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This invention relates to a support for electric wire
fences. More particularly this invention relates to a
collapsible support of a type used in connection with
supporting intermittently charged electric fence wire.

Various types of supporting devices have been devel-
oped in the past for supporting the wire which is the
component of electric fencing. Electric fencing general-
ly consists of a wire which is strung along the fence
posts of a pasture or portion of land which is to be
fenced, this electric wire being suitably intermittently
charged with electricity to maintain stock within the area
which is thusly fenced. Numerous supporting devices
for the fence wire have been developed but generally
these have been relatively expensive and difficult to ap-
ply. Furthermore, permanent supporting devices for
such electric fences have made it extremely difficult for
the farmer to plow or otherwise work in close proximity
to the edge of the field which is generally defined by the
various fence posts which ‘support the wire. It is a
prime object of this invention therefore to provide an
in}proved supporting device for supporting electric fence
wire.

Another object is to provide an improved supporting
device for electric fence wire, the said device being readily
collapsible from a normal operating position to thereby
permit the farmer to disconnect the support and to col-
lapse the same to an out-of-the-way position so that he
can readily maneuver his equipment adjacent the fence
post for plowing or conducting other farm chores.

A still further object is to provide an improved rela-
tively simple supporting device for electric wire fences,
the device being inexpensive and quickly assembled with
a suitable post, the said device also being readily discom~
nectable so that it can be stored in an out-of-the-way
position for a period of time which necessitates the work-
ing of equipment close to the fence structure.

These and other objects will become more readily ap-
parent from a reading of the specification when exam-
ined in connection with the accompanying drawing.

in the drawing:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a permanent fence
post having a collapsible improved electric wire fence
support connected thereto;

Figure 2 is a view of an electric wire fence support
shown in Figure 1, the said support being shown in a
collapsed position while certain farm equipment is work-
ing clese adjacent to the said support;

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 1, showing a sup-
porting device for electric wire fences positioned oppo-
site to that shown in Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a side elevational view similar to Figure

-3 showing the wire fence support in a modified position;

Figure 5 is a detail view of a brace structure; and

Figure 6 is a detail view in perspective of a support-
ing arm for a wire fence support.

As indicated in Figures 1 through 4, a post 19 is gen-
grally firmly supported within the ground. The post
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10 is of conventional construction generally used in
connection with fences and a plurality of these posts may
be placed along the margin of the field which is sought

-to be enclosed. An electric fence support is generally

designated by the reference character 11. The fence
support 11 comprises a normally horizontally extending
arm 12 having at one end a right angle flange 13 on which
an insulator 14 of conventional comstruction is posi-
tioned by means of a bolt 15. A nail or suitable screw
16 is placed through a hole 16" in the arm 12 and extends
into the post 10 for hingedly mounting the said arm 12
with respect to the post 10.

A brace 17, also well shown in Figure 5, is provided
with a hole 18 which is placed in registry with a hole 19
formed in the arm 12. A rivet 20 extends through the
holes 18 and 19 to suitably connect the brace 17 to the
arm 12 in relative hinging relation. The brace 17 is
further provided at one end with slots 21 and 22, these
slots having open ends opening outwardly on opposite
sides of the brace 17. The slots 21 and 22 extend rel-
atively transversely with respect to the brace 17 and
in substantially parallel relation. A nail or other suit-
able fastening member which projects from the post 10
is securely fastened to the said post, the same fastening
member 23 being adapted to be engaged by the slots
23 and 22 as best shown in Figures 1 through 4.

An electric fence wire 24 may be suitably supported
on the insulator 14. It is, of course, understood that a
plurality of the fence supports 11 are provided and that
the farmer can very simply set these in position by nail-
ing the arm 16 onto the fence post 10 and by placing
another nail 23 either below the nail 16 or above the
nail 16 as shown in Figures 3 and 4. Thus by the driv-
ing of two mails or screws the electric fence support 11
is placed in position. The nail 16 permits the arm 12
to hinge onto the out-of-the-way position shown in Fig- -
ure 2 by simply unhooking the slot 21 from the nail
23 whereupon collapse of the fence support occurs. Thus
as indicated in Figure 2 the support 11 is placed in an
out-of-the-way position and a plow or other farm equip-
ment device may be utilized to work closely adjacent to
the post 10. This permits the farmer to work his field
to the maximum upmost efficiency since he can quickly
disconnect the supports while he is working adjacent the
fence line.

As shown in Figures 3 and 4 the braces 17 may be
connected either above or below the arm 12 whichever
is desired.  Furthermore, either of the slots 21 or 22 may
be utilized. The slots 21 and 22 also permit a certain
amount of vertical adjustment of the arm 12 depending
on whichever one is utilized in connection with the fas-
tening member or nail 23. As shown in Figure 2, the
farmer can easily move the support to a collapsed posi-
tion. when working to the post with an implement like a
wheeled plow 25.

Thus a relatively simple though effective fence support
has been disclosed. The economy of this type of sup-
port is believed to be self-evideat because of the quick
disconnectable fedture of the fence support the farmer
can very quickly place the support in an cut-of-the-way
position which will permit him to work closely adjacent
to the fence line and thus realize maximum utility of his
acreage. Furthermore, by placing the support in the po-
sition shown in Figures 1 and 4, mowing and other
projects can be accomplished without the necessity of
collapsing the support. Thus the object of the invention
has been fully achieved and it must be understood that
changes and modifications may be made which do not
depart from the spirit of the invention as disclosed or
the scope thereof as defined in the appended claim.
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What is claimed is:

An electric fence wire support adapted to be connected
to an upright post comprising; a normally horizontal sup-
porting arm, means pivotally connecting one end of said
suppoiting arm to an upwght post, an instlating mem-
ber connected to an opposite end of said arm, said insu-
lating member being adapted to carry an intermittently
charged electric fence wire, 2 normally diagonally ex-
tending brace, means pivotally connecting one end of said
brace to sald arm substantially adjacent said insulating
member, said brace having a first open end slot adjacent
an opposite end thereof, said first slot cpening outwardl y
on one side of said brace, said brace including a second
open end slot adjacent said first slot, said second slot
opening outwardly on an.opposite side of said brace, said
slots extending in substantially parallel relative relation,
said arm being swingable about its pivotal connecticn
from one side of the post to the other side, with the brace
being diagonally positioned so that one slot has its open

10

4

end facing generally downwardly and the other slot has its
open end facing generally upwardly, whereby a securing
member projecting outwardly from said post engages one
of said slots, the slot so engaged in each case being the
slot which has its open end facing downwardly, the se-
curing member maintaining the brace and arm in the nor-
mal position, said brace being quickly disconnectable
from said post by moving said brace upwardly to dis-
engage one slot from the securing member to permit
swinging of the arm and a wire supported thereby to an
out-cf-the-way position.
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