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do allwhom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Micuasny Sorpieg, a
subject of the King of Hungary, residing at
Gillespie, in the county ol Maeoupin and
S:tate of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Clothes-Line
Supports, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, reference heing
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part hereof.

My invention has relation to improve-
moents in clothes-line supports; and it con-
sists in the novel features of construction
more fully set forth in the specification and
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of two of my supports properly posi-
tioned, with a clothes-line stretched between
them; Fig. 2 is a plan view of Fig. 1; Fig.
3 is an enlarged side elevation of the inven-
tion with parts broken away; Fig. 4 is an
elevation (with parts broken away) pro-
jected from Fig. 8 and at right angles therve-
to; and Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the in-
vention (partly broken away) looking at
the opposite side to that shown in Fig. 3.

The object of my invention is to provide
a support for clothes-lnes and the like,
which is capable of vertical adjustment,
thereby regulating the height of the line
and abolishing the use of poles or props;
one in the use of which, the stuck of the line
may be taken up as the line is viiszd; one
whereby the line may be made taut at any
height; and one possessing other advantages
more apparent from a detatled deseription
of the invention. which is as follows:—

Referrving to the drawfings, 1. represents
a clothes-line composed of a series of wires
{05 vopes) 4, a, @, secured to terminal cross-
pieces b, . The muldle wire ¢ extends on
either side of the eross-picees b, b, and the
extensions @'y o, of sald middle wire @ pass
gver pullevs 1, 1, the Tower terminals of said
extensions being fastened to hooks 4 A se-
cured to holloby vertical standaris 2,2, The
standards 2, 2, which wre jdentioal in con-
struction, sre embedded a sutlicient distance
m the zeound to make them vigid, and are
provided with bases 3, 8, o hold them more
firmly.

Puassing throug hotlow standard or
pipe 2 is a rack-H lapied to be engaged
by a driving-pinion 5 which projects
taveugh. an opening O i the slaondard 2.
The pinion § is mounted on a shaft 6 which,
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in turn, is mounted in the casing 7 1nclosing
the pinton 5. The said casing is suitably
secured to the standard 2
tect the pinion from dust and grit as well as
being a safeguard to the operator. Mount-
cd on one end of the shaft 6 is a crank-
handle 8, while the opposite end has a

ratchet 8 mounted on it outside the casing 7.

A gravity pawl 10 is mounted on the side
of the casing 7 so as to engage the ratchet 9,
thereby holding the same against turning
in one divection. Thus when the rack-bar 4
is raised, it is locked by the pawl against
descending, since the pmion 5 which sup-
ports the rack-bar is held against movement,
said pinion and the ratchet 9 being both
keyed to the shaft 6. However, in raising
the rack-bar the ratchet teeth are free to
pass over the pawl 10. It is obvious that
the pawl 10 would have to bz held out of
engagement with the ratchet 9 when it is
desived to again lower the rack-bar. The
pulley 1, mentioned above, is mounted on a
pin p between the forks m, m, at the upper
end of the rack-bar 4.

The stretching of the line may be ac-
complished by securing the terminals of the
wires @, ' to the hocks A, %, then passing
said wires or extensions ' over the pulleys
1, 1, leaving suflicient slack in the wires «
Lowever, to permit the line to be raised to
the desived height (Fig. 1, lower dotted
line). The cranks 8, 8, are then turned in
the direction of the arrows (Fig. 1) and the
ack-bars 4, 4, raised to the desired height
(full lines, Iig. 1).

It 'will be obvious that when the lines
@. &, u, are slack and in their lowermost or
depressed position, the rack-bars 4 with their
terminal pullevs 1 are likewise in_ their de-
pressed position.  If now the operator raises
the rack-bars, a tension will be imposed on
the extensions «, the latter in turn pulling
on the cross-bars 6, and these in turn exert
a tension on the lines ¢, thus stretching the
Iatter and maintaining them taut.

In Beu of passing the line I, over the
pultleys 1, hooks A, &', may be placed on
the rack-bars 4 and a line 1./ initially
stretched between said hooks (upper dotted
line, ¥ig. 1).

Having  described
elaim

[. Tu combinuation with a clothes-line, a
pair of standards spaced apart to which the
ends of the line are fastened, a member
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mounted on each standard and adjustable
along the same for lengthening or shorten-
ing the available height of said standard,
the upper end of each member engaging the
line at points adjacent the fixed ends of the
line, and means for locking the member in
any of its adjusted positions, the line being
raised and lowered parallel to itself with
the vertical movements of the members
.aforesaid. ' _

2. In a clothes-line support, the combina-
tion with a clothes-line, a suitable hollow
support therefor, a rack-bar traversing said
support, a casing secured to said support,
a pinion mounted in said casiiig, means for
actuating said pinion, said pinion project-
ing through an opening in said support and
meshing with the teeth of said rack-bar, a

pulley mounted on the upper end of said -
rack-bar over which said clothes-line passes, '

1,180,038

and means on the aforesaid hollow support,
opposite said pinion, for fastening the end
of said ¢lothes-line. :

3. In combination with a pair of vertical
hollow standards spaced apart, rack-and-
pinion operated bars mounted in said stand-

ards, pulleys at the upper ends of said bars,

a series of lines coupled to terminal cross-
bars, one of said-lines being extended be-
yond said cross-bars and having its termi-

‘nals secured to the hollow standards, the

said extensions passing over the pulleys
aforesaid, and means on the standards for
locking the bars in any elevated position.
In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses. :
MICHAEL SOLDIER.
Witnesses: _
EMmm. STxrEx,
Evrse M. Siecer.
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