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Apparatus, systems and methods for improving chemical strengthening of glass are disclosed. In one
embodiment, a mechanical stress can be induced on a glass article while undergoing chemical strengthening.
In another embodiment, vibrations, such as ultrasonic vibrations, can be induced during chemical
strengthening of a glass article. The use of mechanical stress and/or vibrations during chemically
strengthening of a glass article can enhance the effectiveness of the chemical strengthening process.
Accordingly, glass articles that have undergone chemical strengthening processing are able to be not only
thin but also sufficiently strong and resistant to damage. The strengthened glass articles are well suited for

use in consumer products, such as consumer electronic devices (e.g., portable electronic devices).
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Apparatus, systems and methods for improving chemical strengthening of
glass are disclosed. In one embodiment, a mechanical stress can be induced on
a glass article while undergoing chemical strengthening. In"another embodiment,
vibrations, such as ultrasonic vibrations, can be induced during chemical
strengthening of a glass article. The use of mechanical stress and/or vibrations
during chemically strengthening of a glass article can enhance the effectiveness
of the chemical strengthening process. Accordingly, glass articles that have
undergone chemical strengthening processing are able to be not only thin but
also sufficiently strong and resistant to damage. The strengthened glass articles
are well suited for use ih consumer products, such as consumer electronic
devices (e.g., portable electronic devices).
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