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Our invention relates to ironing boards and 
more particularly to an ironing-board top. It is 
the primary object of our invention to provide 
an ironing-board top which will lend itself to 
construction from metal tubing and sheet-metal 
stampings. Other objects of our invention are 
to provide an ironing board top which can be 
simply and economically manufactured, to pro 
vide a top which will be strong and rigid, and 
to make a top which will be light in weight. 

In carrying out our invention, we provide for 
the top a border frame conveniently formed of 
metal tubing. Such border frame is completely 
covered by a series of sheet-metal stampings 
which extend transversely of the border frame 
and are secured to the sides thereof. To stiffen 
the panels and the top as a whole, each panel is 
provided along its sides and across its ends with 
depending ?anges which are relatively narrow 
over the sides of the border frame and relatively 

The rela 
tively wide portions of the peripheral ?anges of 
adjacent stampings are disposed in contact with 
each other and secured together as by spot weld 
ing. To receive the narrow portions of the pe 
ripheral ?anges at the sides of the panels, the 
metal of the border frame is offset inwardly so 
that the body of each panel may lie against and 
be spot-welded to the tubular border frame. 
The accompanying drawing illustrates our in 

vention: Fig. 1 is a side elevation of an ironing 
board in extended condition; Fig. 2' is a plan view 
of the top with one panel in position thereon; 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal vertical section on the 
line 3-—-3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a transverse vertical 
section on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2; Fig. 5 is a frag 
mental section on an enlarged scale on the line 
5—5 of Fig. '7; Fig. 6 is a fragmental plan view 
similar to Fig. 2 but on an enlarged scale; and 
Fig. 7 is a fragmental vertical section on the line 
‘I—'I of Fig. 6. 
The top shown in the drawing comprises a 

border frame IU of metal tubing extending com 
pletely around and de?ning the periphery of the 
top. Extending across the border frame at a 
point intermediate its length we provide a cross 
member I I conveniently formed as a sheet-metal 
stamping having at its ends down-turned ?anges 
I2 which fit against and are welded to the sides 
of the border frame. To increase the rigidity of 
the cross member II and the rigidity of the top 
as a whole we depress the center portion I3 of 
the cross member and turn its edges upwardly 
to form ?anges I4. Desirably, the undepressed 
end portions I5 of the cross member II and the 

2 
upper edges of the ?anges I4 are substantially 
?ush with each other and with the upper surface 

' of the border frame, as will be clear from Fig. 4. 

10 

Extending from one end of the border frame 
to the other we provide a truss-like brace II the 
ends of which are secured to the border frame. 
Desirably the brace I‘! is of metal tubing and its 
ends are welded to the ends of the border frame. 
The intermediate portion of the brace I1 is de 
pressed and passes beneath the cross-member I I 
to which it is secured. Conveniently, the web I3 
of the cross-member is provided with two down 
struck ears I8 between which the brace I‘! is 

‘ located and to which it is secured by a rivet or 
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of a collapsible supporting structure. 

bolt I9. 
The frame of the ironing-board top as above 

described is covered with a series of panels 2|, 
formed as sheet-metal stampings, extending 
transversely of the border frame. Across each 
end of the panels 2I is provided a relatively nar 
row down-turned ?ange 22, while along each side 
each panel is provided with relatively wide down 
turned ?anges 23. At each end, the width of each 
of the ?anges 23 is reduced substantially to the 
width of the end ?anges 22, as will be clear from 
Fig. 5. Adjacent panels are disposed with their 
adjacent ?anges 23 in contact, and such contact 
ing ?anges are desirably secured together as by 
spot-welding. At appropriate intervals, the wall 
of the tubing forming the border frame II] is 
offset inwardly to provide a transversely extend 
ing groove 25 adapted to receive the narrowed 
portions of the ?anges 23. This permits the body 
of each panel I I to rest upon and to be spot 
welded to the tubing of the border frame. The 
end ?anges 22 of each panel desirably extend 
downwardly into contact or substantially into 
contact with the wall of the border-frame tubing 
in the manner illustrated in Fig. 5. 
For the purpose of reducing the weight of the 

ironing-board top, each of the panels 2I may be 
provided with a multiplicity of perforations 21. 
In addition to the ears I8, the cross-member I I 

may be provided with additional down-struck 
ears or ?anges 30 through the medium of which 
the top may be connected to the legs 3| and 32 

The par 
ticular supporting structure illustrated in Fig. 1 
is that more fully illustrated and described in the 
copending application of Frank Jones and Earl 
C. Booth, Serial No. 586,466, filed April 4, 1945, 
now Patent No. 2,469,809, dated May 10, 1949. 
Such supporting structure forms no part of our 
present invention, and other supporting struc 
tures may be substituted therefor if desired. 
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We claim as our invention: 
1. An ironing-board top, comprising an elon 

gated border frame formed of metal tubing, a 
plurality of sheet-metal panels extending trans 
versely between and resting on and secured to the 
sides of said border frame, adjacent panels being 
provided with abutting, generally vertical ?anges 
extending transversely of the top and Welded to 
gether, said ?anges extending over the sides of 
the border frame and being ‘of greater depth be 
tween the sides of the border frame than above 
such sides, the tubing of the border frame be 
neath abutting ?anges being indented to receive 
the ?anges and permit the body of each panel 
between its ?anges to rest on such tubing. 

2. In an ironing board top, an elongated border 
frame, and a cross member extending across said 
frame at a point intermediate its length, said 
cross member being formed of sheet metal and 

- provided at its ends with flanges abutting and 
secured to the inner surfaces of the border-frame 
sides, the intermediate portion of the cross mem 
ber' being vertically offset from horizontal end 
portions adjacent the border frame sides and the, 
sides of said offset intermediate portion being bent 
at- right angles to form vertical flanges, the edges 
of said last named ?anges extending continuously 
between said horizontal end portions and being 
substantially coplanar therewith. 

8. In an ironing board top, an elongated border , 
frame, and a cross member extending across said 
frame, said cross member being formed of sheet 
metal and being secured at its ends to the border 
frame sides, the intermediate portion of the cross 
member being offset vertically from horizontal 
end portions adjacent the border-frame sides and 
the sides of said offset intermediate portion being 
bent at right angles to form vertical ?anges, the 
edges of said ?anges extending continuously be-_; 
tween saidhorizontal end portions and being sub- 4-" 
stantially coplanar therewith. 

(in 
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4 
4. The invention set forth in claim 3 with the 

addition that the intermediate portion of the 
cross member is offset downwardly, the edges of 
said ?anges and the end portions of the cross 
member being substantially coplanar with the 
upper surface of the border frame. 

5. The invention set forth in claim 3 with the 
addition that said cross member is provided with 
down-struck ears adapted for attachment to a 
collapsible top-supporting structure. 

6. The invention set forth in claim 3 with the 
addition of a: brace extending between and se 
cured‘ to the ends of said border frame and pass 
ing beneath said cross member, said cross member 
being provided: with down-struck ears which are 
located on opposite sides of said brace and to 
which the brace is'secured. 

QUINTIN G. NOBLITT. 
EARL C. BOOTH. 
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