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1
POWER CONVERTER AND CONTROL
METHOD THEREFOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Phase of International
Application No. PCT/CN2019/085732, filed May 6, 2019,
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates generally to power conversion, and
more particularly to conversion of power flowing between
two power sources.

BACKGROUND ART

Soft Open point (SOP) is a kind of AC/AC power con-
verter system installed at normally open switches (NOS)
between terminals of two feeders in the power distribution
network. Usually the SOP converter is a back-to-back con-
verter system with two voltage source converters (VSCs).
Examples are given in JEFFREY M. BLOEMINK AND
TIMOTHY C. GREEN, INCREASING DISTRIBUTED
GENERATION PENETRATION USING SOFT NOR-
MALLY-OPEN POINTS, IEEE PES GENERAL MEET-
ING, PROVIDENCE, RI, USA, 2010. The benefits from the
installation of SOP includes optimal power flow control,
reactive power condensation, fault isolation, and etc. How-
ever, because of the introduction of SOP equipment, the
corresponding feeders change from radial type to dual power
supply type, i.e. one power from substation (AC source) and
another power from SOP, which brings protection issues.

Usually feeders in a distribution network are radial type.
The so-called multi-steps-current-protection (MSCP)
method, such three or four steps current protection method,
has been widely employed for fault protection at radial type
distribution network, which is disclosed in JIA TIAN, HOU-
LEI GAO, MEIYI HOU, JUN LIANG, YISHU ZHAO, A
FAST CURRENT PROTECTION SCHEME FOR DISTRI-
BUTION NETWORK WITH DISTRIBUTED GENERA-
TION. 10TH IET INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
DEVELOPMENTS IN POWER SYSTEM PROTECTION
(DPSP 2010). However, once the SOP equipment is con-
nected, the related feeders become dual power feeders. In
order to protect the system under phase to phase fault,
direction relay is usually installed at each protection.
Besides, each section line needs two circuit breakers at each
terminal of the line to isolate the fault line. This increases the
system control complexity cost. Further, for the distribution
network containing soft open point (SOP) equipment, the
short circuit current contributed from SOP is usually of
constant value and with rather low value (close to the
nominal DC current). Therefore, it is quite difficult to
employ TSOCP to protect the line with fault current from
SOP side due the short circuit current is almost the same at
each line. Finally, all the SOP may be tripped to avoid over
current of the converter.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According an aspect of present invention, it provides a
power converter including: a power conversion circuit hav-
ing a first terminal set and a second terminal set, being
configured to convert power input via one of the first

10

35

40

45

55

60

2

terminal set and the second terminal set and output the
converted power via the other of the first terminal set and the
second terminal set; a measurement unit, being configured to
measure voltage/current at a point on a first network linking
a first power source and the first terminal set of the power
conversion circuit, wherein the point is arranged between a
circuit breaker inserted in the first network and the first
terminal set of the power conversion circuit; a controller,
being configured to control the power conversion circuit to:
generate a voltage/current waveform travelling along the
first network with a power supplied by a second power
source linked to the second terminal set of the power
conversion circuit in response to a condition that a change
rate of the measurement of the voltage/current exceeds a
threshold; identify the voltage/current waveform from the
measurements of the measurement unit; and locate a fault on
the first network in consideration of an interval between a
first timing when the controller identifies the voltage/current
waveform and a second timing when the controller identifies
an echo of the voltage/current waveform.

According to another aspect of present invention, it pro-
vides a method for controlling a power converter, including:
measuring voltage/current at a point on a first network
linking a first power source and a first terminal set of the
power converter; controlling the power converter to generate
a voltage/current waveform travelling along the first net-
work with a power supplied by a second power source linked
to a second terminal set of the power converter in response
to a condition that a change rate of the measurement of the
voltage/current exceeds a threshold; reading the measure-
ments of voltage/current at the point after the condition
becomes true and identifying the voltage/current waveform
from the measurements; and locating a fault on the first
network in consideration of an interval between a first
timing when the controller identifies the voltage/current
waveform and a second timing when the controller identifies
an echo of the voltage/current waveform.

By using the solution according to present invention, the
power conversion circuit can be re-used for different modes
of operation either for power transmission under normal
condition or for fault location under fault condition. This is
helpful for realizing single-end travelling wave phase to
phase fault location via control of the converter at SOP. With
the proposed protection solution, additional breakers are not
required when a conventional radial type distributed net-
work system is upgraded to the dual power supply system
with SOP. The solution is helpful for decreasing the imple-
mentation difficulty of the SOP solution.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The subject matter of the invention will be explained in
more detail in the following text with reference to preferred
exemplary embodiments which are illustrated in the draw-
ings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a power distribution network according to
an embodiment of present invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates the power converter according to an
embodiment of present invention;

FIG. 3 illustrates fault location on the first network
according to an embodiment of present invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates the power converter circuits according
to an embodiment of present invention; and

FIG. 5 illustrates the operation of the power converter
according to an embodiment of present invention.

The reference symbols used in the drawings, and their
meanings, are listed in summary form in the list of reference



US 11,863,082 B2

3

symbols. In principle, identical parts are provided with the
same reference symbols in the figures.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

While the invention is susceptible to various modifica-
tions and alternative forms, specific embodiments thereof
are shown by way of example in the drawings and will
herein be described in detail. It should be understood,
however, that the drawings and detailed description thereto
are not intended to limit the invention to the particular form
disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover all
modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within
the spirit and scope of the present invention as defined by the
appended claims. Note, the headings are for organizational
purposes only and are not meant to be used to limit or
interpret the description or claims. Furthermore, note that
the word “may” is used throughout this application in a
permissive sense (i.e., having the potential to, being able to),
not a mandatory sense (i.e., must).” The term “include”, and
derivations thereof, mean “including, but not limited to”.
The term “connected” means “directly or indirectly con-
nected”, and the term “coupled” means “directly or indi-
rectly connected”.

As shown in FIG. 1, a power distribution network 1
includes a first power source 10, a first network 11, a second
power source 12, a second network 13, and a power con-
verter 14. For example, as shown in FIG. 1, both of the first
power source 10 and the second power source 12 are of AC
power source, and the first network 11 and the second
network 13 are of AC network distributing the AC power
respectively to/from the first power source 10 and the second
power source 12. Telecommunication (e.g. GOOSE)
between a controller 144 of the power converter 14 and each
relay (IED) is arranged.

The power converter 14 has a power conversion circuit
140, and the power conversion 140 has a first terminal set
141 and a second terminal set 142. The power conversion
circuit 140 is configured to convert power input via one of
the first terminal set 141 and the second terminal set 142 and
output the converted power via the other of the first terminal
set 141 and the second terminal set 142.

The power conversion circuit 140 of the power converter
14 uses an AC to AC power conversion circuit topology. The
first terminal set 141 of the power conversion circuit 140 is
electrically coupled to the first network 11 which in turn is
electrically coupled to the first power source 10, and the
second terminal set 142 of the power conversion circuit 140
is electrically coupled to the second network 13 which in
turn is electrically coupled to the second power source 12.
The power conversion circuit 140 can use a back-to-back
converter system with two voltage source converters U1, U2
electrically connected by a DC link C. and both of the two
voltage source converters U1, U2 can use power conversion
circuits for converting between AC and DC power with their
DC sides are electrically coupled by the DC link C. The
skilled person should understand that as an alternative, a
topology of direct AC to AC power converter, such as matrix
converter, can be used for the power conversion circuit 140.

FIG. 2 illustrates the power converter according to an
embodiment of present invention. As shown in FIG. 2, the
voltage source converter Ul uses power semiconductor
switches both turn-on and turn-off can be controlled, such as
the insulated-gate bipolar transistor (IGBT). As a result, they
can be used to make self-commutated converters. In such
converters, the polarity of DC voltage is usually fixed and
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the DC voltage, being smoothed by a large capacitance of
the DC link C, can be considered constant. The controlla-
bility gives many advantages, notably the ability to switch
the IGBTs on and off many times per cycle in order to
improve the harmonic performance. Being self-commutated,
the converter no longer relies on synchronous machines in
the AC system for its operation.

The voltage source converter Ul can use a six pulse
bridge in which the power semiconductor switches use
IGBTs with inverse-parallel diodes. With the help of the DC
link C behaves like a DC smoothing capacitor, the voltage
source converter can output two voltage levels at the AC
output of each phase that correspond to the electrical poten-
tials of the positive and negative DC terminals. Pulse-width
modulation (PWM) can be used to improve the harmonic
distortion of the converter. As an alternative, the voltage
source converter Ul can be built with some form of multi-
level converter, most commonly the Modular Multilevel
Converter (MMC), in which each valve consists of a number
of independent converter submodules, each containing its
own storage capacitor. The IGBTs in each submodule either
bypass the capacitor or connect it into the circuit, allowing
the valve to synthesize a stepped voltage with very low
levels of harmonic distortion.

Similarly, the other voltage source converter U2 can use
a six pulse bridge in which the power semiconductor
switches use IGBTs with inverse-parallel diodes. With the
help of the DC link C behaves like a DC smoothing
capacitor, the voltage source converter can output two
voltage levels at the AC output of each phase that correspond
to the electrical potentials of the positive and negative DC
terminals. Pulse-width modulation (PWM) can be used to
improve the harmonic distortion of the converter. As an
alternative, the voltage source converter U1 can be built with
some form of multilevel converter, most commonly the
Modular Multilevel Converter (MMC), in which each valve
consists of a number of independent converter submodules,
each containing its own storage capacitor. The IGBTs in
each submodule either bypass the capacitor or connect it into
the circuit, allowing the valve to synthesize a stepped
voltage with very low levels of harmonic distortion.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the power converter 14 further
includes at least one measurement unit 143. Measurement
unit 143 in accordance with the invention is arranged at a
measuring point of the first network 11 adjacent to one end
thereof. Possible fault locations, within and outside of the
protection zone L1, [.2, 1.3, L4, are separated by circuit
breakers S1, S2, S3, S4 inserted in the first network 11. As
shown in FIG. 1, the measuring unit 143 is arranged between
one of the circuit breakers S1, S2, S3, S4 and the first
terminal set 141 of the power conversion circuit 140. The
measurement unit 143 can be a voltage sensor, a current
sensor or a combination thereof. The measurement unit 143
can be used for measuring value of phase voltage at the
measuring point of the first network 11; besides, the mea-
surement unit 143 can be used for measuring value of phase
current at the measuring point of the first network 11. The
skilled person shall understand that as an alternative, the
measurement unit 143 can be used for measuring line
voltage and/or line current at the measuring point. With this
configuration, a fault occurring on the first network 11 can
be located.

If it is desirable to locate a fault occurring on the second
network 13, the power converter 14 further includes another
measurement unit 145. Measurement unit 145 in accordance
with the invention is arranged at a measuring point of the
first network 13 adjacent to one end thereof. Possible fault
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locations, within and outside of the protection zone L5, L6,
L7, L8, are separated by circuit breakers S5, S6, S7, S8
inserted in the second network 13. As shown in FIG. 1, the
measuring unit 145 is arranged between one of the circuit
breakers S5, S6, S7, S8 and the second terminal set 142 of
the power conversion circuit 140. The measurement unit 145
can be a voltage sensor, a current sensor or a combination
thereof. The measurement unit 145 can be used for measur-
ing value of phase voltage at the measuring point of the
second network 13; besides, the measurement unit 145 can
be used for measuring value of phase current at the mea-
suring point of the second network 13. The skilled person
shall understand that as an alternative, the measurement unit
145 can be used for measuring line voltage and/or line
current at the measuring point.

FIG. 3 illustrates fault location on the first network
according to an embodiment of present invention. As shown
in FIG. 3, on occurrence of a fault at a point in the first
network 11, within one of the protection zones [.1, 1.2, L3,
L4, a disturbance in the form of travelling waves moves
outwardly along the first network 11 from the fault-occur-
ring point and is detected by the measurement 143. For
example, a phase to phase fault happens at point F within the
protection zone 1.2, a voltage dip of corresponding phase
lines will appear at the measurement unit 143 arranged at
one end of the first network 11 to the first terminal set 141
of the power conversion circuit 140. A controller 144 of the
power converter 14 will control its output current, which can
be regarded as the short circuit current contributed by the
converter but controlled to a maximum limitation. The fault
event is detected based the voltage dip amplitude and the
short circuit current from the converter or other methods
such as methods based on communication. In particular, the
circuit breakers S1, S2 will have fault current Ifl flows from
the first power source 10 to fault location F at within the
protection zone [.2. The circuit breaker S2 will trip imme-
diately, while the circuit breaker S1 is as backup protection,
according to the TSOCP algorithm. The circuit breakers S3,
S4 will have fault current If2 from the power converter 14
to the fault location F. The output voltage and current at the
measuring point (i.e. UQ1 and IQ1) at the side to the first
terminal set 141 of the power converter 14 are measured by
the measurement unit 143 and communicated to the con-
troller 144 of the power converter 14. The phase to phase
fault F is identified by the voltage and current measure-
ments, UQ1, IQ1 since fault F will result in an obvious
voltage dip and a short circuit current (limited to maximum
current limitation of the voltage source converter U1). The
fault event can be identified based on a condition if a change
rate of the measurement of the voltage/current exceeds a
threshold. If the fault component current can be detected, we
will know that there is a short circuit fault occurring in the
line. For example, define fault criteria as:

liag) = iag-ml > iser (69)
lipwy = ipg-m| > iser

lic@ = icw-m| > iser

Where, i), 154 and i, are the kth sampling point of
Phase A, B and C respectively; i,y lzgny, and
1cge.n are the (k-N)th sampling point of Phase A, B and
C respectively; N is the number of sampled points per
fundamental period, such as 20 ms for a 50 Hz grid
system,

i, 1s the predefined threshold current value for protection.
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If any of the three criteria is fulfilled, a short circuit fault
can be identified. Similarly, the voltage changing rate can be
also used for the phase to phase short circuit identification.

FIG. 5 illustrates the operation of the power converter
according to an embodiment of present invention. When
short circuit between phase A and phase B is identified, an
operation sequence will be ordered as shown in figure below,
in which Qlg, Q2g and Q4g are the gate driver signals of
Q1, Q2 and Q4 respectively. Here it is assumed that the
converter Ul is a three phase half bridge 2-level converter.
Other converter type is also applicable by similar concept.
At t,, the close signal of S, and S, are ordered, phase reactor
L,and L, are by passed. Att,, Q4 is switched on, Q1 and Q2
are switched on and off complementarily with high fre-
quency. Consequently, a high frequency voltage pulse V,,,, is
exerted between phase A and Phase B by Ul.

Once a fault event is identified by the controller 144, the
controller 144 controls the power conversion circuit 140 to
generate a voltage/current waveform travelling along the
first network 11. Under such scenario, the power converter
14 performs as of an AC to AC power converter which
converting power supplied from the second power source 12
to the voltage/current waveform travelling along the first
network 11. Once the fault event is identified, a detection
waveform, for example which is a series of high frequency
current pulses, will be generated by converter Ul. In order
to realize a steep current waveform edge, at least two of the
phase reactors La, b or Lc is by passed by respective
bypass switch Sa, Sb or Sc. The converter U1 with bypass
switch is shown in FIG. 4.

Because the solution is dependent on the travelling waves,
which are transient, it is necessary to isolate these by
removing the steady state current and voltage components
from the signals provided by the transducers within the
measurement unit 143. This could be done in several ways,
one satisfactory method, which has been used in the past,
being continually to monitor the transducer outputs and to
store the signals for a period corresponding to the duration
of one whole cycle of the power-system (i.e. 0.02 or 0.01 s
for a 50 Hz system). In the case, the stored quantities are
subtracted from the signals during the next cycle to give zero
output in each case, when the circuit conditions are
unchanged. This process can be done by sampling the waves
and storing them digitally. They can then be recovered in
their original form for subtraction by using digital/analogue
convertors.

The output of non-zero quantities at the end of this
process indicates the presence of a disturbance. The con-
troller 144 is configured to identify the voltage/current
waveform from the measurements of the measurement unit
143 and record a first timing when it identifies the wave-
form.

As described above, under the control of the controller
144, the power converter 14 generates the detection wave-
form and initiates travelling waves of voltage and current on
the first network 11, and they move outwardly along the first
network 11 from the first terminal set 141 of the power
converter 14 and are detected by the measurement 143, and
which in turn travel to the other end of the first network 11.
On arrival at the fault location F of the first network 11 the
travelling waves are completely or partially reflected,
depending on the circuits connected to the fault point F of
the first network 11. The echo voltage waveform reflected
from fault location F will be measured by the measurement
unit 143 and identified by the controller 144 from the instant
measurement. The controller 144 records a second timing
when it identifies the echo of the waveform. The time at
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which these voltages were present may be found from the
variations which have been occurred in the line end voltages
and currents and thus the time taken for the waves to travel
from the fault to the line end may be determined. Because
the velocity of the travelling waves is known the fault
position can be found.

A possible method of determining the position of a line
fault is described below, a single phase circuit of length L.
being considered for simplicity. From the movement of the
first voltage/current waveforms at the measuring measuring
point, the voltage/current waveforms are injected into the
first network 11 in response to a voltage dip detected by the
measurement unit 143. Based on the time difference At
between the first timing and the second timing, the distance
D between the power converter 14 and fault location F is
calculated. Based on the value of D, the fault location is
determined. In this example, the fault is located at line
section 1.2, between breakers S2, S3. Finally, the breaker trip
signal is sent to the circuit breaker S3 via telecommunication
in order to isolate the fault from the rest of lines at the power
converter side.

To this basic scheme several refinements are added to
avoid possible malfunctions imposed by the following con-
ditions. The power converter 14 further includes a by-
passing device, being configured to short circuit a filter
inserted between the first network and the first terminal set
of the power conversion circuit; wherein: the controller is
further configured to issue a command to close the by-
passing device substantially in parallel with the generation
of the voltage/current waveform.

Though the present invention has been described on the
basis of some preferred embodiments, those skilled in the art
should appreciate that those embodiments should by no way
limit the scope of the present invention. Without departing
from the spirit and concept of the present invention, any
variations and modifications to the embodiments should be
within the apprehension of those with ordinary knowledge
and skills in the art, and therefore fall in the scope of the
present invention which is defined by the accompanied
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A power converter, including:

a power conversion circuit having a first terminal set and
a second terminal set, being configured to convert
power input via one of the first terminal set and the
second terminal set and output the converted power via
the other of the first terminal set and the second
terminal set;

a measurement unit, being configured to measure voltage/
current at a point on a first network linking a first power
source and the first terminal set of the power conver-
sion circuit, wherein the point is arranged between a
circuit breaker inserted in the first network and the first
terminal set of the power conversion circuit;

a controller, being configured to control the power con-
version circuit to:

generate a voltage/current waveform travelling along the
first network with a power supplied by a second power
source linked to the second terminal set of the power
conversion circuit in response to a condition that a
change rate of the measurement of the voltage/current
exceeds a threshold;

identify the voltage/current waveform from the measure-
ments of the measurement unit; and

locate a fault on the first network in consideration of an
interval between a first timing when the controller
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8

identifies the voltage/current waveform and a second
timing when the controller identifies an echo of the
voltage/current waveform.

2. The power converter according to claim 1, further

includes:

a by-passing device, being configured to short circuit a
filter inserted between the first network and the first
terminal set of the power conversion circuit;

wherein:

the controller is further configured to issue a command to
close the by-passing device substantially in parallel
with the generation of the voltage/current waveform.

3. The power converter according to claim 1, wherein:

the voltage/current waveform has a distinctive pattern.

4. The power converter according claim 3, wherein:

the power conversion circuit is of a bi-directional power
conversion circuit.

5. A distribution network using the power converter

according to claim 4.
6. A distribution network using the power converter
according to claim 3.

7. The power converter according to claim 2, wherein:

the power conversion circuit is of a bi-directional power
conversion circuit.

8. A distribution network using the power converter

according to claim 7.
9. A distribution network using the power converter
according to claim 2.

10. The power converter according to claim 1, wherein:

the voltage/current waveform has a distinctive pattern.

11. The power converter according to claim 10, wherein:

the power conversion circuit is of a bi-directional power
conversion circuit.

12. A distribution network using the power converter

according to claim 11.
13. A distribution network using the power converter
according to claim 10.

14. The power converter according to claim 1, wherein:

the power conversion circuit is of a bi-directional power
conversion circuit.

15. A distribution network using the power converter

according to claim 14.
16. A distribution network using the power converter
according to claim 1.

17. A method for controlling a power converter, including:

measuring voltage/current at a point on a first network
linking a first power source and a first terminal set of
the power converter;

controlling the power converter to generate a voltage/
current waveform travelling along the first network
with a power supplied by a second power source linked
to a second terminal set of the power converter in
response to a condition that a change rate of the
measurement of the voltage/current exceeds a thresh-
old;

reading the measurements of voltage/current at the point
after the condition becomes true and identifying the
voltage/current waveform from the measurements; and

locating a fault on the first network in consideration of an
interval between a first timing when the controller
identifies the voltage/current waveform and a second
timing when the controller identifies an echo of the
voltage/current waveform.

18. The power converter control method according to

claim 17, including:
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issuing a command to close a by-passing device substan-
tially in parallel with the generation of the voltage/
current waveform;

wherein:

the by-passing device is configured to short circuit a filter 5
inserted between the first network and the first terminal
set of the power conversion circuit.

#* #* #* #* #*
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