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My invention relates to an improved fold-
ing chair.. The object is to provide a durable,
compact, inexpensive, sturdy folding chair of
neat and attractive design which is particu-

5 larly adapted to be made out of metal. The
seat and legs of the chair fold substantially
within the plane of the uprights so that the
chairs may be conveniently stored within a
minimum space. The construction is such

10 that the chair may be folded and unfolded
quietly and without the metallic tinny noise
that commonly accompanies the operation of
folding metal chairs. :

An object is to provide a chair of this de-

15 scription wherein the seat is mounted between
the uprights upon eccentric pivotal supports
to fold substantially within the plane of the
uprights but offset the pivotal axis of its sup-
ports, and wherein legs are pivoted between

20 the uprights and coupled with the seat to fold
therewith substantially into the plane of the
uprights within the space provided by the ec-
centric mounting of the seat.

A further object resides in the provision in

25 a folding chair of this character of tubular
legs pivoted within the uprights and having
upper portions of Teduced diameter wherein
extensions are telescopically arranged and
pivotally connected with the seat. :

A meritorious feature resides in providing
suitable mechanism for automatically lock-
ing the legs and seat substantially within the
plane of the uprights when the chair is in the
folded relationship and, furthermore, in pro-
35 viding a novel arrangement of telescoping leg

extensions associated with the legs and seat.

In the drawing -

- Tig. 11is a side elevation of a chair in the
unfolded position embodying my invention.

40 Fig. 2isafront elevation of the chair shown

in Fig. 1 showing such chair in the folded re-
lation.

Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view *aken on
line 3—3 of Fig. 2

Fig. 4 is an enlarged

30

45 fragmentary eleva-

tion partly broken away of the portion of the
locking mechanism.

Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view taken
on line 5—5 of Fig. 3 showing the seating
structure only in a solid line. 50

My chair comprises a pair of spaced apart
uprights 10 here shown as being of tubular
metal structure and generally U-shaped
form. A seat-supporting rod 12 extends be-
tween the uprights and is journaled therein. ;5
This rod has an intermediate portion 14 off-
set from its pivotal axis. A seat structure 16
is secured to this offset portion 14 to pivot
therewith.,

I have here shown the seat as also formed gg
of metal and as having turned-over margins
18 through which the supporting rod extends
and as being provided with a cushion or pad
20. The seat has a second transversely ex-
tending rod 22 which serves to pivot the up- g5
per extremities of the legs in the manner
hereinafter described.

A pair of legs 24, braced apart by a trans-
verse member 26, are pivotally supported
between the uprights upon a rod 28 which 7o
bridges the gap between the uprights. These
legs are shown as being formed of tubular
metal. Each leg at a point beyond the rod
28 is tapered as at 30 to provide an upper end
portion 32 of reduced diameter. An exten- 75
sion 84 is telescoped within this reduced up-
per extremity of the leg and is pivotally
mounted upon the rod 22 of the seat.

The seat is adapted to be folded or un-
folded pivoting with the rod 12 and in the sn
folded position the chair will appear as shown
in' Fig. 2. In the unfolded position the seat
will be supported in the manner shown in
Fig. 1 and the extensions 34 of each leg may
preferably rest upon the rod upon which the &5
leg is pivoted. '

The frictional resistance of the moving
parts is substantially sufficient to retain the
chair in the folded relationship, but I prefer
to provide in proximity to the lower ends of 90
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the legs and the uprights means for retain-

ing the chair in the folded relation. T have

here shown an upright as bumped outwardly
as at 36 to be received within a depression 38
formed in the adjacent leg. The inherent
spring tension of the uprights as they are
supported is such that the leg structure is
wedged between the uprights spreading them
apart so that these parts interengage to hold
the chair folded. :

I claim:

1. A folding chair having tubular up-

rights, a seat supporting rod journaled there- -

in having an offset intermediate portion ly-
ing within the plane thereof, a seat secured
to said offset portion of the rod and spaced
inwardly from its ends to pivot therewith,
a pair of tubular legs journaled upon a sec-
ond rod extending between the uprights, said
legs having upper end portions of reduced di-
ameter, an extension telescoped within the re-
duced upper extremity of each leg and pivot-
ally connected with the seat, forwardly of its
connection with the uprights and adapted to
lie alongside of the seat within the offset
portion of said pivot rod and within the
plane of the uprights when the chair is
folded. _

2. A folding chair having a pair of up-
rights, a seat journalled between the up-
rights, a pair of legs journalled between the
uprights upon a pivotal support carried
thereby, an extension for each leg pivoted to
the seat and telescoping within the leg above
its pivotal connection with the upright and
adapted to rest upon said pivotal support
to limit the unfolding of the seat. '

3. A folding chair comprising, in combi-
nation, a pair of uprights, a seat supporting
rod extending therebetween within the plane
thereof and having laterally extending ends
pivoted to the uprights, a seat secured to the
intermediate portion of the rod with each
side edge spaced from the adjacent laterally
extending end of the rod, a pair of rear legs
pivoted between the uprights, each rear leg
coupled with the adjacent side edge of the
seat to fold with the seat within the space
between said side edge and the adjacent lat-
erally extending end of the rod.

4."A folding chair comprising, in combi-
nation, a pair of uprights, a seat supporting
rod extending therebetween within the plane
thereof and having laterally extending ends
pivoted to the uprights, a seat secured to the
intermediate -portion of the rod with each
side edge spaced from the adjacent laterally
extending end of the rod, a pair of rear legs
pivoted between the uprights, a member piv-
oted to each side edge of the seat and tele-
scopically coupled with the adjacent rear
leg whereby said legs are constrained to
swing with the seat to fold within the space
between the side edges of the seat and the
adjacent laterally extending ends of the rod.
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5. In a folding chair, a pair of uprights,
a pair of rear legs pivoted thereto, a seat,
and a metal reinforcing bar extending across
the bottom of the seat, the ends of the bar
having lateral ears pivoted to the uprights,
said lateral ears being spaced from the sides
of the seat to permit the rear legs to be fold-
ed between the sides of the seat and the ears
within the plane of the uprights.

In testimony whereof, I, Grores D. ScHER-
MERHORN, sign this specification.

GEORGE D. SCHERMERHORN.
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