,
18, and the gusséts, there are formed at the
upper corners of these partitions short pro-
jections 58, as shown in Figs. 6 and 14, which
projections are folded upon the inner sides
of the gussets and then cross stitched there-
at, as at 59, Fig. 6. By this method of form-
ing the gussets and securing them to the
U-shaped frame I, and to the front and
back members A, B, we produce a carrying
case of superior quality; and in this connec-
tion we will here state that all thé stitching
in this carrying case, instead of being done .
with cotton or linen thread, may be done

. with thin, soft, metallic wire, preferably

' bb

60

o

copper or tinned iron, which makes the
seams and connections practically indestruc-
tible. Tt is a well-known fact that the
stitching in sample and other carrying cases,
when done with eotton, or linen thréad,
sooner or later gives out, the thread wearitig
rapidly and rottihg by moisture, an- objec-,
ticn which is entirely obviated by the stiteh-
ing with metallic thread, whicly can be suc-
cessfully used in hand, as well 4s machine
sewing. N
While we prefer to make the blank shown
in Fig. 18, of a single piere of material, it
may also be formed of two halves stitched or

04

cemented, or both, at adjacent ends, as indi-
cated at 60, and also of three pieces, as indli-
cated at 61, 62, a. matter which will be ob-
vious to persons skilled in the art to which
our invention appertains,

While we have hereinbefore described the
preferred embodiment of our invention, we
desire it to be understood that we are aware
that changes in details of construction may
be made, and parts omitted without depart-
ing from the scope of our invention as de-
fined in the appended claims: :

Having thus fully described this inven-
tion, we claim as new. and desire to secure
to ourselves by Tetters Patent of the United
States— : A '

" 1. A carrying case, including, in combi-
nation, a front wall, a rear wall in spaced
apart relationship to said front wall, said
rear wall having a flexible extension form-
mg a flap or fly to cover a portion of the
front wall, a pocket on the outer surface of
the rear wall, a fly on said rear wall con-
structed to overlie said- pocket, and tie-
straps, snid straps being secured at one of
their ends to the inside surface of said front.

.wal] at the lower part thereof, said straps

passing underneath the bottom of said case
anto said pocket, and means in said pocket
for retaining the free ends of said straps in
adjusted position. " .

2. In alcarrying case, the combination of
a front wall, a rear wall, a compartment on
the outer surface of said rear wall, and a se-
ries of tie straps, said tie straps being se-
cured at one of their ends to the inner sur-

a -

70

7%

80

86

90

25

100

face of said front wall, the other ends of

suid tie straps being secured. to the other of.

said -walls within said eompartment, and
means for closing said compartment, where-

by the free ends of said tie straps arc located

in saitl compartment and hidden from view
when said case is closed. | .

3. In a carrying case, the combination of
a front wall, a rear wall, said walls being
flexibly connected at their sides and bottom
margins to afford a compartment, a pocket
at the back of said rear wall, and a multi-

105

110

plicity of tie straps, said tie:straps being -

sécnred at one of their ends to the lower
margin of the front wdll, and with their
other ends adjustably secured to the back
wall within said pocket.

4. A carrying case, including, in combi-

‘nation, a front wall, a rear wall, said front

and rear walls being flexibly connected at

120

their side and bottom margmns to afford a -

compartment in said case, a fly secured to
the back wall and constructed to overlie the

.front wall to ciose said compartinent, o

pocket at' the back of said rear wall, a fly
constructed to' close said pocket, and a se-
ries of tie straps, said tie straps having one
of their ends secured to the inner surface of

said front wall at the lower margin thereof,

126

130




_flexible connection into sal
‘means in said pocket for adjustably secur-

~ closed. ~

10

15

K

~

sald straps passing through said flexible
connection at the bottom margins under said
pocket, and

ing said straps in said pocket, whereby the
ends of the straps are hidden from view
when said compartment and said pocket are
5. A brief case having walls deﬁhing. the
limits thereof, and means for adjusting said
‘case comprising a member secured to one
wall interiorly thereof and passing beneath
the brief case and rising adjacent the other
wall. ' S .
6. A traveling case having adjustable

compartments, means for adjusting said

compartments comprising members secured
interiorly of one -outer wall thereof and
passing beneath said compartments and ex-

185,104

tending into said case, and devices interiorty 20
of said case for holding the same in adjusted
position. e
7. A traveling case having a plurality of
walls defining adjustable compartments, a
tie strap secured to the inner side 'of the 25
outer wall of ‘one compartment and passin,
beneath said case, and rising adjacent a wall -
of another compartment, and means for ad-
justably securing said tie strap to a wall of
the last mentioned compartment. = =
In testimony whereof weé have hereunto
subscribed our names in the presence of two "
subscribing witnesses. :
. "MAYER AXELMAN.
T HARRY W. AXELMAN.
‘Witnesses: o o
SeeNcer W. GiBss, .
. James M. O’Brien. - -
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