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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE:

JOHN A. McINTIRE, OF MEXICO, MISSOURL

COPY-HOLDER.

- SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 415,550, dated Novemnbar 19, 1889.
Application filed July 15, 1889, Serial No,317,688, (No model.) '

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, JoEN A. MCINTIRE, a
citizen of the United Slatcs residing at Me\—
ico, in the county of Audrain &Ild State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful IIDI)IOVGI]J ents in Copy-Holders; and I do
hereby declare the following to bea full, clear,
and exact description 6f the 111vent10n such

- as will enable others skilled in the a1t to
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which it appertains to make and use the same.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of this in-
vention as in condition for use. Tig. 21isa
rear elevation. Fig. 3 is a detail in side ele-
vation showing means to hold the support in
fixed position when extended. Fig.4is ade-

tail showing the under side of the flont plate
and means to retain the copy-holder in place.
Fig. 5 is a detail showing the mechanism by
W]nch the rolleris held in any given point in
its revolutions; Fig. 6, a detail to show the
copy-support.

This invention belongs to that class of de-
vieces known as “ copy-holders;” and the points
of novelty consist in the construction and
combination of the parts, all as will be here-
inafter more fully set forth and claimed,
whereby a.cheap, strong, crnamental, easily-
operated and very effective device is pro-
duced.

Referring to the acecompanying drawings,
A denotes the front plate of this device, and
B the support, which is hinged or otherwise
suitably connected to the rear of the front
plate near the top,so as to be capable of easy
extension for the purpose of forming a support
to said plate and hold it in an inclined posi-
tion ready for the paper that is to be copied
to be placed upon-it. The lower end of said
paper will then rest upon the piece C, which
is adjustably secured upon the face of the

front plate and at right angles with its length

by means of the thumb-serew D, passing
through the central longitudinal slot ¢ in the
plate and taking into the piece C. Thigsaid
piece can be very easily adjusted up or down,
80 as to be fixed at any desired position upon
said plate. The support can be held at any
desired angle by means of the spring-cateh 0
at its edge, Whlch can be engaged with any
of the ]101es o/ in the edge of the ear A’, at-
tached to one side of the plate A.

The flat and narrow piece E, called the “in-
dicator,” and shown in the drawings as ex-
tending across the face of the front plate and
parallel with the copy-rest piece (), is prefer-
ably made of metal. It is connected by a
cord e at each’ end passing through holes «®
at the-top of the front plate, with the roller
F at the rear and near the top of the front
plate. This roller has its journals mounted
in the ears G, secured to the edges of plate
A and projecting rearwardly from it. Said
roller is adapted to be automatically wound
up by means of the spring (shown in dotted
lines) attached to its journal, in like manner
as a spring is attached to the ordinary cur-
tain-roller. This piece E will, when the de-
vice is being used, rest upon the face of the
paper being copied, and not only serve to
guide the eye of the copyist or type-writer so
as to insure an easy sight of the line to be
copied, but will also act as a weight to hold
the paper flat on the front plate. By means
of the knob ¢’, at or near the middle of the
indicator, the indicator can be very. easily
and convenlenﬂy drawn down as fast as the
copyist desires. When it isnecessary to have
the indicator restored to its position at the
top of the plate, the pawl at one edge of the
plate near the top is, by touching 1ts handle
h,disengaged from the 1&tehet—whee1 I on the
end of the spring-actuated roller, and the
roller then winds up the cord e and so draws
up the indicator. - The indicator may have
gradnation-marks along its face.

To support the top end of a very long arti-
cle that is being copied, the bracket K, bent
at one end %, can, by means of the bend, be
fixed in the staple L on the rear of the front
plate. In this position the main part of it
will extend rearwardly, so as to afford a flat
and safe support for the end of the articlebe-
ing copied; also to suppmt books that open
endw1se

To aid in compaect folding, the hole b’ is
made in the support B, into which the head of
the thumb-screw D ﬁts in this position of the
several pieces.

By this invention it is thought that all the
desired advantages in this sort of a device
are obtained in the most compact and easily-
available way and manner.

It will he obvious
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that instead of a broad piece for the support,
as now shown, legs can be used; also, thatin
the mere location of the spring-roller any

.change may be made to suit convenience;

also, that the clamp for the copy-rest piece C
can be held at the ends instead of the middle;
also, that the copy-rest can be integral with
the front plate or rigidly secured to it,and in
other purely mechanical details of structure
many changes can be made without depart-
ing from the essential novelty as above set
forth and explained. Thisdevice can also be
readily used as a book-rest for readers or an
easel for pictures.

‘When the holder is in position, as shown in
Fig. 1, the upper part of the bracket K stands
horizontal, or nearly so.

What I claim is—

1. In a copy-holder,a front plate A,pro-
vided with a suitable support whereby it can
be held ready for use, and having combined
with said plate a movable rest for the lower
end of the article copied, and a spring-actu-
ated indicator movable on the face of said
plate, all substantially as and for the purposes

‘set forth.

2. In a copy-holder as described, and com-
bined therewith, a movable indicator-piece E,
connected with a spring-actuated mechanismn,
whereby said piece can be adjusted at pleas-
ure on the article being copied, or automati-

cally moved to the top of the front plate of

the support, substantially as described.

3. In combination with the front plate A,
the rear support B, provided with a spring-
catch to hold it fixed in any desired position.

4. In combination with the copy-support,
as described, and having staple I, the bracket
K, for supporting the upper end of the arti-
cle being copied, substantially as deseribed.

415,550

5. In combination with the indicator-piece
E and spring-actuated roller K;the ratchet I
upon the end of the roller, and the pawl H,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.

6. The combination of the plate A, having

.the adjustable copy-rest C, with the rear sup-

port B, movable indicator E, the spring-actu-
ated roller If, having ratchet I, and pawl G,
substantially as and for the purposesset forth.

7. The combination, with the front plate A,
of the rear plate B, hinged at its top to plate
A, the ear A’, secured to the edge of the rear
plate and provided with the series of adjust-
ing-openings ¢/, and the spring-catch b, se-
cured to the corresponding edge of the front
plate and arranged to engage in any one of
said openings, substantially as specified.

8. In a copy-holder, the combination, with
the front plate A and the transverse staple L
on the rear side of said plate, of the bracket
K, having the downwardly - bent leg k, ar-
ranged to engage and be vertically adjust-
able in said staple, the upper portion of said
bracket being horizontal, or nearly so, when
in position, substantially as specified.

9.-In a copy-holder, the combination of the
front plate A, the movable indicator E, the
spring-actuated roller, the cord eonnecting the
indicator to said roller, the ratchet I on the
end of said roller, and the pawl H, having the
pivoted arm 7, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN A. McINTIRE.

Witnesses:
JOHN T. RICKETTS,
DAvID PP. MOORE.
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