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This invention relates to a guard to be
placed about a wire either to protect the
wire from being chafed by other objects or
to prevent injury to other objects through

5 contact with the wire. One use for such a
guard is found in the case of eleciric wires
which pass near to the branches of a tree.

Such wires are often covered with insula-

tion, and this insulation is liable to be worn
10 and chafed by the movement of branches

nearby under the action of wind. By my in-
vention, I provide a strong and durable
guard to protect the wires from being chafed
by swinging branches, this guard being read-
15 ily applied and being economical to produce.

Another analogous use for my improved wire

guard is found in cases where guy wires

are attached to telephone poles, or the like.

In such cases, the guy wires are often difficult
20 to see, especially at night, so that a pedestri-
an is liable to trip thereover. By surround-
ing the lower portion of the guy portion
with a wire guard, this portion is made con-
spicuous and there is less chance of acci-
dental contact therewith. For a more com-
plete understanding of the invention, refer-
ence is had to the following description and
to the drawing of which,—

Iigure 1 represents in perspective a split
tube embodying my invention.

Figure 2 1s an elevation showing the guard
mounted on a wire, a portion being broken
away.

Figure 3 is an elevation showing an elec-
tric wire and a guy wire, each having a
guard thereon.

Referring to the drawing in detail, 10
represents a section of fibrous tubing such
as may be made by winding paper with a
suitable adhesive or by winding a sheet of
web pulp on a mandrel under pressure so as
to compress and mutually interfelt the suc-
cessive convolutions. Such a tube after being
dried may be saturated with a suitable water-
proofing compound such as pitch, asphalt
or an equivalent, this waterprocfing com-
pound resulting in a harder product as well
as a waterproof tube. Such material is rela-
tively rigid but has a certain amount of
natural resilience so that if moderately dis-
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torted, it springs back into shape. In order
to make it possible for the tube to be placed
about a wire which is already strung, I pref-
erably slit the tube from end to end with a
single longitudinal slit 11 through the wall
thereof. The edges of the slit may be pried
apart sufficiently to permit the introduction
of the wire therebetween. The edges of the
slit may then be allowed to spring together
again and the tube may be reinforced by
suitable tie members 12 secured thereabout.
In order to prevent the guard from working
along the wire and to maintain the guard in
its proper place, the ends of the guard may
be secured to the wire as by wrapping with
adhesive tape as at 13.

Figure 3 indicates the use of a guard 10
on an electric wire 14 which passes within
reach of some of the branches of a tree. The
guard 10 may be of any desired length to
protect as much of the wire 14 as is lable
to be touched by any of the branches. An-
other guard 10 is also illustrated in Figure
3 surrounding a guy wire 15. In this case,
the taping of the ends of the guard to the
wire is not necessary since the guard natu-
rally rests by gravity at the lower end of the
guy wire.

Having thus described certain embodi-
ments of this invention, it should be evident
to those skilled in the art that various
changes and modifications might be made
therein without departing from its spirit
or scope as defined by the appended claim.

I claim:—

The combination with a wire, of a tubular
guard, formed of asphalt saturated felted
fibrous material, having a slot extending
throughout its length and permitting posi-
tioning of the guard on the wire, and a bind-
ing of adhesive tape surrounding and en-
gaging both the guard at one end and a
section of the wire beyond said end.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature.
EDMUND BURKE.
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