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- 40 ing retainer; . - 
Figure 5 is a plan similar to Fig. 1 with 

a modified construction of dispensing re 
tainer; 
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This invention relates to toilet accessories, 

and more particularly to devices which are 
carried by Women and are commonly used to 
carry make-up material such as face powder, 
and are generally known as “vanity boxes.” 
The objects of the invention are to pro 

vide an improved container of this sort which 
is adapted to be used with “loose powder' as 
distinguished from a “powder compact”; to 
enable the powder to be securely retained 
against inadvertent spilling or loss; to pro 
vide an effective seal between parts of the 
dispensing retainer; to employ the positive 
sealing effect of an edge against a surface; 
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the same with the parts of the dispensing re 
tainer in normal or closed and sealed posi 
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to secure immediate as well as positive clo 
sure of the container when the sifting parts 
are released by the user; to thus obtain the 
same simplicity, ease of use and non-spilling 
characteristics of powder compacts in addi 
tion to all of the advantages of loose powder; 
to enable the device to be stamped from sheet 
metal; to characterize the construction and 
operation by simplicity throughout; and to 
obtain other advantages and results as may 
be brought out in the following description. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing 
in which like numerals of reference indicate 
similar parts throughout the several views; 

Figure 1 is a plan of an open toilet acces 
sory embodying my invention; ?? 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view o 

tion; ‘. . 
Figure 3 is a similar sectional view show 

ing th? parts of the dispensing retainer de 
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modified construction showing an auxiliary 
O powder compartment. 

i Figu 
pressed; - - ?? 

re 4 is a transverse sectional view 
showing a modified construction of dispens 

Figures 6 and 7 are sectional views show 
ing closed and open positions of this type 8. 

of dispensing retainer; and 
Figure 8 is a sectional view of a further 

In the specific embodiment of the invention 

illustrated in said drawing, the reference 
nuneral 1 indicates the body or box portion 
of the toilet accessory, this box or body por 
tion being adapted to receive a make-lipma 
terial in powder form. Preferably, as shown, 
provide an outer cover 2, and, closing the 

usual opening 8 of the box, but adapted to be 
enclosed also by said outer cover, is an inner cover which I prefer to call a dispensing re 
tainer 4. Both the cover and the retainer are 
preferably hinged, as at 5 and 6 respectively, 
to the body, so they may be opened inde 
pendently of each other, and have suitable 
Snap fastener means as usual for retaining 
them releasably closed. The dispensing re 
tainer is intended to be opened only for such 
purposes as inspection and filling of box 1, 
the retaine' having means for passing the 
powder therethrough. 
The dispensing retainer 4, forming an es 

Sential part of the present invention, is of 
Such nature that it is normally closed to pre 
vent escape or spilling of the powder from 
box 1, but has a construction enabling it to au 
tomatically permit escape of a limited 
amount of powder when properly manipu 
lated as by rubbing or tapping. The open 
ings through which the powder thus escapes, 
nevertheless, Will close as soon as pressure is 
removed. It is an important feature, also 
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of this invention, to seal the parts of this dis 
pensing retainer when in normal position so 
as to not permit powder to leak, past the clo 

described separately. 
Devoting attention 

composed of an upper resilient sifter plate 

in for the moment to 
Figures 1,2 and 3 more particularly, it will 
be observed that the dispensing retainer 4 is 

sure. Several ways of accomplishing these 
features have been illustrated and will be 85. 
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7 below which is juxtaposed a closure plate 8. 

that the plate may beflexed out of its own 

Preferably the sifter plate 7 is stamped from 
a single piece of material of suitable char 
acter, and has one or more slots 9 therein such 95 
plane and the crevice formed by the slot tem 
porarily increased in size. Resiliency of the 
material, however, will return the depressed 
portions or segments of the plate back to nor 
mal position when the depressing pressure is 100 



2 
removed. According to the present showing, 
the plate is provided with several slots 9 which 
are curvilinear, and shown herein as Spiral. 
The outer edge or rim of this resilient plate 
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is shaped both to fit the opening 3 of the box 
and to receive or mount a sealing means. As 
shown, the said: rim is bent upwardly from 
the plane of the plate and then curled down 
wardly at its outer edge thereby establish 
ing a downwardly open annular pocket 10. 
Within this pocket secure a sealing mate 
rial, such as cotton 11 The closure plate 8 is preferably held at its 
center by a rivet 12 to the upper or dispens 
ing plate 7, and extends Ali far enough 
so that its periphery directly underlies the 
peripheral pocket 10 of the dispensing plate. 
The peripheral edge margin of Said closure 
plate is upturned, as at 13, so the edge of the 
material will engage the Sealing material in 
pocket 10 and thereby obtain an edge-to-sur 
face contact, or seal. Obviously this construc 
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tion results in a positive sealing of the parts 
against leakage of powder therebetween when 
closed, but permits of free passage of powder 
when the resilient plate is depressed in a man 
ner to create a gap 
of the plates. - 

It is to be understood that an edge-to-sur 

between the peripheries 

face seal between parts of a dispensing re 
tainer may be secured in other ways than 
the specific illustration just described. For 
instance, I have illustrated in Figure 4 a. 
modified construction of seal. Therein. I have shown a dispensing plate 14, having an 
annular shoulder 15 at the outer part of the 
plate. A closure plate 16 is riveted as at 
17 to this dispensing plate 14, the closure 
plate having its peripheral edge turned up, 
as at 18, with the parts positioned and pro 
portioned so that the said shoulder 15 aid 
closure edge 18 telescopically engage giving 
an edge-to-surface contact when the parts 
are closed. . . . . 

Furthermore, it is not to be understood that the plates forming the dispensing re 
tainer...are of necessity arranged with the dis 
pensing plate upper most. As shown in Fig 
ures 5, 6 and 7, the dispensing plate 19, with 
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closure plate overlying a portion of the dis 

its curvilinear slots 20 may be positioned 
under a closure plate. 21. In this instance, 
the closure plate is secured at its periphery 
to the dispensing plate, said plates being Sep 
arable at their middle portions. For effect 
ing an edge-to-surface seal between these 
plates, I provide a central aperture 22 in the 

pensing plate, which is not slotted. The un 
slotted portion of said dispensing plate just 
mentioned is preferably offset as at 23, so as 
to project into said aperture 22, the parts 
being so proportioned that the edge of the 
aperture engages the surface of the dispens 
ing plate where offset, as a result of which 

light of the prior art. . 
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leakage between the plates when closed is pre 
vented. 

I have shown in Figure 8 a construction 
somewhat, similar to the construction just 
shown and described in connection with Fig 
ures 5, 6 and 7, in that I provide herein an 
upper closure piate 25 and a dispensing plate. 
26therebeneath. In this instance, however, 
I preferably make the closure plate 25 some 
what concave so that its outer margin is 
spaced from the margin of the dispensing 
plate thereby providing a reservoir 27 be 
tween the plates for retaining a small sup 
ply of powder lifted by the dispensing plate 
and not yet passed out through the central 
opening 28 in the closure plate. It is to be 
noted in this construction that I prefer to 
provide an under closure plate 29, which will 
lie flatwise under dispensing plate similar to 
the construction of Figures 1 to 4. This under 
plate will assist in obtaining a large supply 
of powder through the dispensing plate into 
the reservoir 27, so that a supply of powder 
is always available to immediately enter upon 
the middle pait of the dispensing plate upon 
depression of the same. The edge to serve 
as a seal in this construction is, obtained by 
curling the edge of central opening 28 of 
the closure plate 25 downwardly toward the 
dispensing plate so that the surface of the 
dispensing plate will positively engage the 
edge of the central-hole. 

Gbviously other detail changes and modi 
fications may be made in the manufacture 
and use of my improved toilet accessory, with 
out departing from the spirit and Scope of 
the invention, and do not wish to be under 
stood as limiting myself to the exact struc 
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ture shown or described, except as set forth 
in the in the following claims when construed 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim :- ". . . . . 

1. In a device of the character described, a dispensing retainer comprising plates: 
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O adapted to be separated for passage of pow 
der, said plates being arranged to close to 
gether and form a tight closure by an edge 
to-surface contact therebetween. 

2. In a device of the character, described, a 
dispensing retainer comprising plates adapt 
ed to be separated for passage of powder, one 
of said plates having a sealing surface and 
the other plate having an edge adapted to 

120 bear against Said sealing surface for prevent 
ing passage of powder when the plates are 

3. Ina device of the character described, a dispensing retainer comprising plates adapt 
led to be separated for passage of powder, 
one of Said plates being resilient and adapt 
ed to be flexed away from the other plate. 
said resilient plate having a sealing surface 
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and the other plate having an edge adapted. 
to bear against said sealing surface for pre 30 

  



O 

1,794,602 

venting passage of powder when the plates 
are together. 

4. In a device of the character described, a 
dispensing retainer comprising plates secured 
at one part and separable at another part, one 
of said plates being resilient and adapted to 
be flexed away from the other plate and hav 
ing a recess for holding a Sealing material, 
sealing material in said recess forming a 
Sealing surface, said other plate having an 
edge adapted to bear against said sealing sur 
face for preventing passage of powder when 
the plates are together. - 
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5. In a device of the character described, a dispensing retainer comprising a dispensing 
plate and a closure plate secured together at 
One part, said dispensing plate having a cur 
vilinear slot therein and being flexible there 
by enabling said plate to be flexed and the two 
plates separated for passage of powder 
through said slot and between said plates, said 
plates being arranged to close together and 
form a tight closure by an edge-to-surface 
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contact therebetween. . - 

6. In a device of the character described, a 
dispensing retainer comprising a dispensing 
plate and a closure plate secured together at 
One part, said dispensing plate having a cur 
vilinear slot therein and being flexible there 
by enabling said plate to be flexed and the 
two plates separated for passage of powder 
through said slot, and between said plates, 
One of said plates having a recess for holding 
a sealing material and the other plate having 
an edge adapted to bear against said sealing 
surface for preventing passage of powder 
when said plates are together. 

7. In a device of the character described; a 
dispensing retainer comprising a pair of 
plates one of which has an annular shoulder. 
and the other of which has an upturned edge 
adapted to telescope with respect to said an 
nular shoulder and thereby seal the retainer. 

8. In a device of the character described, a 
dispensing retainer comprising a pair of 
plates secured together at their middle parts 
and adapted to be separated at their outer 
edges, one of said plates having a pocket for 
sealing material in said pocket, and the other 
plate having means for engaging said sealing 
material. . . . . . . . 

WILLIAM FRIEDMAN. 

  


