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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a method for dividing a substrate into a number of individual chip parts, comprising
O the steps of: forming a number of chip parts in the substrate, comprising, for each chip part, of arranging recesses in the substrate
for containing fluid; arranging one or more breaking grooves in the substrate along individual chip parts; applying mechanical force
to the substrate to break the substrate along the breaking grooves. The invention also relates to a substrate as well as a chip part.
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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.
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The subject matter of claim 33, which relates to a method, is undefined.
The claim covers all methods of fabrication of the device of claims
14-32, whereas the application provides support within the meaning of
Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for
only a very limited number of such methods. In the present case, the
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible.

Claim 33 has been searched as far as it relates to the methods of claim
1-13. .

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1,5,7 second, 11, 14,17-19,22-24,26-30,32
A process for dividing a substrate comprising fluid channels
involving breaking the substrate along breaking groves

formed simultaneously with the fluid channels. Substrate

comprising fluid channels and breaking grooves. Separated
chip-part.

2. Claims: 2,3,11,12,21,25

Process of separating a bonded substrate; fabricated
chip~part.

3. Claims: 4,6,7 first, 15,16,20

Process for making breaking grooves; fabricated chip-part.

4, Claims: 8-10,31

Process for fabricating a chip-part comprising fluid
transporting means; fabricated chip-part.
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