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9 Claims. 

My present invention relates generally to orna 
lileintal devices and has particular reference to a 
neW and improved type of linked ornamental 
chain. 

Coordinately, my invention relates to an im 
grOved chain element per Se, adapted to be as 
Sociated With identical elements to form a linked 
device. 
Each chain element of the present invention is 

preferably an integral stanping from a single 
initially flat piece of rigid material, such as thin 
Theta; and it is a general object of the present 
invention to provide this chain element with a 
Shape, configuration, and general nature, whereby 
a large variety of ornamental articles may be con 
Veniently and inexpensively assembled and man 
ufactured. 

lin accordance With my invention, each chain 
elen&nt has an Ornamental area, and an attach 
Finent area, arranged one in front of the other, the 
attachment area, being preferably narrower. 
When a plurality of these chain elements are 
interconnected, in the manner hereinafter to be 
cieScribed in greater detail, they assume overlap 
ping reiationships, and the ornamental area of 
each element lies over and thereby conceals the 
attachment area of the forwardly adjacent chain 
elerient. 
The present invention is characterized by the 

provision, in the attachment area, of a longi 
tudinal slit at each side of the midportion, and 
of a pair of transverse prongs at the rear end. 
The midportion is preferably depressed to a slight 
extent and the roots of the prongs are Substan 
tially aligned With the slits, respectively. Each 
Set of prongs, when the links are interconnected, 
extends through the Slits of the rear Wardly ad 
jaceint chain element, and each prong has a 
Width considerably less than the length of the 
slit through which it extends. This permits rela 
tive longitudinal movement between each tWO 
adjacent chain elements, and by the term “longi 
tudinal loveinent' I intend to include an arcuate 
Toy ability Substantially in the plane of the link. 
The links are also relatively movable in an arcuate 
narie, elative to a plaine which is perpen 
dicular to the link and which passes through the 
longitudinal axis Of the chain. 
As a result, a large Variety of different effectS 

in&y be produced, each of ulinique Ornamental 
nature, and the construction thereby lends itself 
readily to the nanufacture of many different 
articles, such as belts, bracelets, necklaces, pend 
ant of naments, buckles, and ornamental articles 
of this general character. 

(CI, 59-91) 
In one embodiment of the invention, a means 

is provided for yieldably holding at least a group 
of the chain elements against longitudinal Sep 
aration, and in this way the utility of the con 
struction is further enhanced, as Will be pointed 
out hereinafter. 

I achieve the foregoing objects, and such other 
objects as may hereinafter appear or be pointed 
out, in the manner illustratively exemplified in 
the accompanying drawings, Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a single chain 
element, showing the obverse face, and indicat 
ing in dotted lines how a similar chain element 
may be associated thereWith; 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view taken Sub 
Stantially along the line 2-2 of Figure 1, 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view taken Sub 
stantially along the line 3-3 of Figure l; 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view taken Sub 
stantially along the line 4-4 of Figure 1, with 
dotted lines showing how similar chain elements 
are associated in a series; 

Figure 5 is an obverse view of a group of inter 
linked chain elementS; 

Figure 6 is a rear view of Figure 5; 
Figure I is a perspective view similar to Figure 1. 

showing the reverse side of a single chain ele 
ment of slightly modified construction; 

Figure 8 is a cross-sectional View taken Sub 
stantially along the line 8-8 of Figure 7, 

Figure 9 is a view similar to Figure 5 illustrat 
ing a modification; 

Figure 10 is a rear view of Figure 9; 
Figure 11 is a view similar to Figure 9 showing 

a further modification; 
Figure 12 is a diagrammatic end view of a 

bracelet constructed in accordance With the pres 
ent invention; 

Figure 13 is a side view of the same; 
Figure 14 is a front view of an ornamental 

device showing a further possibility of usefulness 
of the present invention; 

Figure 15 is a rear View of Figure 14; and 
Figure 16 is a view of a belt, showing a fur 

ther possible ornamental construction. 
The chain element or link entering into tie 

present construction is preferably coin posed of 
thin metal or its equivalent, and in Figure 1. I 
have shown an integral stamping of this general 
character. I have illustratively ShoWn an orna 
mental area, 20 of Substantially semi-circular 
Contour, although it Will be understood that any 
Suitable contour or surface ornamentation or en 
bellishment may be provided for, as desired. If 
the Ornamental area. 20 is considered to lie at 
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2 
the forward end of the chain element, the rear 
Ward portion of the element is shaped to define 
an attachment area, 2 which is preferably nar 
l'OWe than the area 2. At its real end the at 
tachment area, is provided with the transverse 
prongs 22, preferably directed toward each other 
With a slight Space between them. The 1'oots 
Of the prongs 22 alre Substantially aligned, re 
Spectively, With the longitudinal slits 33 arranged 
at each side of the midportion 24 of the attach 
ment area. 2. This midportion is preferably 
slightly depressed with respect to the plane of 
the Ornanental area. 2). 

It will be observed that the width of each prong 
22 is considerably less than the length of each of 
the slits 23. 
When tWO links are interconnected, the prongs 

25 of the forwardly adjacent link 26 (shown in 
dotted lines in Figure 1) are first bent up So that, 
they may be extended through the slits 23, and 
they are then restored to their normal disposi 
tion, as a result of which they will accommodate 
themselves over the depressed midportion 24. It 
Will be observed that the Ornanental area, ) lies 
over and thereby conceals the attachment area. 
27 of the forwardly adjacent chain element, 28. 
In Figure 4 I have shown in dotted lines a third 

chain element 28, which represents the rearward 
iy adjacent chain element, and it will be observed, 
that the prongs 22 of Figure 1 extend through 
the slits 29 of the chain element 28, and that 
the ornamental forward area of the eleinent, 2 3 
lies over and conceals the attachment area, 2 i. 
As a, lesult of this successive interlinking of 

chain elements, all of which are identical, a chain 
device is produced as indicated in Figures 5 and 6. 
In each of these two figures, the reference nu 
meral 20 is applied to each ornamental area, the 
reference numeral 23 is applied to all slits, and 
the reference numeral 22 is applied to all prongs. 
By virtue of the fact that the width of each 

prong is considerably less than the length of the 
slit through which it extends, a relative longi 
tudinal movement between each two adjacent 
chain elements is permitted. 

in the embodiment illustrated in Figures 7-10, 
the chain is provided with a means which yield 
ably holds a group of the chain elements against 
longitudinal Separation. This means has been 
shown in the form of a resilient member 39 which 
is longitudinally arranged on the underside of 
the chain and attached to certain of the chain 
elements. For this purpose, I prefer to construct 
each chain element in the slightly modified form 
shown in Figures 7 and 8. In these figules, 3 
represents the Ornamental area, 32 the attach 
ment area, 33 the longitudinal slits, and 34 the 
prongs, all of these elements having been here 
to fore described. The midportion 35 of the at 
tachment area, is specially provided with the 
struck-up prongs 36 which are adapted to grip 
and hold fast to the overlying portion of the re 
silient in ember 3), as shown most clearly i!) Fig 
ure 10, but it will be understood that not all of 
the links need necessarily have the prongs 36. 
The resilient member 3G is thus held in propa' 

position and exerts a constant pull lipOn the 
chain elements, holding them yieldably against 
longitudinal separation. It is for this reason that 
the elements of Figures 9 and 10 are shown rel 
atively closer together than the eleinents of Fig 
ures 5 and 6. A chain thus constructed is yield 
ably extensible, and is thus admirably adapted 
for use as a, belt, bracelet, or the like. 
For example, referring for the moment to Fig 

2,169,265 
ure 16, it will be observed that the present linked 
chain may be made into an attractive ornamental 
belt composed of a series of adjacent overlapping 
links 37. In Figure 16, I have chosen to show this 
belt provided with a large ornamental buckle 38 
at One end and a Suitable hook or fastener 39 at 
the other end. One group of links has been 
shown, in Figure 16, provided with an elastic or 
resilient member 45, and another group has been 
shown with a similar resilient member 4. These 
resilient members are of the character shown 
most clearly in Figure 10, and Some or all of the 
chain elements with which these resilient mem 
bei's are associated will be provided with prongs 
Such as those shown at 36 in Figures 7 and 8. 
The belt is thus given a normal reduced length 
Which is yieldably extensible when the belt is 
used. 
In Figure 11 I have shown a modified construc 

tion in which the ornamental areas 42 have a 
Substantially square configuration, instead of a 
Semi-circular one, thus illustrating the variable 
pOSSibilities inherent in the present invention. 

In Figures 12 and 13 I have shown, for illus 
trative purposes, a bracelet which may be formed 
of a linked chain of the character shown in Fig 
ure 11. In this case, the links are successively 
interconnected in a closed sequence which causes 
the chain to bend in an arc which lies in a plane 
perpendicular to the plane of each link and pass 
ing through the longitudinal axis of the chain, 
AS 3, J'eSult of the narrow prongs and the rela 
tively lengthy slits, the links assume the tangen 
tially projecting relationships shown in Figure 12, 
which is of high ornamental and attractive value. 
On the underside of the chain of Figures 12 

and 13, a resilient member 43 is preferably pro 
Vided, this member Serving to impart the desired 
eXtensibility or expansibility to the bracelet. 
In Figures 14 and 15 I have shown, for further 

illustrative purposes, a construction which may 
be employed as a dress ornament, buckle, or the 
like, this device being formed of a series of inter 
connected links 44, as hereinbefore described, 
the links being again connected in a closed Se 
quence, but in the figure 8 relationship shown 
in the dra WingS. This construction is made pos 
Sible by the relative longitudinal movability of 
(each pair of adjacent links, as hereinbefore de 
Scribed. Figure 15 shows the reverse Side of 
Figure 14, and Serves to illustrate the relative dis 
positions of the prongs 45 in the slits 46. 

It will be undel'Stood that the various chain 
devices which are capable of assembly, by means 
of the present invention, need not necessarily be 
left in movable or adjustable relationship. For 
example, the device of Figures 14 and 15, after 
its initial assenbly, may be provided with Solder 
or the like at the regions where the prongs extend 
through the slits. In this way, further relative 
novability is prevented, and the device is caused 
to remain permanently in a fixed position. The 
term "relative longitudinal movement', as used 
in the appended claims, is therefore intended to 
refer to the inherent original movability, apart 
from any extraneous means, such as solder or the 
like, Which may subsequently be used to prevent 
further relative movement between the links of 
the chain device. 
Thus, as a further illustrative example, the 

buckle 38 of Figure 16 may be composed of a 
chain of the present character, With the links 
interconnected in a closed sequence, thus defining 
a substantially circular construction. After this 
assembly of links they may be permanently locked 
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2,169,265 
to each other, by solder or otherwise, to provide 
an Ornamental buckle of the character shown. 
Fastening devices, such as loops, hasps, or other 
auxiliaries, may obviously be soldered or other 
Wise attached, to the reverse side, wherever neces 
Say. 

In general, it will be understood that changes 
in the details, herein described and illustrated 
for the purpose of eXplaining the nature of my 
invention, may be made by those skilled in the 
art. Without departing from the Spirit and scope 
of the invention as expressed in the appended 
claims. It is, therefore, intended that these de 
tails be interpreted as illustrative and not in a 
limiting Sense. 

Having thus described my invention, and illus 
trated its use, What I claim as new and desire to 
Secure by Letters Patent is: 

l. In a linked ornamental chain, a series of 
identical flat chain elements arranged in over 
lapping relation, each chain element comprising 
a for Ward Ornamental area and a rearward at 
tachment area, the latter having a longitudinal 
slit at each side of its midportion and a pair of 
transverse prongs at its rear end, each set of 
prongs extending through the slits of the rear 
Wardly adjacent chain element, and each orna 
mental area, lying Over and thereby concealing 
the attachment area of the forwardly adjacent 
chain element. 

2. In a linked ornamental chain, the combina 
tion set forth in claim 1, each prong having a 
Width considerably less than the length of the 
slit through which it extends, thereby permitting 
relative longitudinal movement between each two 
adjacent chain elements. 

3. In a linked Ornamental chain, a series of 
identical flat chain elements arranged in over 
lapping relation, each chain element Comprising 
a forward ornamental area and a rearward at 
tachment area, the latter having a longitudinal 
Slit at each side of its midportion and a pair of 
tranSVerse prongS at its rear end, each set of 
prongs extending through the slits of the rear 
Wardly adjacent chain element, each ornamental 
area, lying Over and thereby concealing the attach 
ment area of the forwardly adjacent chain ele 
ment, each prong having a width considerably 
leSS the length of the slit through which it ex 
tends, thereby permitting relative longitudinal 
movement betWeen each two adjacent chain ele 
ments, and means for yieldably holding at least 

a group of said chain elements against longitu 
dinal separation. 

4. In a linked ornamental chain, the combina 
tion set forth in claim 3, Said means Compris 
ing a resilient member longitudinally arranged. On 
the underside of the chain and attached to chain 
elements of said group. 

5. In a linked ornamental chain, the combina 
tion set forth in claim 3, said means comprising a 
resilient member longitudinally arranged. On the 
underside of the chain and attached to chain ele 
ments of Said group, each chain element to which 
it is attached having struck-up prongS Which 
grip said resilient member. 

6. In a linked ornamental chain, the combina 
tion set forth in claim 1, each element being an 
integral Stamping from a single initially flat piece 
of rigid material. 

7. In a linked ornamental chain, the combina 
tion Set forth in claim 1, the midportion of each 
attachment area being depressed relative to the 
plane of the ornamental area, the engaged prongs 
lying Within Said depression. 

8. A chain element for association with iden 
tical elements to form a linked ornamental chain, 
Said element being an integral stamping from a 
Single initially fiat piece of rigid material and 
Comprising an Ornamental area, and an attach 
ment area arranged One in front of the other, the 
attachment area, having a pair of transverse 
prongS at its end and having also a longitudinal 
Slit at each side of its midportion, the width of 
each prong being considerably less than the 
length of each slit, said prongs having their roots 
Substantially aligned with said slits respectively. 

9. A chain element for association with iden 
tical elements to form a linked ornamental chain, 
Said element, being an integral stamping from a 
Single initially flat piece of rigid material and 
Comprising an ornamental area, and an attach 
ment area, arranged one in front of the other, 
the attachment area, having a pair of transverse 
prongS at its end and having also a longitudinal 
slit at each side of its midportion, the width of 
each prong being considerably less than the 
length of each slit, said prongs having their roots 
Substantially aligned with said slits respectively, 
and the midportion of said attachment area, being 
depressed relative to the plane of the Ornamental 
3a. 

ROBERT MANTZ. 
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