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The present invention relates to improvements
in necktie clasps and more particularly to the
type including a front bar and a rear elasping
element resiliently engageable with portions: of
a shirt front and necktis for clamping the same
to the front bar.

The prior art has concerned itself with various
types of clasping elements and various arrange-
ments for mounting the clasping elements. For
example, heretofore, arrangements have bheen
provided wherein a resilient clasping element has
an intermediate portion thereof carried by the
supporting arm of the clasp, providing a pair of
gripping or clamping portions on opposite sides
of said intermediate portion for cooperation with
the back face of the front bar. Others, such as
the Mix patent, 1,973;009, employ the front bar
and supporting arm with an operating lever piv-
otally mounted on the supporting arm and carry-
ing at the-free end thereof a clasping member
having a pair of gripping portions, the lever
being operable to disengage the clasping member
from its clasping position. In the Mix patent,
the clasping member is free to pivot, no means
Leing provided to control the angular position-
ing of the clasping member relative to the front
bar.

1t is, therefore, an object of the present inven-
tion to provide a necktie clasp wherein a resil-
ient clasping member is employed with lever
means for effecting movement of the member into
and out of clasping engagement with the front
member, and wherein the means controls the
angular relationship between the clasping mem-
her and front bar.

Tt is a further object of the present invention
to provide a necktie clasp wherein the lever
means is in sliding operative connection with
the clasping member and the clasping member
has an end portion fixedly secured to-the sup-
porting arm whereby pivoting of the lever means
effects flexing of the clamping member, move-
ment.of the cuter clamping portion of said clamp-~
ing member being to a greater degree than the
movement of the inner clamping portion so that
the clasp can be readily engaged with portions
of a necktie and shirt front.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide an arrangement wherein the clamping
member is of fiat elongated form provided with
a pair of gripping portions, the member being
vesilient and having one end thereof fixed to the
inside surface of the supporting arm so that the
axis of the clamping member is in substantially
parallel relationship with the front bar when
clamping a necktie to a shirt front portion.

Various other objects and advantages will be-
come apparent from the detailed description to
follow.

The hest form in which I have contemplated
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applying my invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings wherein:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of the entire
necktie clasp showing the same in clamping' en-
gagement with portions-of a-shirt front-and neck-
tie;

Fig. 2 is a detail perspective exploded view of
the several elements which comprise the necktie
clasp of the present invention;

Tig. 3 is a horizontal longitudinal sectional
view taken substantially along the plane. of line
3—3 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a horizontal longitudinal sectional
view taken substantially along the plane. of line
5—4 of Big. 1; and

wig, 5 is g vertical fransverse sectional view
taken substantially along the plane of line §—5
of Fig. 4.

Rererring more particularly to the drawings
wherem like' numerals oesignate like parts
throughout, the numeral 2 designates generally
the necktie clasp of the present wnvention which
is comprised of an elongated bar 4, clasping. or
clamping member §, operating lever 8 and spring
element 10.

Looking first at Fig. 2, it will be seen that the
elongated bar & is formed from fdat metallic stock
having an elongated slot {2 throughout a sub-
stantial porvion of the length thereof providing
separated bar poriions {4 and (8. A substan-
tial length of the bar & comprises the front bar
of the necktie clasp whereas the end portion {8
bent backwardiy upon the front bar provides a
supporting arm. Intermediately of the ends af
the front bar, the pair of front bar portions {4
and {8 are joined as at 28. At this intermediate
portion, ornamentation can be- applied: to the
front bar such as the rectangular piate 22 having
the ornamental element 24 carried thereby. It
is t0 be understood that various types of orna-
mentation can be applied to the front bar or
entirely omitted as desired.

The supporting arm {§ has a main imperforate
portion 2¢ lmmediately adjacent the bend 28
joining the supporting arm with the front bar
with the free end. of the supporting arm 18 bi-
ifurcated at 30 providing the furcatiens 32 and
??f%. Each of the furcations 32 and 3% has a'bear-
mg»p‘rojectian or pin §6, 88 extending ftherefrom
and in axial alighment for a purpese to be un-
derstood more fully hereinafter.

T'he clamping or clasping member § is formed
frpm flat thin resilient material and is provided
with an attaching portion 49 and reversely curved
pprtions 42 and 44, the end remote from the
attaching portion 40 extending in a direction sub-
stanpially opposite to-that in which the attaching
portion 48 extends, at §6. The reversely curved
p_ortions 42 and 44 provide a pair of . clamping
ribs at 48 and 50. The clamping member § is of
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a width substantially equal to the width of the
bar 4 so that with the attaching portion 40
secured to the inside surface 52 of the imgper-
forate portion 26 of the supporting arm, as by
solder or rivets or any other suitable means, the
clamping member may coact with the back sur-
face of the front bar in a manner to be more
fully described hereinafter.

With continued reference to Fig. 2, it will be
seen that the operating lever 8 is of substan-
tially channel form, having a pair of side walls
54 and 56 joined by a top wall 53. One end of
the operating lever 8 is formed with an enlarged
flattened substantially circular head at 60 pro-
viding a finger-engaging portion for operation
of the lever when mounted on the necktie clasp.
The closely spaced portions 55 and 57 of the
pair of side walls 54 and 56 have aligned open-
ings 62 and 64 for reception of the bearing pro-
jections 36 and 38 of the supporting arm 18.
The width of the operating lever at the wall
portions is sufficiently narrow for free pivoting
movement between the furcations of the sup-
porting arm. The end of the operating lever
remote from the enlarged head 60 is provided
with a wide, flat portion 66 having a pair of in-
turned ears 68 and 70 carried by the opposing
.edges 12 and 74. The width of the widened por-
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tion 66 and the distance between the inturnsd --

ears 68 and 10 is such as to slidably receive the
intermediate portion 16 =f the clamping member.

The spring 10 is formed from an elongated
resilient wire element 18 having a coiled portion
at 80 and legs 82 and 84, the leg 84 having an
angulated portion at 86.

The assembly of the elements individually
shown in Fig. 2 is best disclosed in Figs. 1, 3, 4
and 5. The clamping member 6 has the ta-
pered attaching portion 40 secured to the in-
side surface 52 of the tapered imperforate por-
tion 26 of the supporting arm by solder, weald or
any other means, as desired. The configuration
and resiliency of the clamping member will be
such as to have the clamping member normally
resiliently engageable with the back side of the
front bar. The operating lever 8 has its ears 68
and 70 engaged over the clamping member and
moved to a position wherein the ears are in en-
gagement with the intermediate portion 75 of
the clamping member whereupon the bearing
projections 36 and 88 of the supporting arm can
be engaged in the apertures 62 and 64 of the
.operating lever. The spring (0 has the leg 82
nested within the operating lever 8 with the
leg 82 engaged against the inside surface 88 of
the top wall 58 as seen in Fig. 1. The loop or
-coil 80 of the spring is axially aligned with the
-openings 62 and 64 and is engaged over the
-bearing projections 36 and 38. The other leg
18 of the spring extends through the bifurcat-

-ed portion of the supporting arm with the an-
~gulated end 86 of the leg 84 engaged on the
-outside surface 90 of the imperforate portion
- 26 of the supporting arm.

With the foregoing arrangement of parts, it
-will be seen that the spring 10 and normal re-
siliency of the clamping member will normally
urge the clamping ribs 48 and 59 into clamping
engagement with the front bar of the necktie
~clasp. When it is desired to apply the necktie
clasp to portions of a shirt front and necktie,
the enlarged head 60 of the operating lever is
depressed toward the supporting arm. It will
-be seen that, upon depression of the operating
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lever, the ears 68 and 10 and the flat wall por-
tion 66 will slide relative to the clamping mem-
ber and move frem a first intermediate position
to a second intermediate position. Inasmuch
as the supporting arm 18 is disposed in angular
relationship with the front har, and since the
operating lever is pivoted about an axis spaced
outwardly of the attachment portion of the
clamping member relative to the front bar, the
action of the operating lever upon depression
will he such as to effect movement of the outer
clamping rib 50 away from the front bar to a
greater extent than the rib 48 will be moved
relative to the front bar. With the clamping
member in the retracted position, the necktie
clasp can be engaged with the front bar in front
of the necktie 892 and the clamping member be-
hind the portion of the shirt front 94. Upon
release of the operating lever, the clamping
member will be urged into clamping engage~
ment with the portions of the necktie and shirt
front in the manner shown in Fig. 1.

It will be seen that, with the provision of one
end of the clamping member attached to the
inside surface of the supporting arm, the posi-
tioning of the clamping member relative to the
front bar will be controlled. The movement of
the clamping member will be substantially piv-
otal in nature but will be accompanied by sub-
stantial flexing due to the fixed connection be-
tween the attachment portion and the support-
ing arm. In this fashion, the clamping member
may be moved into and out of engagement with
the portions of the shirt front and necktie in a
substantially uniform manner. Furthermore,
the operation of the clamping member will be
such as to eliminatzs the wrinkling of the tie and
shirt front occurring in necktie clasps of the
prior art such as hereinbefore referred to.

In view of the description of the construction
and operation of the necktie clasp of the present
invention, it is believed that all of the objects
hereinbefore set forth have been effectively at-
tained.

Having thus described my invention, what is
claimed is:

1. A clasp for neckties comprising an elongated
Lar having one end thereof bent backwardly upon
itself through an arc less than 180°, providing a
supporting arm in angular relation to the bar,
said supporting arm being bifurcated and having
& pair of axially aligned bearing proiections ex-
tending from the pair of furcations, an operat-
ing lever pivotally carried by said pair of hear-
ing projections, and a resilient clamping member
having one end thereof connected to said sup-

.porting arm at a portion spaced from the pivot

of the lever with the main portion therzof dis-
bosed for resiliently clamping portions of g shirt
front and & necktie against said bar, said lever
having a portion spaced from the pivotal axis
thereof provided with a pair of inturned ears, an
intermediate portion of said clamping member
being slidingly received between said ears and
sl'idingly engaged again:t said portion of the lever,
pivoting movement of said lever effecting relative
movement between said portion of the lever and

-said clamping member whereby the free end por-

tion of said clamping member is moved relative
to said bar a distance greater than the distance
the remaining portions of the clamping member
move,

2. A clasp for neckties comprising an elongated
]_oar having one end thereof bent backwardly upon
itself to provide a supporting arm in spaced re-
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lation to the bar, an operating lever pivotally
carried by said supporting arm, and a clamping
member having one end thereof fixedly secured to
said supporting arm at a portion spaced a fixed
distance from the pivot of the lever with the
main portion thereof disposed for normally re-
silienfly clamping portions of a shirt front and
necktie against said bar, means longitudinally
slidably connecting an end portion of said lever
relative to an intermediate portion of said clamp-
ing member so that upon depression of said lever,
relative longitudinal movement between said end
portion of the lever and said clamping member
is effected and the free end portion of said clamp-
ing member is moved relatively away from said
bar a distance greater than the distance the re-
maining portions of the clamping member move
50 as to receive the portions to be clamped with
facility.

3. A clasp for neckties comprising an elongated
bar having one end thereof bent backwardly upon
itself to provide a supporting arm in spaced rela-
tion to the bar, an operating lever pivotally car-
ried by said supporting arm, and a clamping
member having one end thereof fixedly secured
to said supporting arm at a portion spaced a
fixed distance from the pivot of the lever with
the main portion thereof disposed for normally
clamping portions of a shirt front and necktie
against said bar, means longitudinally slidably
connecting an end portion of said lever relative
to an intermediate portion of said clamping mem-
ber so that upon depression of said lever, relative
longitudinal movement between said end portion
of the lever and said clamping member is effected
and the free end portion of said clamping mem-
ber is moved relatively away from said bar 3 dis-
tance greater than the distance the remaining
portions of the clamping member move so as to
receive the portions to be clamped with facility,
and spring means interposed between said lever
and said supporting arm for resiliently maintain-
ing the former in its clamping relationship.

4. A clasp for neckties comprising an elon-

gated bar having one end thereof bent backward- -

ly upon itself to provide a supporting arm in
spaced relation to the bar, an operating lever
pivotally carried by said supporting arm, and a
clamping member having one end thereof fixedly

secured to said supporting arm at a portion =

spaced a fixed distance from the pivot of the lever
with the main portion thereof disposed for nor-
mally resiliently clamping portions of a shirt
front and necktie against said bar, said lever
having means on an end thereof engaging and
connected to an intermediate portion of said
clamping member and longitudinally slidable
relative thereto so that upon depression of said
lever, relative longitudinal movement between
said means on the end of the lever and said
clamping member is effected and the free end
portion of said clamping member is moved rela-
tively away from said bar a distance greater than
the distance the remaining portions of the clamp-
ing member move so as to receive the portions to
be clamped with facility, said clamping mem-
ber having a clamping rib disposed on each side
of said sliding connection,

5. A clasp for neckties comprising an elongated
bar having one end thereof bent backwardly
upon itself through an arc less than 180°, provid-
ing a supporting arm in angular relation to the
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bar, said supporting arm being bifurcated and
having g pair of axially aligned bearing projec-
tions extending from the pair of furcations, an
operating lever pivotally carried by said pair of
bearing projections, and a resilient clamping
member having one end thereof connected to
sald supporting arm at a portion spaced a fixed
distance from the pivot of the lever with the main
portion thereof normally disposed for resiliently
clamping portions of a shirt front and 2 necktie
against said bar, said lever having means at a
portion spaced from the pivotal axis thereof lon-
gitudinally slidably linked to an intermediate
portion of said clamping member, pressure re-
leasing engagement of said lever effecting pivot-
ing movement thereof relative to said supporting
arm and longitudinal movement of the means
at said portion of the lever relative to said clamp-
ing member so as to effect retraction of the lat-
ter from its clamping relationship with the bar,
the outermost free end of said clamping mem-
ber moving a substantially greater distance away
from said bar than does the intermediate por-
tion thereof, said clamping member returning to
its clamping position upon release of said lever.

6. A clasp for neckties comprising an elongated
bar having one end thereof bent backwardly
upon itself to provide a supporting arm in spaced
relation to the bar, an operating lever pivotally
carried by said arm, and a clamping member hav-
ing one end thereof connected to said har at a
portion spaced from the pivot of the lever with
the main portion of said clamping member nor-
mally disposed for resiliently clamping portions
of a shirt front and a necktie against said bar,
said lever having a portion spaced from the piv-
‘otal axis thereof provided with g pair of inturned

-ears, a portion of said clamping member being

longitudinally slidingly received between said
ears and slidingly engaged against said portion
of the lever, pressure releasing engagement of
said lever effecting bivoting releasing movement
thereof relative to said arm and Iongitudinal
movement of said ears relative to said clamping
member so as to effect retraction of the latter
from its clamping relationship with the bar, the
outermost free end of said clamping member
moving a substantially greater distance away
from said bar than does the intermediate portion
thereof so as to facilitate bositioning the clasp
for receiving the portions of the shirt front and
the necktie to be clamped.

ROBERT A. BROWN.
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