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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to provide a polymer in which poisoning is suppressed and which can be sat-
isfactorily used as a positive resist in which the unexposed portions have fully ensured resistance to being dissolved by developer
solution, and to provide a positive resist composition which can efficiently form a high-resolution resist pattern. The polymer con-
tains an o-methylstyrene unit and an a-chloro-methyl acrylate unit, the molecular weight distribution (Mw/Mn) is less than 1.25, and
the proportion of components that have a molecular weight of less than 6000 exceeds 0.5% and is less than or equal to 5.0%. Fur-
ther, this positive resist composition contains the aforementioned polymer and a solvent.
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