
Patented Apr. 25, 1899. 
E. H. COX. 

PICTURE HANG NG DEVICE. 

No. 623,655. 

(Application filed Feb. 7, 1899.) 
No ode.) 

3v-to-vitov 

e23 &vkoviet 

ERS Co., PHOTO-litho, wASHINGTo N. C. C. Rispet 

  



O 

25 

35 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

ERSKINE HAZARD COX, OF BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA. 

PICTURE- HANG ING DEVICE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 623,655, dated April 25, 1899. 
Application filed February 7, 1899. Serial No. 704853, (No model.) 

To all twhOn it inctly conce77. 
Be it known that I, ERSKINETIAZARD COX, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Beth 
lehem, in the county of Northampton and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Picture 
Hanging Devices; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to picture-hanging 

devices; and the prime object is to overcome 
certain difficulties usually experienced in 
arranging the picture at the desired height. 
Usually in hanging a picture a length of cord 
Or wire is Secured at its opposite ends to 
Screw-eyes, fastened in the back of the pic 
ture-frame. The wire having been fastened at 
One end to one of the screw-eyes, it is drawn 
through the other Screw-eye until the desired 
adjustment of the picture is secured and then 
is twisted upon itself, whereby kinks are fre 
quently formed, which detract from the ap 
pearance, and, moreover, the Securing of the 
Wire to the screw-eye in this manner is at 
tended with considerable inconvenience. 

I propose to overcome the difficulty and in 
convenience above mentioned by providing 
an improved form of clamp which can be as 
readily applied to the picture-frame as an 
Ordinary Screw-eye and through which the 
Wire or cord can be drawn until the desired 
adjustment of the picture is secured, after 
which the wire or cord can be firmly clamped 
by manipulations of a very simple character. 
The drawings which accompany and form 

part of this specification illustrate a preferred 
form of embodiment of the invention. 

Figure I represents a picture-frame in rear 
elevation with a cord or wire applied thereto 
and One of my improved clamping devices 
holding one end of such cord or wire. Fig. 
II shows the clamping device in perspective, 
together with a portion of the picture-frame 
and the cord or wire. Fig. III shows the 
clamping device in side elevation. Fig. IV 
shows the same in end elevation, and Fig. W 
represents the blank from which a member 
of the clamping device is formed. W 
The reference-letter C, designates an ordi 

nary picture-frame, b an ordinary screw-eye 

fastened in the same, and c a length of wire, 
one end of which is shown in Fig. I secured 
to the screw-eye b in the usual way. Instead 
of the usual screw-eye at the opposite side 
of the frame my improved clamping device 
is shown, the same being of the following de 
Scription: A flat strip of any suitable mate 
rial, preferably metal, is doubled upon itself, 
so as to provide upper and lower members (l 
and d", connected by a bow d', the metal be 
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ing tempered or otherwise prepared to give 
it the desired resilience and the end portions 
d and d of the members d and d being sub 
stantially parallel and normally separated by 
reason of the resiliency of the metal to a suf 
ficient extent to admit of the ready insertion 
of the wire c between them. The member cl 
is turned up at its extremity to form a lip d', 
which takes over the end edge of the other 
member d when the end portions d and d' 
approach each other sufficiently to clamp the 
wire between them. The end portion d is cut 
out at its side, forming rectangular notches d', 
and the end portion d is turned inwardly or 
flanged along each side for a distance corre 
sponding with the length of the said notches 
d, the flanges d thus formed being designed 
to force the wire c inwardly over the edges 
which form the bottom of the notches d. 
The inner or under member d of the dou 

bled strip is formed at its end with prongs or 
tangs d, extending oppositely to the lip d' 
and designed to penetrate the material of the 
picture-frame, and this under member may 
also be pierced at some distance from its end, 
so as to form a bur d', also designed to pene 
trate the material of the frame. 
The parallel portions dand d of the strip 

members are formed with plain registering 
apertures d', through which the point or stem 
e of a screw-eye is loosely inserted. This 
screw-eye may differ from the Ordinary form 
in that somewhat less of a bend is preferably 
given to one side e' of the eye, while the other 
side e is prolonged and formed into an elon 
gated loop e, which is carried around the 
other side of the eye, where the latter joins 
the stem. One object of this peculiar for 
mation of screw-eye is to Secure a flat bear 
ing against the Outer surface of the portion 
d of the outer strip member, with the effect 
of preventing said portion d from being 
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forced out of parallelism with the opposed 
portion (l". Another object of the above-de 
scribed formation of the screw-eye is to secure 
a certain a mount of resilience, for a purpose 
which will hereinafter appear. 

In applying the clamping device to the pic 
ture-frame the member d of the doubled 
strip of metal is placed against the frame and 
the point of the screw-eye is entered through 
the registering openings d" and screwed into 
the frame in the ordinary way. The wire c 
is slipped between the portions d and d of 
the strip members and is drawn through the 
space left open between said parts d and (l 
until the proper adjustment of the frame is 
secured, and then the screw-eye is further 
manipulated, and the elongated loop e, work 
ing against the outer surface of the portion 
(l, forces the latter upon the wire, and the 
edges d crimp the wire over the edges form 
ing the bottoms of the notches (l, the wire be 
ing thus securely clamped, while at the same 
time the tangs d and the bur d' penetrate 
the Wood of the frame and prevent any turn 
ing of the clamp. It will be seen that the 
lip d and the stem of the screw-eye prevent 
accidental lateral displacement of the wire 
after it has been inserted between the portions 
d and d of the strip. The resilience of the 
Strip callses the clamp to open automatically 
When the screw-eye is turned back for the 
purpose of releasing the wire should it be de 
sired to change the adjustment of the picture. 
The formation of the eye hereinbefore de 
scribed provides for its supplying some de 
gree of resiliency, which will operate to pre 
vent the threaded portion of the stem being 
drawn from the Wood by excessive manipu 
lation of the screw-eye in clamping the wire. 

It Will be seen that a construction such as 
above described is well calculated to over 
come the usual difficulties encountered in ad 
justing pictures when hanging the same. It 
is, however, to be understood that the inven 
tion is capable of embodiment in other forms 
than that here shown. 

IIaving thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letter's Patent of the United States, is 

1. In a wire or cord clamping device for pic 
ture-hanging or the like, the combination of 
a flat strip of resilient material doubled upon 
itself and formed with registering apertures 
near its ends, and a fastener passing loosely 
through both said apertures and shouldered 
tO bear against the Outerianost surface of the 
strip, the point of the fastener adapted to 
penetrate the surface against which the strip 
is placed and fasten the same thereto also 
forcing the arms of the strip toward each otlier, 
substantially as described. 

2. In a wire or cord clamping device for pic 
ture-hanging or the like, the combination of 
a flat strip of resilient material doubled upon 
itself and formed with registering apertures 
near its ends and with one or more tangs Ol' 
burs to penetrate the surface against which 
it is placed, and a fastener passing loosely 
through both said apertures and shouldered 
to bear against the outermost surface of the 
strip, the point of the fastener adapted to 
penetrate the surface against which the strip 
is placed and fasten the same thereto also 
forcing the arms of the strip toward each other, 
substantially as described. 

3. A wire or cord clamping device for pic 
ture-hanging or like purposes, the same com 
prising a flat strip of resilient material dou 
bled upon itself and formed with registering 
apertures near its ends, one member of the 
doubled strip being reduced in width near 
the end and the other member being in turned 
at the sides opposite said reduced portion; 
together with a fastener entered through the 
registering apertures and shouldered to bear 
against the outermost surface of the strip. 

4. A wire or cord clamping device for pic 
ture-hanging or like purposes, the same com 
prising a flat strip of resilient material dou 
bled upon itself and formed with registering 
apertures near its ends, and a screw-eye en 
tered through the registering apertures of the 
doubled strip, its eye portion adapted to bear 
against the outermost surface of the strip, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose described. 

5. A wire or cord clamping device for pic 
ture-hanging or like purposes, the same com 
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prising a flat strip of resilient material dou- . 
bled upon itself and formed with registering 
apertures near its ends, and a screw-eye en 
tered through the registering apertures one 
side of the eye portion thereof being formed 
into a loop bearing flatly against the Outer 
most surface of the strip, substantially as and 
for the purpose described. 

6. A wire or cord clamping device for pic 
ture-hanging or like purposes, the same com 
prising a flat strip of resilient material dou 
bled upon itself and formed with registering 
apertures near its ends, a lip on one end to 
take over the edge of the other end, and side 
flanges on one member of the doubled strip, 
the opposite portion of the other member 
thereof being reduced in width; together with 
a fastening device entered through the regis 
tering apertures. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ERSIKINE IIAZARD COX. 
Witnesses: 

IOWARD W. ROSS, 
DOUGLAS II. ROSS. 
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