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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/! 21(

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-18, 24-29, 36

A device for sealing a tracheostoma in a patient, comprising
a seal member, which in a first configuration can form a
seal by being pulled against the tracheostoma, and which in
a second configuration can be removed from the trachea
through the tracheostoma, wherein the seal member comprises
a disc having a predetermined 1ine of weakness, and a first
thread attached to the disc, wherein the disc can be broken
along the predetermined line of weakness by pulling the
thread.

2. claims: 19-23

A device for sealing a tracheostoma in a patient, comprising
a seal member which in a first configuration can form a seal
by being pulled against the tracheostoma, and which in a
second configuration can be removed from the trachea through
the tracheostoma, a kit and an external cover, the external
cover comprising attachment means for the device.




(32) JP 2017-520366 A 2017.7.27

International Application No. PCT/ EP2015/ 064892
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Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 30-35

Methods of sealing a tracheostoma in a patient as defined in claims 30-35
of the present application are methods for treatment of the human or
animal body by surgery. Indeed these methods are meant to insert a device
through a surgical hole in a patient's neck (see, page 1, lines 5-9, page
9, Tine 33 to page 10 1line 9, page 10, lines 20-26). Thus, claims 30-35
relate to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered by
the provisions of Rules 38.1(iv) and 67.1(iv) PCT, and no international
search report has been established with respect to the subject-matter of
these claims (Article 17(2){(a)(7)PCT). Consequently, no opinion will bhe
formulated with respect to novelty, inventive step and industrial
applicability of the subject-matter of these claims (Article
34(4)(a) (i) PCT).
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